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• HMS Westminster - TV cameras 
will be on board her at Greenwich 
for the BBC's Millennium show. 


Westminster 

chosen as 
host tor TV 

show. And 

Year 2000 

task group 

to tour the 

British Isles 


HMS WESTMINSTER 
has been chosen as 
the BBC’s anchor- 
spot for their live TV 
coverage of the 
advent of the new 
Millennium. 

The Type 23 frigate will 
be berthed at Greenwich 
on New Year's Eve during 
which broadcasts will link 
up Service families and 
Royal Navy vessels 
around the world. 

The Tele marathon over the 
New Year will also include an 
interview with the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce. 

An estimated one billion view¬ 
ers across the world will witness 
through their TV screens the 
Royal Marines Band Plymouth’s 
Beat Retreat ceremony on the 
Hoe to mark the oid Millennium's 
last sunset on the British main¬ 
land* The performance is planned 
as the highlight of a spectacular 
celebration there. 

The Navy's contribution to the 
celebrations has been seated so 
as not to impact on operational 
commitments, nor to unduly dis¬ 
rupt its members' own plans for 
spending time at home with their 
families * 

But, says a Navy spokesman; 
'The Millennium celebrations 
present an excellent opportunity 
to raise the RN’s profile, and full 
advantage is being taken of that 
opportunity. 

"Many, many requests for sup¬ 
port for events have been 
received by the Ministry of 
Defence, and a central committee 
has been set up to co-ordinate 
those bids- 1 ' 

For the past year a Naval work¬ 
ing group has been planning par¬ 
ticipation and deciding priorities 
so that the RN programme will 
roll throughout the year in a huge 
range of national and regional 
activities. 

In May-Jufy a round-Britain 
deployment of Royal Navy ves¬ 
sels - UK 2000 - is planned . 
including at times an aircraft car¬ 
rier 

Built around a Joint Maritime 
Course exercise, the group will 
conduct a co-ordinated series of 
port visits and sea days. In sup¬ 
port will be the RN Presentation 
Team, a Royal Marines band and 
recruiting displays. 

The Navy will also be playing a 
prominent part in the Millennium 
Youth Games, which, after the 
Dome, is the Government's sec¬ 
ond priority celebration to mark 
the year 2000. 

Grand finale of the games will 
come on August 17-20 at 
Southampton's extensive Out¬ 
door Sports Centre, with accom¬ 
modation for 6,000 participants 

■ Turn to back page 
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NAVY EXPERTS DESTROY DANGEROUS RELICS OF WAR AT HOME AND ABROAD 


DIVER'S RETURN TO FUSED 





MONSTER MINE 
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fi • Sending a plume of 
j spray hundreds of feet 
’ into the air, the mine's 
, 1,500ib of explosives 

are finally despatched. 










A NAVY diver had the tricky task of 
having to return to one of World 
War IPs most feared mines after 
the fuse being used to blow it up 
had failed. 

The diver, LS(D) Jason Dawson, was a 
member of the Navy's Ports mouth-based 
explosive disposal team called to the fish¬ 
ing vessel Nichola Anne that had trawled 
up a German GC influence ground mine in 
the Thames Estuary. 

Packing over l,5t)0lb of explosives, protected 
by a stainless steel casing, and complete with 
booby traps, it is a type of weapon that presents 
bomb disposal teams with some of their greatest 
challenges. 

It was the second GC that trawler 
skipper Trevor Mole had been unlucky 
enough to bring up in his nets this year. 
He recognised it immediately - and he 
was horrified. 

His call for help was answered by a team from 
Southern Diving Unit 2. Led by CPO(D) Cliff 
Richardson, the four-man team were taken to 
the Nichola Anne by police launch, and once on 
board they stabilised the mine. They were 
thankful that there was no sign of the booby trap 
that is usually fitted to the fuse. 

A 4lb charge of plastic explosive was attached 
to the GC, and it was gently lowered nine metres 
to the seabed. But when an attempt was made to 
detonate it from a safe distance - nothing. 

After waiting for safety’s sake, the 
team returned to the spot and found that 
detonation bad failed due to a faulty 
safety fuse. 

LS Dawson then dived on the mine which was 
still in the fishing net with two marker tines on 
it, plus the explosive detonating cord. In zero 
visibility he checked the explosive charges on 
the mine and retrieved the unexploded detona* 
tors. 

New detonators were placed, the fuses Lit, and 
the team retired to a safe distance, this time to 
witness a huge explosion which sent up a column 
of water hundreds of feet into the air. 

The other two members of the team were 
PO(D) Jim Lynch RNR and L3(D) Buck Taylor. 
■ Navy bravery awards - page 8. 


• Jason Dawson poses with the German mine as it hangs in the trawlers nets. 
Soon he wouid find himself making another, but unscheduled, rendezvous 
with it after the fuse for its controlled explosion had failed to work . 


Survey ships 
to remain 
under the 
White Ensign 


Inverness in clean-up at the gateway to Riga 


HMS INVERNESS has been 
working around the clock in the 
Baltic's largest mine clearance 
operation since World War IL 

With 14 other ships from six 
nations, the Sandown-cfass mine- 
hunter searched the Gulf of Riga 
during an 11-day operation * named 


Latvia 98 - to clear ordnance laid by 
both Germans and Russians during 
the bitterest conflict the world has 
ever seen. 

Since then the stretch of water in 
which the multi-national force was 
operating has been avoided by 
ships and fishing vessels sailing in 
ana out of Riga. 


THE PLACE of Survey vessels 
at the heart of Naval opera¬ 
tions has been secured with a 
commitment to call for ten¬ 
ders for the building of at least 
two new ships and a decision 
to man them with Royal Navy 
personnel. 

Proposals to use Special 
Reserve crews have been rejected 
because of the increasing opera¬ 
tional demands being placed on 
survey vessels during peace and 
conflict, and the lack of time for 
commercial work. 

Both new ships will be 
allocated 1.5 crews to allow 
them to spend maximum 
time at sea while maintain¬ 
ing continuity among ships' 
companies and honouring 
leave and minimum time 
ashore. 

Orders will be placed wiih an 
option for a third vessel, and con¬ 
tingency plans have heen drawn 
up which include the possible 
modernisation of HMS Roebuck. 

Cdr Nicholas Hudson from the 
Second Sea Lord’s staff at 
Portsmouth, said the Navy Board 
remained “fully committed to the 
concept of modern. White Ensign 
survey ships playing their full part 
in Fleet operations well into the 
next century." 


• HMS Inverness during her difficult and 
exhausting mine clearance operation in the 
Baltic and (right) her remotely controlled 
submersible being swung into action . 

Pictures: LAfPHOT Gary Davies 


Inverness’s Commanding Officer, 
Lt Cdr Alex Burton, said conditions 
were difficult, with the ship having 
to locate mines in heavy silt and low 
salinity. 

He said: “We have been working 
round the clock during this opera¬ 
tion, with Just one, 24-hour break in 
Riga, and we are exhausted. 

’But it has been a tremendously 
successful operation and HMS 
Inverness, with her world»beating 
technology, neutralised seven 
mines. The Latvians have been very 
appreciative of our efforts." 

the operation was Led by the 
Royal Swedish Navy which con¬ 
tributed six vessels. Three came 
from Latvia, two from Estonia, and 
one each from Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Norway. 

A total of 30 mines were found 
along with a torpedo and other 
unexploded ordnance. The opera¬ 
tion was also an opportunity to train 
the Latvian and Estonian navies in 
clearance techniques so they can 
continue the work. 


Admiral rank drop for Second Sea Lord job 


FOR THE first time the job of Second 
Sea Lord anti C-in-C Naval Home 
Command will not be filled by a full 
Admiral when the appointment changes 
hands in January. 

When the Navy’s principal personnel chief. 
Admiral Sir John Bng&tOCKe. retires on 
January 19 he will he replaced by a Vice 
Admiral The man who wilt succeed him, Rear 
Admiral Peter Spencer, will be promoted into 
the appointment from his current task as 
Controller of the Navy and Director General 
Surface Ships. 

That will bring down to only three the num- 


Navy s 

strength - the First Sea Lord, C-in-C Fleet and 
the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff. Should a 
Naval officer hold the post of Chief of the 
Defence staff that number would be augment¬ 
ed by one, 

Tire only other full Admiral who remains on 
the Active List is the former First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Jock Slater who has no official 
appointment. 

A spokesman for the Second Sea Lord said 
the reduction of the appointment to three-star 
level had been planned for some time follow¬ 
ing a job evaluation. Among the responsibili¬ 
ties which have been re-uirected from the 


ng l 

Naval Bases, a task now fulfilled by the Chief 
of Fleet Support, 

That post, too, is being reduced in rank. 
When it is relinquished by Vice Admiral Sir 
John Dunt on April 1, it will be filled by Rear 
Admiral Brian Perowne who will undertake 
the task alongside his current role as Chief 
Executive of the Naval Bases and Supply 
Agency. 

■ Britain's greatest Naval hero - Nelson - 
never reached the ran k of full Admiral He was 
a Vice Admiral when he was killed at the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. 


Hood memorial 
plaque unveiled 

FOUNDER of the HMS Hood 
Association, Fred White, has present¬ 
ed a newly-mounted memorial plaque 
to Weymouth and Portland Borough 
Council to commemorate the 1,418 
lives lost when the battlecruiser was 
sunk in 1941. 

The brass plaque, polished and 
mounted on an oak frame, was 
received by the Mayor. Cllr Tina 
Roebuck, at the Council Offices. 

Originally on a seat presented to 
the council by Fred in 1982, the 
plaque has been replaced there by a 
more weal her resistant version. 
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NEW THINK TANK AIMS TO THINK 'JOINTERY' 


THE NEW Armed Forces think tank' headed by a Royal 
Marines General has been officially opened and named 
the Alanbrooke Centre after Britain's wartime military 
chief* 

The Joint Doctrine and Concepts Centre at Shrivenham, 
Wiltshire, was formally opened bv the third Viscount 
Alanbrooke, son of Field Marshal the viscount Alanbrooke. As 
Chief of the Imperial General Staff from 1941. Alanbrooke 
played a dominating role in shaping Allied strategy. 

Vision of the centre's first Director General, Maj-Gen Tony 


Milton RM t is that it wili become an internationally respected 
institution for the promotion of joint doctrine, concepts and 
peace support operations. 

At present 25 military and civilian staff are in place, a figure 
that is set to more than double by next April, 

Among those attending the opening was Armed Forces 
Minister John Spellar who was in Shrivenham to launch the 
Defence Diplomacy Scholarship scheme* He was there, too, to 
meet students sponsored by the Ministry of Defence to take 
part in an MSc course in global security at Cranfield University. 

Mr Spellar said: “Defence diplomacy aims to defuse tensions 


before they arise. It is ambitious, it requires concerted effort 
and it is vital/' 

He also announced a review of Defence Attaches which has 
been undertaken with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
Recommendations of the study include a reduction in the pri¬ 
ority given to politico-military advice to NATO and Western 
Europe and broad regional coverage elsewhere. 

There will be an increase in defence diplomacy activities in 
Central and Eastern Europe and military advice in sub-Saharan 
Africa* The change of focus will mean a net increase of one 
attache and five defence sections. 


Over 300,000 fail to claim their dues - RBL 


WAR BENEFITS 

LOST TO 'WALL 

0FSLBVCF 


OVER 300,000 ex-Service people are not claiming the war disablement or wid¬ 
ows pensions to which they are entitled, according to the Royal British Legion. 


At present only 301,000 of 
Such benefits are being paid* 
which saves the Government 
millions each year. The RBI. 
also believes that many of the 


SEA safety training is to be 
given to members of all three 
RAF Harrier squadrons that 
embark in Royal Navy carriers* 
And all personnel must he able 
to swim. 

The decision has been made in 
the light of lessons learned during 
the past two years of joint RN- 
RAF carrier operations. 

The air force personnel must 
successfully complete the Navy's 
Basie Sea Safety Course (BSSC) 
within ihree months before their 
firs I embarkation* The course 
remains valid for two years. 

All trainees must be phys¬ 
ically and medically fit and 
must be able to swim 50 
metres without a buoyancy 
aid. 

Meanwhile, a one-day sea safety 
course will be introduced for all 
personnel embarked in RN and 
RFA surface ships who do not 
undergo the BSSC. 

The need for the training has 
been identified by Phoenix dam¬ 
age control school staff at 
Portsmouth, and is designed to 
give sufficient training for immedi¬ 
ate action in an emergency. 

Those who must undertake the 
course include embarked forces, 
medical teams in casualty ships, 
embarked HQ staff University 
RN Unit personnel, RN and civil¬ 
ian trials teams, contractors, and 
any other non-RN personnel 
embarked for more than seven 
days. 

The courses will be held from 
May 3 at Phoenix, and bookings 
can be made with the Training 
Planning Officer, Phoenix NBCD 
School, HMS Excellent, 
Portsmouth, P02 8ER fief 93832 
7022), 

Details are published in Joint 
Service Defence Council 
Instructions 124 & 125/99, 


eight million members of the 
ex-Service community are not 
claiming the social security 
benefits to which they are enti¬ 
tled because they are too 
proud, because the system is 
too confusing, or because they 
may forget to claim when per¬ 
sonal circumstances change. 

Secretary General of the 
Legion, Ian Townsend, said: “We 
need to break this wall of silence 
which stops people front claiming 
what they are entitled to and 
need. We hope that if the ex- 
Service community is in doubt 
about their entitlements, they 
will call the Legion for advice.” 

Ex-Scrvice people and their 
dependants who need advice on 
State benefits should call the 
Legion line on 0345 725 725, 

Meanwhile, the Legion has 
challenged a statement made by 
DSS Minister Hugh Bay ley. In 
reply to a Parliamentary question 
by Liberal Democrat M P Lemhit 
tipik, he said I hat a full disregard 
of war disablement and war wid¬ 
ows pensions would cost the tax¬ 
payer £160 million. 

The current system leaves dis¬ 
regard decisions to the discretion 
of each local authority who can 
decide whether and how much 
income-related benefit is deduct¬ 
ed by recipients of the pensions. 

The Legion says the cost to the 
taxpayer of full disregard every¬ 
where would be 40 times less - £4 


million - than the figure given, 
because Mr Bay ley probably 
based his calculations on the 
assumption that all war pensions 
claimants were receiving income- 
related benefits. 

The Legion points out that 4DK 
local authorities totally disregard 
war and war widows pensions, 
seven totally disregard war pen¬ 
sions only, & only partially disre¬ 
gard both pensions, and nine - in 
Cleveland, Manchester Durham 
and Tyne & Wear - only disreg¬ 
ard the statutory minimum of 
10 . 

War widows who remar¬ 
ry will not, after all, be able 
to keep their pensions fol¬ 
lowing the end of the 
House of Lords revolt 
which at one stage threat¬ 
ened to overturn the 
Government's Welfare 
Reform Bill. 

Baroness Strange, moving an 
amendment to the Bill, said it 
affected 2,650 widows and that 
the War Widows Association 
held that the pension should be 
for life regardless of marital sta¬ 
tus, 

De fen ce Min is te r Ba ron e ss 
Symons said if the pension was 
not ended on remarriage it would 
cause resentment among women 
whose husbands had died work¬ 
ing for the police and emergency 
services, who did not have the 
same privileges. 




BATH 

NIGHT 

FIRST Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce meets City of 
Bath Cadets on arrival 
at the Guildhall for a 
Trafalgar Night 

Banquet hosted by the 
MOD Bath Wardroom. 

Special guest at RN 
Air Station Cuidrose’s 
Trafalgar Ladies' Night 
Dinner was BBC news 
correspondent Kate 
Adie* 


Surge of support 
for FAA memorial 


PLANNING permission has now been given for the new Fleet 
Air Arm memorial in Whitehall - which has won massive 
approval from the House of Commons. 


As first revealed in Navy News in 
December 1997. the memorial by 
sculptor James Butler takes the 
form of a bronze figure of 
Daedalus, the character in Greek 
mythology who pioneered human 
flight with wings fashioned from 
feathers and wax. 


An Early Day Motion welcom¬ 
ing the memorial, to be unveiled in 
June 2000, was tabled by Dr Julian 
Lewis, MP far New Forest East* 

It gathered over 1(30 signatures 
in under two days and Dr Lewis 
told Navy News: “This is an 
immensely popular motion which 
shows how popular this excellent 
cause is amongst all my col- 


Fishy business 


leagues.” 

Some £138,000 of the cost of the 
£350,000 memorial has so far been 
raised. Donations to: Fleet Air 
Arm Memorial Appeal, 4 St James 
Square, London SWt Y4UJ. 


Well, it's better than a slap in the face with a wet haddock , *, 
When the Prince of Wales came to Portsmouth to present a 
Queen's Colour to the RN Surface Flotilla, he paid private calls 
to HMS Grafton and HMS Shetland - where keen fishermen 
LMEM Andy Stocker and AB Bob Neivens presented him with 
a splendid turbot caught on a recent patrol. 

The Prince attended a reception and lunch on board the 
Fleet flagship HMS Illustrious after presenting the Colour - the 
first the Surface Flotilla has received since its establishment In 
1992 to provide a single “Type Commander” for all RN surface 

warships. Picture: LA( PHOT) Paul Smith 


Xmas concert 

TICKETS at £5 are still avail¬ 
able for the Royal Marines 
School of Music/Portsmouth 
University Christmas Concert 
at St Mary's Church, 
Portsmouth on December 9 at 
7.30p.m. Call the Concert 
Secretary on 01705 726182. 
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MINISTER’S RESPONSE AFTER MPs REPORT TALKS OF ‘SCANDALOUS’ RUNDOWN 


Medical 

Service 


THE GOVERNMENT will not rest until the problems 
facing the Defence Medical Services are solved, 
said Armed Forces Minister John Spellar in the 


wake of a report by an ail¬ 
ing to what they term a * 
the Forces medical cover 

In his statement follow¬ 
ing criticism by the House 
of Commons Defence 
Committee, Mr Spellar said 
the Strategic Defence 
Review recognised the 
weakness in the Defence 
Medical Services and took 
steps to put them right, 

"We now have measures in 
place to enhance the opera¬ 
tional capability of the DMS 
and improve recruitment and 
retention,” he said, "These ini¬ 
tiatives are supported by sub¬ 
stantial additional funding 
which followed the Review in 
July last year, but we cannot 
expect to see the results 
overnight.” 

While it Is not the first time 
that the Defence Committee 
have criticised the way m 
which the DMS has been run, 
this latest blast is the most 
searing. 


party group of MPs point- 
scandalous” rundown in 

The Committee believes the 
Services no longer have 
enough medical specialists 
and field theatre teams to sup¬ 
port a large-scale military 
operation such as that in the 
Falklands in 1982. 

The Government was having 
to rely on Reservists "that sim¬ 
ply do not exist". 

The Committee painted a 
icture of military hospitals 
eing closed or marked for 
closure, low morale among 
medical staff, and large-scale 
resignations for more lucrative 
work in the NHS. 

The report said that since 
1989 the DMS’s strength had 
halved while the Armed Forces 
in general had been cut by 
one-third. There was a short¬ 
fall of 50 per cent In doctors 
and 25 per cent in nurses. In 
the specialist areas 77 per cent 
of anaesthetists' posts 
remained unfilled, there were 



only three consultants who 
could be deployed while the 
need was for 28, and there 
were only two burns and plas¬ 
tic surgery consultants 
against a requirement for ten. 

in particular, the report criti¬ 
cised the announcement of 
the closure of Hasfar before 
plans for the Centre for 
Defence Medicine had been 
worked out fully : That had 
caused uncertainty which the 
Committee suspected had 
been a ‘strong contributory 
factorin resignations of 
Haslar staff. 

The MPs regretted that there 
was no adequate investigation 
into the possibility of siting the 
new centre al Haslar. When 


Haslar became a tri-Service 
hospital in 1994 "painful 
adjustments" had to be made 
by staff and others to cope 
with relocation. ”lt a need for a 
tri-Service hospital remains, 
Haslar should be made to 
work, rather than abandoned 
on the basis of five years' 
experience;' they said. 

They also believed that the 
DMS was suffering from 
review fatigue; there had been 
too many - three in the past 
five years. 

However, the Committee 
said that it welcomed the 
Government's new proposals 
to improve recruitment and 
retention, to enhance the pro¬ 
vision of secondary care, and 


• According to the Commons Defence Committee there are too few field operating theatre teams 
such as this from the Medical Squadron of the Commando Logistic Regt, 3 Cdo Brigade , operating 
in Egypt as part of Exercise Bright Star (see centre pages). 


to streamline the Defence 
Medical Service. But, the 
Ministry of Defence had to 
"demonstrate its commitment 
to implementing its plans". 


OVERSTRETCH is having 
a severe effect on the 
morale of Armed Forces 
dentists, says a report by 
the British Dental 
Association. 

Following a survey of its 
members in the Services, the 
Association has concluded 
that dental surgeons are 
leaving the Forces due to 
lack of stability, poor 
lifestyle and deteriorating 
career prospects. 

The BDA says that after 
completing their training, 44 
per cent of Service dentists 
plan to leave after five years 
and 78 per cent after eight to 
ten years. 

The survey also highlights 
unequal pay and pensions 
compared with both doctors 
in the Services and civilian 
dentists. 


Technicians to be recruited 


RECRUITMENT of Armed 
Forces medical technicians has 
restarted as a result of the 
Laurence Report on the DMS 
which followed on from the 
Strategic Defence Review. 

Single Services can now take 
on such people as radiographers, 
lab technicians and pharmacy 
technicians against their own 
operational and retained task 
need. 


The move, announced in Joint 
Service Defence Council 
Insirueticm 122/99, is pari of a 
three-stage management strategy 
for DMS medical technicians. 

Other results of the review 
include work by the Surgeon 
General towards common terms 
of service, and further work to 
examine the long-term manage¬ 
ment structure for all Defence 
medical technicians. 


'We won't rest' pledge over 
cure for 


TORCH PEN - Write in the dark* dime range tight 



£ 3.00 in p&p (Discount on bulk orders) 
Extremely useful for night work, drivers 3 technicians. 
Standard bail point • Power source 2 x LR44 batteries inc. 

Send cheques / P.O.’s to - S Paterson 
13 Covindale House, Pedham Close, Southsea, 
Hants P04 9RY Telephone 01705 755941 

HAVE YOU MISSED US? 

Back copies available from 1983 

Bing Anne Young 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826040 

Navy News - The Paper that lives up to its name! 




CREDIT CARD NEWS 


The above Credit Cards wilt not be accepted on orders of less than E5. 

Please debil my my........... . Card 

My order is attached for.. . 

Cardholders Name: ...... 

Cardholders Address: ..... 




.............. Tel: ..,,. 

Number Switch Issue No. 


Expiry Dale Cardholders Signature Amount 


Foreign 
influx 
for UK 
training 

DUTCH and German war¬ 
ship* arc the latest ‘students" 
to pass through the Royal 
Navy's renowned training pro¬ 
gramme based in Devon port. 

The frigates HNLMS Tjerk 
Hiddes and KGS Nicdcrsathscn 
arc based in Plymouth for compre¬ 
hensive operational training pro¬ 
grammes provided by E ; lag Officer 
Sea Training (FOST). 

Other recent visitors include 
Belgian frigate RNF Wielingen, 
Greek frigate HS Sal a mis and 
another Dutch vessel, the support 
ship Amsterdam 

Shorter visits were made hy the 
400-toiine Swedish corvette 
Kalmar and the submarine 
Sodermanland; the latter has sup¬ 
ported anti-submarine exercises 
hy providing conventional opposi¬ 
tion to surface forces, as the Royal 
Navy has an all-nuclear fleet. 

The German, Dutch, Turkish 
and Italian navies have also sup¬ 
plied submarine ‘opponents* for 
surface units under training. 

In the past year, more lhan 60 
major warships and more than 50 
mine warfare or patrol vessels 
have undertaken FOSTs training 
packages. 

One third of the vessels are 
from foreign navies, representing 
almost 20 countries. 



Gloucester's rare old time 


THE MAYOR OF Gloucester inspects a 
guard from the destroyer HMS Gloucester 
for the first time since the Freedom of the 
City was conferred on the ship over a 
decade ago. 

It was also the first time since 1988 that mem¬ 
bers of the ship's company had exercised their 
right to march through Gloucester with bayonets 
fixed, drums beating, bands playing and Colours 
Hying. 

The Type 42 destroyer, which has received a 
£6.5 million upgrade at Portsmouth, called at 
Avonmouth in mid-October to make a weekend 
visit to her namesake city. 

The Freedom commemoration started with a 
service at Gloucester Cathedral after which the 
ship's company, with the Royal Marines Band, 
Plymouth, was inspected by the Mayor, Cilr 
Arthur Meredith. He and the Naval Regional 
Officer, Commodore Robin Johns, took the 
salute outside the city's Guildhall. 

A civic reception for all on parade was then 


hosted by the City Council. 

Other events during the weekend included 
sports and social activities and visits to the ship 
by affiliated organisations, including schools, 
Sea Cadet units, and local members of the Royal 
Naval Association and Royal British Legion. 

HMS Gloucester, under her Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Paul Cook, made the visit on her 
return from operational sea training and partici¬ 
pation in the multi-national NATO exercise 
Northern Lights which involved 90 ships and 
many aircraft from 11 countries being tested in a 
Kosovo-like rapid deployment scenario. 

m On Armistice Day, HMS Gloucester sailor 
CPO(QPS)(S) Roy Flint returned to his old 
school, Thetford Grammar, to take part in the 
school s remembrance of ex-pupils who died 
when the ninth Gloucester was sunk. 

The cruiser went down under German air 
attacks off Crete in 1941. Of the ship's 807 com¬ 
plement, only 83 survived the war. 

Ptcture The Citizen•. Gloucester 
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Shins of flie Roval Naw 


No 529 




• Officers under training: HMS Orwetl. 


Facts and figures 

1 

Class: River-class training vessel 

Beam: 10,5 metres 


Pennant number; M2011 

Draught: 3.2 metres 


Builder: Richards Shipbuilders 

Speed: 15 knots 


Launched: February 7, 1985 

Complement: 54 total (ships company 26) 


Commissioned: March 22,1986 

Machinery: Two Ruston diesels, two shafts 


Displacement: 930 tonnes 

Radar: Type 1007 1-band 


Length: 47.5 metres 

Affiliations: Harwich town; TS Tyne 



Destroyers damaged 
in both world wars 


THE CURRENT HMS Orwell is the fourth 
ship to bear the name of the East Anglian 
river, although the first appeared as recent¬ 
ly as 1866 . 

That was a Brito mart-class wooden steam 
gunboat, built at Portsmouth Dockyard in 1666, 
and disposed of In 1890. 

Next was one of the earliest torpedo-boat 
destroyers, built by Laird Bros in 1693. 

A B-class vessel, she displaced 380 tons and 
was capable of 30 knots. 

She served tn the Mediterranean Fleet from 
1900. and was on patrol and convoy duties at 
Scapa in the first three years of the First World 
War 

in September 1917 she was engaged in action 
with a U-boat, and barely three months later was 
damaged on rocks, and had to be repaired in 
Aberdeen. 

Orwell recommissioned in May 1913 and 
undertook further escort duties in the Irish Sea 
until the end of the war. She was sold in 1920. 

The third Orwell made her appearance in early 
1942, and won all the name s Battle Honours. 

The O-class ship, built by Thornycroft, dis- 

f jlaced 1,540 tons, and registered 2,625 tons fully 
oaded, with a top speed of 34 knots. 


She served on Arctic convoys as part of the 
17th Destroyer Flotilla, engaging the German 
battlecruiser Hipper on New Year’s Eve, 1942, 
200 miles north-west of the Kola Inlet when her 
convoy was attacked. 

In 1943 she operated from Scapa and 
Gibraltar, rescuing survivors of U-489 which 
was sunk by a Sunderland flying boat. 

In April 1944 she took part in Normandy land¬ 
ing rehearsals at SJapton Sands when E-boats 
attacked, and in company with Offa she engaged 
the enemy, but the smaller, faster craft were able 
to use their speed to escape. 

By the summer of 1944 she had moved to 
Dover for the Normandy landings themselves, 
but then returned to Arctic convoy duties. 

In March 1945 she was converted for minelay¬ 
ing, and was damaged off Kola the following 
month while laying mines. 

Orwell also took part in the the last Home Fleet 
offensive, Operation Judgment, a successful sea 
and air strike against German depot ships m 
Norway. 

After the war she paid off to reserve, but was 
converted to a Type 16 anti-submarine frigate in 
1952. She reverted to reserve in 1958 and was 
scrapped in 1965. 


A first taste of 
life in a warship 


O NE OF the Navy's smaller ships is 
possibly one of the most familiar to 
many officers in the Service, 

HMS Orwell Is an important element in the 
training of Young Officers at Dartmouth, and is 
often their first real taste of life at sea with the 
Roval Navy. 

(Originally designed as a wire-sweep Fleet 
minesweeper to operate in deep water on the UK con¬ 
tinental shelf, Orwell was attached to Tyne RNR at 
Newcastle as part of ihc Tenth Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron until April 1994. 

Four of the 12 River-class vessels were subsequent¬ 
ly converted for use as Northern Ireland patrol ships, 
but Orwell - the last remaining River-class in the Fleet 
- joined the Inshore Training Squadron, now the First 
Patrol Boat Squadron, as a navigation training vessel. 

On conversion, she lost her gun and mine sweeping 
gear and gained extra accommodation, and a special¬ 
ly-equipped classroom on the quarterdeck. 

Her sister ships were sold to Bangladesh and Brazil 
between 1994 and 1998. 

Orwell, built to a commercial design, was launched 
in February 1985 by Mrs Eckersley-Maslin, wife of 
Rear-Admiral Eckersley-Maslin, and is a true ocean¬ 
going ship which can remain at sea for long periods 
without support, but much of her work is done rather 
closer to home, off the South Coast. 

As a manoeuvrable vessel, Orwell is a fine platform 
in which to learn the skills of navigation, seamanship, 
command and marine engineering, and as part of her 
1994 conversion she received a purpose-built class¬ 
room, fitted out with an additional radar repeat, gyro 
and log repeats, and a navigation computer. 

Her primary role is now that of Dartmouth 
Navigation Training Ship, which involves taking 
groups of up to 24 Young Officers from the Britannia 


Royal Naval College for their first experience of life at 
sea and an introduction to navigation. 

In five-day stints, the Young Officers study basic 
coastal navigation and principles of seamanship, fire- 
fighting, damage control and supply whilst working 
with all departments of the ship's company. 

in addition, Orwell can be tasked with advanced 
navigation training for International Officers from the 
School of Maritime Operations at HMS Dryad, and 
sea training for students from University RN Units. 

During the summer, under her Commanding 
Officer Ll Ian Clarke, Orwell visited her affiliated 
town of Harwich, and called at Antwerp with the 
German Naval Training Squadron. 

She has recently emerged from a docking period 
under Fleet Support Ltd in Portsmouth with a new 
hydraulic crane and sounder enhancement as well as 
improvements to machinery and living areas. 

Next on the schedule is operational sea training at 
Faslane before Christmas, returning to Dartmouth in 
January. 

She recently starred on television during repeats of 
the BBC comedy series The Fast Show in the sketch 
entitled Liberrymen. 


HONOURS 


Barents Sea.1942 

Arctic.1942-45 

Atlantic.1943 

Normandy.1944 

Norway.1945 


CHINA FLEET CLUB (UK) CHARITABLE TRUST 

Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 6LJ 

TIMESHARE HOLIDAYS - SUMMER 2000 


Thinking about booking a holiday next summer? 

Here is a fantastic opportunity for you to enjoy a luxury holiday in the UK with your friends and 
family during Summer 2000. Whether you are looking for action, relaxation or revitalisation, we 
believe we have something to suit all tastes and ages. 

12 spectacular locations to choose from, all offering a choice of places to visit and things to do. 
At E425 per week per holiday, they also provide excellent value for money. All accommodation is 
6 berth and offers the freedom of self-catering. 

Here are just some of the holidays available:- 

BRAITHWAITE COURT. THE LAKE DISTRICT 

Close to Keswick in the heart of the Northern English lakes, this Is 
an ideal location lor beautiful walks, water sports and various scenic 
and historical attractions, 

COYLUMBRIDGE, SCOTLAND 

Nestling in the foothills of the Cairngorm mountains. Coylumbridge 
is just over two miJes from Aviemore, Scotland's premiere holiday 
resort. Accommodation is in fully equipped "nordic style" luxury 
lodges. 

LA GRANDE MARE, GUERNSEY 

Adjacent to a beautiful sandy bay and with private grounds of over 
f 10 acres, including IS hole golf course and a choice of leisure 
facilities onsite, 

NARROW BOATS, NARTON JUNCTION 

For an altogether leisurely holiday, the Narrow Boats are well 
equipped luxury boats set on Ihe English Inland Waterways, Tuition 
will be given prior to cruise. 

ST BRIDES CASTLE, WALES 

St 0ndes Castle is an impressive baronial country mansion. The 
buildings hawe been convened into luxury self-catering apartments, 
with many onsite facilities. 

The Timeshares were purchased by ihe Trust solely for the use of their beneficiaries, the serving ratings 
of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. Therefore, make the most of this opportunity and apply now! 

Successful applicants will fcra selected by means of a draw and wilt be responsible for thslr own travel arrangements. 

Pots are allowed In some locations 

(The clpoihg date for applications is Friday,, SJSlh February 2CXHI - successful applicants from 19§9 may re-apply) 


For further information, please complete and return the form below or telephone Q1752 848447 
-- 

TITLE : Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other*. .SURNAME :.,.....INITIALS :...... 

ADDRESS :........................ 

..............POST CODE :..... 

TELEPHONE NO .....Ship/Establishment:......... 

4 Delete Os appropriate 
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Letters 





Why not a 
few famous 
names for 
the 45s? 


NOW that it is planned to replace the Type 42 destroyers 
with the Type 45s in the next few years, I wonder if their 
Lordships at the Admiralty have given any consideration to 
the names that the new ships will be given? 


Tradition has often been 
maintained by sticking with 
established classes, eg ‘County’- 
class, Town’-class etc, so that units 
of today’s Fleet already carry some 
very famous names, e.g. Ark 
Royal, Illustrious, Sheffield, 
Exeter, Iron Duke, to name but a 
few. 

Bearing in mind also that, 
although ships may be lost at sea 
or end their days at the breaker's 
yard, their names live on, I ihink 
that it is about time that some 
equally famous names were 
resurrected. 

How about Acasta, Ardent, 
Glorious, Glowworm, Hotspur, 
Hardy, Hood, Suffolk, Cossack, 
Prince of Wales, Duke of York, 
Achates, Onslow, Kelly, Amethyst. 

I’m sure that my "fellow Navy 
News readers could add plenty 
more equally distinguished names 
to the list. 

I have a personal interest in the 
first name on that list. My 
grandfather was lost with the 
destroyer Aeasta in June 1941) 
when she and her chummy ship 
Ardent, who were bringing the 
carrier Glorious home from 
Norway, were sunk by the German 
battlecruisers Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau. 

In the action, hoth destroyers 
behaved impeccably in their efforts 
to protect their charge, and before 
falling under the enemy's gunfire, 
Acasta was able to hit Seharnhorsl 
with a torpedo. 

My father, an ex-Navy man 
himself, has always fell 
disappointed that when the Navy 
was commissioning the Type 21 
frigates in the 19711s, whilst some 
of the new ships carried names 
from the old A'-class destroyers of 
the 1930s, including Ardent (later 
lost in the Falkkinds) one was not 
named Acasta. 

I think it would be a great 
tribute to those two brave ships if 
two latter-day destroyers were to 
bear the names Ardent and 
Acasta. - Tim McCullen, 
Southampton 


All five 
served 

REGARDING Harry Swift and 
his three brothers all being in the 
Navy during World War II 
(October issue) I believe my five 
cousins, the Crook brothers, hold 
the record, 

Frank, Ken, Don. Bernard and 
Len, who lived in Cawley, all 
joined the Navy and all emerged 
unscathed in 1945. If they had 
been old enough, their younger 
brothers Lionel and Neville might 
have done the same, - K. Hoblyn, 
Cowley, 

Churchill 
in KGV 

F. E. PAXTON’s picture of 
Churchill (November issue) was 
taken on board the battleship 
1 IMS King George V in which 1 
was serving as a midshipman at the 
time. 

We sailed from Gibraltar for the 
UK at 0300 on January 15, 1944, 
having embarked him the previous 
evening. He had been 
convalescing in Marrakesh after a 
serious bout of pneumonia. Mrs 
Churchill, their daughter Sarah 
and his doctor. Lord Moran, 
accompanied him. 

We maintained a passage speed 
of 25 knots, increasing later to 27 
knots, in order to make our ETA 
of 2230 on January 17 in Plymouth 
Sound. Our course took us well 
out in the Atlantic to avoid 
German attention. 

Escorts, initially, were the 
cruiser Mauritius and the 
destroyers Brilliant. Antelope and 
Anthony. The first three were 
later relieved by Glasgow, Meteor 
and HMCS Athabaskan, 

The undoubted highlight of the 
trip for us midshipmen was the 
visit of Mr Churchill to the 
Gunroom on January 17, when we 
were able to chat with him. Three 
of my gunroom colleagues are in 
the picture. - Vice Admiral Sir 
Cameron Rusby, Yeovil, 
Somerset. 


WRNS 

March 


FURTHER to R. O’Donnell’s 
letter concerning Richard 
Addinsell’s WRNS March, readers 
may he interested to know that an 
excellent modern recording of the 
piece is included on an ASV 
compact disc (CD WHL 2115) 
devoted entirely to the music of 
this composer. 

It is played by the Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia conducted by an 
Addinscll specialist, Kenneth 
Alwyn. 

According to the notes, the 
march was composed for a 
Ministry of Information 
documentary film made in 1942. 
The middle section apparently has 
stirring words added by Clenience 
Dane but not included on this 
recording. - R. D, Hyslop, 
Surbiton^ 


family 

OUR son serves in HMS Fearless 
as an MEM2. He has been in the 
Navy for two years and loves every 
aspect of it, representing the Navy 
and HMS Fearless in alhleties and 
cross-country running. 

The ship’s Families Day was for 
my father one of much emotion 
and nostalgia. Il was 52 years ago 
that he was last in Pompey. He 
served in several ships during the 
Korean War as a stoker, so having 
his photograph taken on board 
with his son and grandson was the 
highlight of his day. 

The Navy did us proud. We 
were escorted all round the ship hv 
our son and saw a firefighting 
display in which he was involved, 

A Lynx helicopter did a fly-by, 
as did a Tornado - and the Red 
Arrows did two. What a day! 

Our youngest, 11 -year-old son is 
now adamant that he is joining the 
Navy. What an experience for him. 
We look forward to next year's 
Families Day - but they will have 
to go some way to beat this year’s. 
- Mrs J. Nicholls, Rotherham. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent s name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 


'Theme park' 
Chatham 
under fire 

I FEEL I must write to tell everyone who reads Navy News about the closure of the 
Chatham Dockyard Historical Museum next year. 


ju 

T! 


At the present time it is 
situated in the old paint shop 
ust inside the main gate, 
’’here are two floors full of 
both dockyard and Naval 
artefacts, models, photo¬ 
graphs, pain-tings and a very 
good library. 

In the same building they have 
a small shop and cafe where you 
can sit and talk about the Navy in 
Chatham and the part it played in 
so many people's lives. 

The dockyard is now called the 
World Naval Base! It is now being 
run as a theme park by people 
who know nothing about its past 
history and what it has to offer the 
future. 

Profit is the main word in their 
lives, but since the change of 
name and the change at the top, l 
as a local to the Medway area and 
frequent visitor to the yard, have 
seen less and less people in there. 

The museum is to he moved 
into a different building with 
other things, which will mean less 
space to display all the things they 
have to show to the general public 
as well as to past and present 
Naval personnel. 

Now that the Cavalier is back in 
Chatham with the Gannet and 
Ocelot, they should make the 
most of all they have and offer it 
to the people for what it is and I 
feel the public would come back 
for more again and again. - Ray 


Shipley, Rochester, Kent. 

World Naval Base replies: The 
relocation of the Historical 
Society collections to a new 
museum, housed within the Fitted 
Rigging House building , is 
scheduled to take place m the 
first half of next year 

The new museum will, in fact, 
contain all the artefacts found 
within the exis ting His toricat 
Society Museum , together with 
other collections currently 
dispersed around the 80-acre site 
of World Naval Base, Chatham. 

The existing Historical Society 
Museum is undoubtedly one of 
the star attractions within the 
many galleries and exhibits at 
World Naval Base. 

it houses most of the material 
related to the dockyard of this 
century and indeed the late 19th 
century. However, in recent years 
its difficult location at the 
southern extremity of the site has 
meant that less than ten per cent 
of visitors to the World Naval 


Base actually find it 

This will be rectified through its 
relocation to the Fitted Rigging 
House - which by being the point 
of entry from next year wifi ensure 
that 100 per cent of visitors will 
get to see the marvellous 
treasures collected by the 
Historical Society (tourists will be 
transported from the visitor car 
park to the new museum by the 
soon- to-be-restored Dockyard 
Steam Railwayl 
importantly the Chatham 
Dockyard Historical Society plan 
to continue their many valued 
activities in their new location. 

Since the rebranding of the 
dockyard f visitor numbers to 
World Naval Base, the Historic 
Dockyard , Chatham have 
increased by 120 per cent. 
Further growth In the number of 
tourists Is expected as the £14 
million Heritage Lottery 
Fund/Medway Council/English 
Heritage development prog¬ 
ramme continues. 


^ Navy News 

No.545 46th year 

Editorial and Business address: Leviathan Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, PQ1 3HH 
Editor: Jim Alla way 
Deputy Editor: Anton Hanney 
Assistant Editors: Dominic Blake and Mike Gray 
Business Manager: Anne Driver 
TELEPHONES 

Editorial: 01705-294228,724163 Fax: 01705 838845 
(Mil. PNB 24163) 

Advertising: 01705 725062 & 724226 
Distribution: 01705 725136 Accounts: 01705 826040 
24 hour service to all departments 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705-830149 


Bombay 

battle 

boat 

CAN you assist with 
identification of the ship 
shown in the photograph 
enclosed? The model was 
owned by an Indian friend 
of mine who obtained It 
from his grandfather many 
years ago in Bombay. It has 
now been cleaned and re- 
silvered and is an excellent 
piece of workmanship. - J. 
Dempsey, Ruwi, Oman. 
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Five star care 

for seniors 
★★★★★ 

Well established and extremely successful in America, 
Sunrise Assisted Living is now opening brand-new 
homes in Britain, Our accommodation is more like a 5 
star hotel than traditional long-term care settings, not 
just because we provide high quality individualised 
assistance, but because we respect the people that we 
care for - their independence, choice and self reliance. 

There are a huge range of spacious rooms and 
apartments, both independent and assisted living for 
you to choose from and we welcome pets! The 
atmosphere is extremely relaxed, friendly and home 
like, with a whole range of activities, but there is all the 
back-up care and support that you might need - 
everything from help with bathing and dressing, house 
keeping, medication monitoring and incontinence care. 

Comprehensive care is available for people with 
Alzheimer's and memory impairment * in a separate 
building which allows residents to live with as much 
dignity as possible in a loving and caring 
environment. 


BRMHGHAM'S EARUER VISIT 


IN 1941 the cruiser HMS Birmingham (shown here in 1955) paid a visit to the island of Trlnidade. We 
merely circled round the island, which was then uninhabited, to see it any survivors from ships sunk 
might have got there. So HMS Somerset's visit was not the first for 100 years, as stated in last 
month’s issue, - Cdr D. G. F Bird, Nyewood, Hants, 

Ah, but HMS Somerset actually landed a party ashore on this occasion, as stated : - Ed. 


Speedy not 
the first 

HMS SPEEDY was my pro¬ 
ject and I remain very 
proud of her, particularly 
having run trials In Puget 
Sound. 

However, Speedy was 
not the RN's first hydrofoil 
as stated In your November 
issue. 

There was a towed, fast 
target in the early 1920s; 
MTB 101, built by J. S. 
White in the late 1930s; and 
MTB 109 by Denny during 
the war. - D. K, Brown, 
RCNC, Bath. 

• HMS Speedy in Puget 
Sound „ near Seattle, USA, 
1979 . 


Record 

breaker? 


Wartime wrecks: 
‘Let shipmates 
lie in peace’ plea 

HAVING just received my November issue I note the fact that 
what is left of one of our submarines, HMS Regent, has recently 
been discovered off Taranto. 


This seems to be an ever 
increasing occurrence, that war¬ 
ships lost during the war are fre¬ 
quently being discovered by divers, 
and brings to mind a statement 
which appeared in a national daily 
newspaper some weeks ago. 

This concerned the loss of HMS 
Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse 
in December 1941 and was to the 
effect that a Government 
spokesman “doesn't rule out the 
possibility of salvage” of these 
ships, 

I say that the gentleman making 
Ibis statement, together with any¬ 
one else in Government holding 
similar views, should he thorough¬ 
ly ashamed, not only in respect of 
the two vessels named, but also 
with regard to the very many other 
ships lost in action. 

The same ean also be said of the 
so-called "sports divers" who may 


be inclined to interfere. Lei our 
shipmates lie in peace! - R. Kay, 
Bolton 


AS TO WO Tony Col Iyer's 42 
years’ service - is this a record? 
(September issue). I joined the 
Navy at HMS St Vincent in 
October 1937 as a Boy Seaman 
and retired to pension as a CPO 
Coxswain on my 65th birthday, 
having served continuously 
throughout this period. Prior to 
joining HMS St. Vincent I had 
been in TS Arethusa from May 
1936, 

My total service in the RN was 
49 years and 131 days, - H. C. 
Bodle, Hove. Sussex. 





SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 

Contact Elizabeth Caple 

rlx$1 JOHN HODGE & CO. 

SOLICITORS 

0117 929 2281 

Immediate and FREE initial advice 

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee 

Members of The Low Society Personal Injury and Medical Negligence Panels 


Sunrise 

Assisted Living’ 

At Frocnal House 
F ormer Wrif of Lord Sydney 

Conveniently located less 
than a minute from the 
Chislehurst exit off the A20, 
adjacent to 

Queen Mary's Hospital 

Frognal Avenue, 
off Watery Lane, 
Sidcup, Kent DA14 6LS 


I AM a dedicated reader of Navy News, especially the Gangplank page, even though I am 
16 going on 17. 1 have an older brother in the Navy and a lot of my family were also in the 
Navy. 


In your July issue you asked 
your readers to write a poem. I 
realise that my poem might be 
a hit hard for the younger 
readers to understand, but I 
thought Td send it anyway. I 
was inspired after watching 
one of my Dad's many battle¬ 
ship and submarine videos. 

Submarine 

The ocean is calm and peaceful 
as it flows, 

A picturesque scene it daily 
shows. 

The movement is kept in perfect 
motion, 

And only stirs when it has emo¬ 
tion. 

Suddenly a metal eye rises up, 
But the ocean will not let up. 

The water is disturbed, 

And left fully uncurbed. 

After a while there s a metal body 
too , 

Which reflects fantastically in the 
ocean's blue. 

The metal body the ocean proud¬ 
ly holds, 

The ocean, caressing the body's 
tight folds. 

Once again the ocean is peace¬ 
ful and calm t 

Holding the body in its giant 
palm. 

The body, of course, is a subma¬ 
rine. 

That can or cannot be seen . 


To the Royal Navy it does 
belong. 

Whose members serve us all the 
day long, 

So always on the ocean is a pic¬ 
turesque scene. 

Whether holding or not a subma¬ 
rine. 

- Karen Walsh, Runcorn, 
Cheshire. 

The public 
expects 

REGARDING GY Thompson’s 
comments on Dress Ship 
(November issue) I am amazed to 
hear this diatribe coming from a 
Chief Yeoman. 

Surely flags are issued to be 
used. Navies worldwide dress ship, 
and it is very much a part of our 
own tradition, along with Morning 
and Evening Colours. 

The public expects to see ships 
dressed overall on special occa¬ 
sions, As for being outdated. 
Dress Ship is as much a part of the 
Navy as HMS Victory, 

Come on Yeoman, think Navy 
and get on with it. - Zlggy Kirk, 
Newark. Notts. 


Chain 

letter 

I was recently contacted, in my 
capacity us managing secretary, 
RN Engineers* Benevolent 
Society, by a former Artificer via 
an interesting route. 

He had joined up in 1970 and 
demobbed out in 1992. Change of 
address and/or hank details, with¬ 
out notifying the Society, meant 
that his subs were upaid, he failed 
to respond to my predecessor's let¬ 
ters and his membership lapsed. 

Seeing a programme about 
‘dead accounts* presented by 
Carol Vorderman reminded him 
that he might have such an 
account with the RNEBS, but how 
to find out? 

As he was in receipt of a pen¬ 
sion, he wrote to HMS Centurion. 
They put him in touch with RNBT 
They pul him in touch with the 
RNEBS Memorial Club at 46 
Clarence Parade, Southsea, They 
forwarded his letter to me. 

I wish to thank all those 
involved in this chain for their 
helpfulness. - C. C, Heaver, 
RNEBS, 113 North Hill. Plymouth 
PL4 8JY 


For further 
information or 
for informal visits 
please telephone 

0181 302 6200 

Short term 
stays available 


‘The metal body 
the ocean 
proudly holds’ 
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GALLANTRY AWARDS FOR THE NAVY’S MEN OF COURAGE 


Commando climbed into dangling truck to help driver 


FOR CLAMBERING into a wrecked 
and precariously perched Comm¬ 
ando vehicle to help its trapped dri¬ 
ver, C/Sgt Ron Lang has been 
awarded the Queen’s Commen¬ 
dation for Bravery, 

The incident happened last January 
13 while 45 Cdo RM were on exercise 
amid the snows of northern Norway, A 
8V206 - a tracked, over-snow vehicle - 
was being driven along a road by Mne 
Andrew Dorward when it skidded, top¬ 
pled over a crash barrier and tumbled 
into a steep gully. 


Its fall was broken by trees 40m 
downhill, but the front cab was 
destroyed and Mne Dorward was 
injured and bent double in the passen¬ 
ger footwell with his legs protruding 
through the broken windscreen. Below, 
there was another, 20m drop. 

The driver of a following 8V raised the 
alarm, and taking two other Marines, 
C/Sgt Lang rushed to the scene. He 
climbed down to Mne Dorward, reas¬ 
sured him, and with what ropes were 
available tried to secure the vehicle. 
Ignoring the fact that it was still large¬ 


ly unsecured, C/Sgt Lang climbed into 
the BV to give what medical help he 
could and tried to protect the injured 
man from the cold, the temperature 
being minus 150 at the time. 

In darkness he tried with his bare 
hands to pull apart the parts of the cab 
structure that were trapping Mne 
Dorward, and as further help arrived he 
continued the attempt with a carpen¬ 
ter’s ripsaw and other tools. 

Despite his efforts, the injured driver 
remained trapped and C/Sgt Lang 
stayed with him, providing reassurance, 


until the emergency services arrived an 
hour later. 

The award citation comments that 
C/Sgt Lang placed himself in consider¬ 
able danger, scorned personal discom¬ 
fort, and acted calmly and coolly to 
bring a degree of control to a scene of 
chaos. 

"He displayed consummate profes¬ 
sionalism throughout and was instru¬ 
mental in securing the eventual rescue 
of Mne Dorward." The injured marine 
made a full recovery and returned to 
duty. 



• C Sgt Ron Lang - he acted 
calmly and coolly: 



• Chief Gale - listened to 
bomb fuse as hole was drilled. 


Sentry used 
bare hands 
to free man 
from blazing 
van wreck 

A MARINE sentry who suf¬ 
fered burns in his successful 
struggle to free a passenger 
from a blazing van has 
received the Queen’s Comm¬ 
endation for Bravery. 

Mne Dominic Erskine was one 
of two sentries at the main gate of 
RM Condor in Arbroath when 
8t)m away the van, turning into 
the base, was hit by a ear travelling 
at speed. 

The van burst into flames, and 
Mne Erskine and his colleague 
sprinted to the scene. Both drivers 
and a passenger had escaped, hut 
one man remained slumped 
unconscious in the burning van. 

Mne Erskine tried to 
enter the vehicle on the dri¬ 
ver's side but was beaten 
back by toxic fumes and 
heat. 

With only seconds to go before 
the interior would be engulfed in 
flames, he clambered over the 
wreckage to get the casualty out 
through the passenger door - but 
it was jammed and the window- 
frame had buckled,. 

With his bare hands he bent 
open the window-frame and, 
ignoring choking fumes, dense 
smoke and flames, he reached in 
and dragged the unconscious man 
through the frame, suffering 
burns in the process. 

Concerned that the van could 
explode at any second, Mne 
Erskine carried the passenger 
lfK>m to the guardroom where he 
gave him first-aid. 

The award citation reads: 
"There is no doubt that but 
for the swift response and 
bravery of Mne Erskine, the 
passenger of the van would 
have perished in the ensu¬ 
ing vehicle fire. Erskine 
demonstrated clarity of 
thought, judgment and 
courage of the highest 
order while under the most 
intense pressure, 

"During the incident, his level¬ 
headed leadership belied his rank 
and seniority. Subsequently, his 
concise and accurate reporting 
greatly assisted the emergency 
services and their investigation,” 


BOMB DEFUSED 
WHILE THEY 
WAITED FOR 
THE TICKING... 


TWO Royal Navy explo¬ 
sives experts have been 
awarded the Queen’s 
Commendation for Bravery 
for a classic bomb- 
defusing operation. 

Lt Cdr Marlin Jenrick and 
CPO(D) Windy Gale were 
members of Southern Diving 
Unit 2’s explosive ordnance 
disposal team based at 
Portsmouth when, on October 
21 last year, they were called to 
deal with a World War II, 
250kg German bomb. 

It had heen brought up hy a 
dredger which, because of a south¬ 
westerly Force 8, could not put to 
sea and had to stay alongside at 
Great Yarmouth. 

That led to evacuation of the 
area out to 400m, involving the 
movement of 600 people from 
offices and homes. 

When the disposal team arrived 
they found that the bomb fuse type 



• Lt Cdr Martin Jenrick - 
drilled a hole to deal with fuse * 


could not he identified as it was 
badly damaged. So it had to be 
assumed that it was of the most 
dangerous kind - a clockwork fuse 
that any movement could activate. 

Specialist equipment was flown 
in by helicopter - a micstctho- 
scope, which would allow the team 


to hear if the bomb was ‘ticking’, 
and a fuse immunising set. 

The listening equipment moni¬ 
tored the bomb at a distance of 
llKJm, and high-powered lights 
were positioned around it. 

At 2030 Lt Cdr Jenrick and 
Chief Gale approached the bomb 
while it was monitored remotely. 
While Chief Gale listened to the 
fuse, Lt Cdr Jenrick used a hand- 
drill to make a hole half an inch 
deep through which the fuse could 
be dealt with - a delicate operation 
that look two hours. 

With the bomb successfully 
defused, it was lowered over the 
side of the dredger into six metres 
of water where it remained 
overnight, allowing the exclusion 
radius to he reduced so that some 
people could return to their 
homes. 

The next morning the bomb was 
lifted by minelifting bags, towed 
down river and out to sea where a 
controlled explosion was carried 
out. 


Invincible’s ‘outstanding’ 
CO in Gulf is honoured 

THE COMMANDING Officer of HMS Invincible 
during her deployment in support of Operation 
Bolton in the Gulf has been made a Commander of 
the British Empire. 

Capt James Burn el l-Nugent received the honour 
for "his outstanding command” of the aircraft carrier. 
He is being promoted Rear Admiral and is due to lake 
up a new appointment as Assistant Chief of the Naval 
Staff this month. 

Another Invincible officer, Lt Nicholas Weight man. 
has been awarded Ihe Queen's Commendation for 
Valuable Service for his pan in the NATO operation 
to liberate Kosovo. A Sea Harrier pilot of 800 Naval 
Air Squadron and an air warfare instructor, Lt 
Weight man’s work enhanced the operational capabil¬ 
ity and tactics of Invincible's aircraft over Kosovo. 


Awards for Ocean’s 
hurricane helpers 

TWO members of the Royal Navy task force which 
delivered hurricane relief to Central America a year 
ago have been awarded the Queen’s Commendation 
for Valuable Service. 

Lt (now Capt) Andrew Cunningham RM and 
CFOMA Rikki Chamberlain showed exemplary lead¬ 
ership and organising ability to help communities rav¬ 
aged by Hurricane Mitch along t he Rio Coco river on 
the Nicaragua-Honduras border. 

Lt Cunningham, at the lime an assault engineer 
troop commander on deployment in the helicopter 
carrier HMS Ocean, was given total responsibility for 
providing emergency relief u> the village of Aris Tara, 
Meanwhile, Chief Chamberlain was deployed with 
other medical staff from the ship, with 45 Cdo RM 
and 11 Company Royal Netherlands Marine Corps. 



• Lt Cdr Jenrick and a police helper move the 250kg bomb after 
the delicate, two-hour task of defusing it was over. 


Engineers stayed 
at posts to tackle 
shipboard fires 


TWO NAVAL engineer specialists who forestalled potentially 
very damaging fires on board their ships have both received the 
Queen’s Commendation for Bravery. 


Lt Robin Metcalf of HMS 
Ocean and CMEA Peter Simpson 
of HMS Cumberland both stood by 
their posts in hazardous conditions 
to minimise the effects of the 
mishaps. 

Lt Metcaif was assault systems 
engineer officer in Ocean at the 
time of her deployment on 
Operation Tellar - the relief opera¬ 
tion in the wake of Hurricane 
Mitch, 

He was in an after machinery 
space when he heard a loud noise 
and saw that a pump supplying avi¬ 
ation fuel to the flight deck was on 
fire. He raised the alarm, tackled 
the blaze, and disregarding his own 
safety switched off one of the other 
pumps which was still on. 

Chief Simpson, who was in HMS 
Cumberland during Operation 
Bolton in ihe Gulf, discovered a 
fire danger in the form of atomised 


oil in the area of t he starboard pro¬ 
peller shaft. 

He laid down a blanket of foam 
and realised that the shaft had to 
be stopped quickly. He stood by 
the shaft brake and remained there 
until he was relieved, despite the 
fact that there was a great deal of 
smoke and that he had no breath¬ 
ing apparatus. 

The shaft was slopped after 
which CMEA Simpson supervised 
repairs. Due to his efforts, 
Cumberland at no time lost 
propulsion and did not have to 
enter port for repairs. 

Also in HMS Cumberland, the 
Queen's Commendation for 
Valuable Service has heen awarded 
to Lt Timothy Mould, the Deputy 
Weapons Engineer Officer for the 
"major contribution" he made to 
the ship's operational tasking as 
the frigate’s diving officer. 


Sea rescue skill wins mariners trophy 


FOR HIS skill in handling a seaboat in atrocious 
conditions during the rescue of two ageing 
yachtsmen, AB(R) Michael McCarthy has 
received the Lady Sway t filing Trophy. 

The trophy was presented in London by 
Admiral ot the Fleet Sir Julian Oswald and is 
sponsored by the Shipwrecked Fishermen and 
Mariners 1 Benevolent Society. It goes each year 
to seafarers who have shown outstanding sea¬ 
manship. 

AB McCarthy was a member of HMS 
Anglesey's ship's company when she was 
involved in the rescue 25 nautical miles west of 
Lundy Island in the Bristol Channel. 

The yacht, with a broken boom and rolling 


violently in rough seas, had tired a red flare. 
Anglesey, on fishery protection duty, respond¬ 
ed and launched a seaboat with AB McCarthy 
as cox'n. 

The award citation says that the AB "demon¬ 
strated considerable skill" in positioning the 
seaboat, first to pass a towline and then to 
come alongside so that his bowman could 
scramble on board. 

AB McCarthy then had to bring his boat hard 
alongside the yacht so that the occupants 
could be taken off by being rolled, one at a time, 
off the cockpit edge into the seaboat. 

Yacht ana crew were safely taken to Milford 
Haven the same day. 



• AB Michael McCarthy 
- cox'n in yacht rescue . 


THE FULL LIST 


HONOURS and Awards to Naval 
Service personnel; 

CBE - Capt James Burneil- 
Nugeni 

MBE - W02 G. Smith RM 
(Northern Ireland), 

QCB - Mne Dominic Erskine, 
CPQ[D) C. R. (Windy) Gale, Sgt I. A. 
Harris QGM, RM (N. Ireland), Lt Cdr 
Martin Jenrick, C/Sgt D C. (Ron) 
Lang RM r Lt Robin Metcalf RN, 
CMEA Peter Simpson. 

QCVS - Lt Coi Nicholas Miles 
Sen nett Arding RM (N Ireland), Col 
Robert Murray Bowkett RM (N 
Ireland), Sgt M. A. Brewer RM (N. 
Ireland), CPOMA R. D. G. (Rikki) 
Chamberlain, Capt Andrew 
Cunningham RM, Lt Timothy Mould 
RN. Lt Nicholas Ellison Weightman 
RN. Sgt S. G. Welch RM (hi. Ireland). 
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CARIBBEAN, SAG ITTA RIAN 

female 28* 5*4" speaks french. 
G.S.O.H, Seeks penpals. 

BOX DEC I 

2SYR OLD BARMAID, well built. 
Interested in aromatherapy. Seeks 
male penpal, BOX DEC 2 
SHEFFIELD LASS IQ* W.LTM. 
similar age male. Photo appreciated* 
a l a. BOX DEC 3 
FALLEN ANGEL. Pul a smile on 
her face. Write now, BOX DEC 4 
KNIGHT WANTED. Blonde slim 
paramedic. I wo boys* funny sincere* 
impulsive. BOX DEC 5 
SLENDER ATTRACTIVE girl 
32, Oxbridge graduate* seeks 

naval officer* correspondence* 

BOX DEC 6 

LADY 33 V.G.S.O.H* seeks male 
30-40ish for correspondence, 

BOX DEC 7 

WIDOW 72 would like to write to 
Wren/Navy Officer. BOX DEC 8 
HENRY EX R*N. seeks serving 
servicewoman. A.L.A. likes 
sport/laughter. BOX DEC 9 
HI I'M SALLY 35* slim, single* 
fun. Please write soon, 

BOX DEC 10 

I'M ANITA 32 S.W-F* into weights* 
jogging. Would like male 
penfriend 32+* photo appreciated, 

BOX DEC U 

ATTRACTIVE SLIM blonde* 
young 40, G.S.O.H, (smoker). Seeks 
witty Popeye for friendship. Photo 
appreciated. BOX DEC 12 
JANE ATTRACTIVE caring/ 
single. Seeks handsome 
40+ serviceman for friendship, 
BOX DEC 13 

FOREIGN ‘MAD COW' 33 
seeking *mad bull* with G.S.O.H. for 
friendship. All penfriends welcome, 
A.L.A. BOX DEC 14 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE, 39* 
non-smoker. Seeks unattached 
male 32-42, friendship/romance, 
BOX DEC 15 



Somethings coming to Navy News.., 
keep a dose watch on neat month/ 
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TALL DARK SAILOR 24, inio 
music sport, reading. Seeks female, 

BOX DEC 16 

LORRAINE/CINDERELLA 41 

Seeks prince charming officer, 
marine, sailor with G.S.O.H, 
BOX DEC 17 

KATRINA 25* single mum. 
Seeks naval penpal. for 
friendship/correspondence. 

BOX DEC 18 

LISA 26* STRANDED on island in 
south. Seeks male penpals* 

BOX DEC 19 

SUE 38 G.S.O.H, hruneue. 
Enjoys pubs, clubbing. Seeks 
sailor/marine aged 30-38 
for fricndship/relationship. 

BOX DEC 20 

SLIM* PRETTY, sexy woman* 22. 
Seeks sailors/marines for fun. 
friendship, romance, letters, 

box dec: 2i 

MADGE, WIDOW 60"s* Varied 
interests. Seeks sailor penfriend for 
friendship, interests, BOX DEC 22 
SINGLE FEMALE* 44* 
shortsighted* 5'2", well built, 
ugly, but G.S.O.H, Seeks penpals* 
BOX DEC 23 

FUN-LOVING FEMALE 

G.S.O.H. 5*6", blonde. Loves 
music/cats. Seeks male penpal, 

BOX DEC 24 

TALL PRETTY BRUNETTE, 

aged 30. Seeks single male 
for flirting and friendship. 
BOX DEC 25 

LISA, LOOKING FOR Justin* 
Met twice in Diva, lost contact* 
BOX DEC 26 

CLAIRE 29* SINGLE, 5'9” 
brunette. Likes reading/socialismg. 
Seeks genuine, mature male. 30-36 
with G.S.O.H. BOX DEC 27 
JACKIE 4ft* G.SXLH. enjoys 
horses, cooking, fun &. life. Seeks 
N ava I /M ari ne 35-45 pen fri e nd. 
BOX DEC 28 

PETITE BRUNETTE. Likes PC* 
Man Old, Ten Pin Bowling, music. 
BOX DEC 29 

JANET 45. Brighten up my life, 
(Male) naval penfriend required, 
BOX DEC 3ft 


PERSONAL 


MAG2ftftft FOR ADULTS seeking 
pen-pals, friendship* soulmates 
UK & Worldwide, Free Ads* Don’t 
be alone! For details send SAE 
to; MAG2000 (NN) PO Box 4, 
M40 3DB UK 

PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos, APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER* (A 10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS* or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours) 
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ABOUT LOSING WEIGHT 
IN THE NEXT 3ft DAYS. 

Money hock guarantee. 

Independent Herbalifc distributor. 

Call 01329 663524. 

w w w*herhal i fc4us.com 



People in the News 



Submarine has 


Thanks for 
saving me! 

CUMBER John Bottomley owes his life 
to airmen from HMS Gannet who flew 
him to hospital after a serious fall in 
Glen Orchy. 

The 19-year-old from Greetland* Halifax* 
sustained severe head injuries and was 
rushed to Glasgow Hospital in a Sea King 
flown by Lt Nick Chick and Canadian 
exchange officer Capt Kel Jeffries. 

John was unconscious throughout the 
rescue but he made a special trip to the air 
station near Prestwick to thank Lt Chick and 
Capt Jeffries in person as soon as he was 
well enough. 

Although John may not be able to resume 
his climbing career he is looking forward to 
a bright future and will soon be starling a! 
Edinburgh University* 


Back on board - aged 89! 


EIGHTY-nine-ycar-old Arthur Baker retired 
from the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in 
1971) but he was so keen to serve Queen and 
Country that the Navy asked him backl 

The retired Lt Cdr. who served on minesweepers 
and trawlers during WWtI* warned to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of his enlistment in the RNVR by 
spending a day at sea with the modern Navy. 

Arthur is still very able and at the age of 83 
requested a posting saying; “l am fit and active and 
more than willing to serve in any capacity iT called on 
to do so* 


“Please don’t look at my chronological age. I am 
enthusiastic to give any service if needed.” 

His request for a day at sea was granted after the 
necessary' arrangements were made with Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting, Director of Naval Staff and 
Flag Officer Surface Flotilla by Cdr Peter Hughes of 
the Directorate of Naval Recruiting, 

And after a day on board Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Manchester during her Sea Days exercise with HMS 
Illustrious, Lt Cdr Baker said; "’This has been a dream 
come true. I have had the most wonderful lime possi¬ 
ble, Everyone has been so kind,” 


In brief 



• £3,000 WIN: MEM Skyner 
from HMS Fearless 

Mechanic 
scoops £3K 

MARINE engineering 
Mechanic Andrew Skyner is 
£3*000 richer after scooping 
a top prize in the RN/RM 
Sports Lottery, 

The 20-year-old from North 
Wales* who is currently 
deployed on Exercise Argonaut 
in HMS Fearless, was presented 
with the money by 
Commander-In-Chief Fleet* 
Admiral Nigel Essen high* 

Andrew, a Command level 
cross country runner* plans lo 
spend the cash on Christmas 
presents and a new guitar. 

Sisters find 
father figure 

TWO SISTERS from 
Yorkshire travelled to 
Portsmouth to see a 60-year- 
old silver monument which 
features a model of their 
late father as a young man. 

Sheila Huntington and 
Eileen Cox are the daughters of 
Robert Dixon* one of the sailors 
who pulled the gun carriage at 
the funeral of King George V in 
1936. 

They had heard that a silver 
model of the procession existed 
and after Naval staff helped 
ihem track it down to the WO 
& SR Mess at HMS Nelson 
they were invited to see it by the 
Mess President and presented 
with a commemorative photo 
and a crest from HMS Nelson* 

Sheila said: “It has been 
quite an emotional experience. 
Our father was always very 
proud that he had been selected 
Lo take part in King George's 
funeral and it brought a lump to 
our throat to see his name on 
the silver.” 

Heli school 
has new CO 

THE DEFENCE 

Helicopter Flying School at 
Shawbury hits a new CO 
with the arrival of Capt 
Mike Knowles. 

Capt Knowles* who was pre¬ 
viously President of the 
Admiralty Interview Board at 
Gosport, takes over from 
Colonel Mike CYDonoghuc 
who has retired from the Army 
Air Corps* 

The formalities were com¬ 
pleted in traditionally light¬ 
hearted fashion wiih the hand 
over of the CO T s official hicycle. 



• CO; Capt Mike Knowles 



splendid results 


• BRIGHT SPARKS: LOM Sean Reader shows off the Racal 
Trophy with Company Chairman Barton Clarke, Lt Osborne (left) 
CPO Dougie Peak , CPO Colin Evans and OM David McCoy 


B right sparks 

have been spotted 
in the electronic 
warfare department of 
the nuclear submarine 
HMS Splendid. 

But it's not a wiring problem 
- its the staff who have just 
won the RACAL Submarine 
Electronic Warfare Trophy for 
the excellence of their work 
last year* 

The RACAL Trophy is award¬ 
ed annually to the boat which 
roduces the best set of 
lectronic Warfare records and 
it was accepted by EW Officer 
Lt Calvin Osborne on behalf of 
his whole department while 
Splendid was alongside at her 
home port of Faslane. 

After the presentation* by 
RACAL Defence Electronics 
Chairman Barton Clarke* 
Splendid's CO Cdr Richard 
Baker said: ‘1 am very proud 
that HMS Splendid has won 
this award. 

"It is positive recognition of 
both the high quality of the 
people on board and the train¬ 
ing they receive. 


"The professionalism and 
team work displayed by the EW 
department has been recog¬ 
nised by this award but it is 
these qualities which makes 
the Submarine Service work so 
successfully.” 

The RACAL Trophy was first 


presented to the Submarine 
Service in 1985 and has been 
handed on to each yeaCs win¬ 
ner ever since. 

But as there is no more room 
for inscriptions on the current 
trophy* HMS Splendid will be 
keeping it indefinitely! 



• THE RESCUERS: John Bottomley meets airmen 
Nick Chick and Kel Jeffries, the pitot and navigator 
of the Sea King which saved his life. 



• GOING STRONG: Lt Cdr Arthur Baker celebrates the 70th anniversary of his enlistment in the 
RNVR with his daughter Mrs Gillian Worth and S/Lt Rachael Better, on board HMS Manchester 
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People in the News 






ONLY 


Following 
in Dad’s 
footsteps 

ONE OF the proudest peo¬ 
ple in the audience at 
HMS Raleigh’s latest 
passing out parade was Lt 
Cdr Lea Mitch insert from 
MOD London. 

His 17-year-old daughter 
Louise has just completed 
her basic training there after 
following her father s foot¬ 
steps into the Navy. 


• COMMENDED: CPQ Andrew 
Schofield from Yeovifton. 

Chief highly 
commended 

AIR ENGINEER Andrew 
Schofield has won a commen¬ 
dation from the Chief of Fleet 
Support for helping to keep 
front line helicopters flying 
through a recent shortage of 
Gems engines. 

The CPOMEA(M) at the 
DHSA Engineering Authority at 
Yeovilton worked unstintingly to 
minimise the impact on opera¬ 
tional capability. 


immortalised in oil 


Qualified 

success 

HMS INVINCIBLE’S CPO 
Peter Bate he lour has become 
one of the first people in the 
forces to be awarded a new 
Level 4 NVQ in Engineering 
Management Technology. 

He gained the award after 24 
years in the Navy and a year of 
academic study, and his qualifica¬ 
tion was presented on board by 
Open University Director Mr 
David Pollard. 

□ During HMS Invincible's last 
Gulf and Adriatic deployment. 
Level 4 NVQs in Catering and 
Hospitality Management were 
awarded to WOSTD Gary Slater 
and CPO Neil Tit ley. 


THE GREAT, great, great grand daughter of Lady Emma 
Hamilton, was the guest of honour at a Trafalgar Day 
celebration in a Portsmouth pub which bears her 
famous ancestor’s name. 

Mrs Anna Tribe was invited to The Lady Hamilton pub which 
stands at the gate of Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard near 
Nelson's flagship HMS Victory, to unveil an oil painting of her¬ 
self commissioned by landlord Bill Scott, 

The portrait hangs in the bar alongside others of Lady 
Hamilton herself, Lord Nelson, and scenes of battle from some 
of the Admiral s most famous victories. 


• YOU VE BEEN FRAMED: Mrs Anna Tribe, great great great 
granddaughter of Lady Hamilton, is presented with her portrait 
by pub landlord Bill SCOtt , Picture: LW(PHOT) Christine Wood 


• PROUD: Lt Cdr 
Mitchinson and Ns 
daughter Louise , 
who has just com- 
pieted basic training 
at HMS Raleigh 


* 


Emma's descendant 
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57%ms < I lb 2 cm I 


UNIQUE 5 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

We underwrite The Captain's Desk piece 
with a lull 5 year guarantee. 

7 OAV MONEY BACK WARRANTY 


Supplied with an easy fit 
brass plate should you wish to present 
ihc piece complete with an engraving. 


Estd ISO [Lid * 


MAHER TO THE ADMIRALTY 


THE CAPTAIN’S 
DESKPIECE 


It is rare to find a gift idea as original 
and distinctive as the Captain’s 
Deskpiece. This exclusive timepiece 
is reassuringly heavy and looks 
splendid in its 24 carat gold plated, 
solid brass case with bevelled, crystal 
glass panels. The lid is designed to 
stay open at any angle and the clock 
can be rotated. It’s the perfect way to 
mark a special occasion, or you may 
be tempted to treat yourself! 

EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE ONLY 
DIRECT FROM SEWILLS 

» 

SEND NO MONEY NOW 


I Supplied in silk lined 
presentation case. 


• Complete with polishing doth, 

• Complimentary brass 
engraving plate. 


* 24 carat Gold plated solid Brass case. 

# Bevelled crystal glass panels, 

• The dock is designed to rotate. 

• White dial with Roman numerals 
and baton hands. 

To reserve The Captain’s Deskpiece 

CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

QUOTING CODE NNCD99 

0800 7319997 

Lines open 8.30am - 5,00pm Mon - Fri and 10,00am - 4.00pm Sat and Sun 
Or complete and fax/posc the coupon below, Fast on 01 Si 70S 6777 or post ro: 
Sew ilk Sales, FREEPOST, (LV 7185). PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


t ---■------ 
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n» money now and (hat I will he invoiced for £ 125 um acceptance of my order 
PLEASE PRINT CLEAKLV iodides FREE UK Delivery NNCD99 


Mr/Mr$/M*MUs 


Address 


E\»t Code 


To help us facilitate delivery, please ensure that you enter your telephone number 


Daytime 


hvnir.L 


Yuu may return your The Cuprums Qeskptree wtifom 7 days of receipt for any tcrani 
and leave full refund or replacement, 


Jon Raleighs to 
charity's cause 

FORMER Naval Officer Jon Rogers has landed a top job with the youth development 
and conservation charity Raleigh international. 

He has become the new Deputy Director of Operations for the charity which runs challenging envi¬ 
ronmental, community and adventurous expeditions in some of the remotest parts of the world. 


Jon. a former Seaman Officer who spent eight years 
in the Navy, joined Raleigh International as a project 
manager in Chile back in 1991, and found that the skills 
he had gained from the Service fitted very well with the 
needs of the expedition. 

After spending four years at university he re-joined 
Raleigh's team as a full time expedition leader and devot¬ 
ed another three years to community and environmental 
projects in both Chile and Namibia. 

But his new post will see him dealing with the day-to- 
day support and supervision of all of Raleigh 


International's expeditions. Jon said: "Raleigh is great for 
adapting experience and skills to a new environment. Add 
to mat the opportunity of working with a huge variety of 
people on something worthwhile and the result is an out¬ 
standing learning experience. 

“It is a great opportunity for Service personnel 
to combine some adventurous training with 
development of their management skills. 
nd< 


To find out more about staff opportunities on Raleigh 
expeditions to Belize. Brunei, Chile, Ghana, Mongolia 
and Namibia, refer to the Joint Service DCI or contact 
Raleigh on 020 73718585. 
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[ FUJITSU SIEMENS COMPUTERS ) 



I JL I t _l L t l 1, l . I--1 JL 


A MAJOR NEW FORCE 
IN THE MoD 



Fujitsu Siemens Computers offers a comprehensive product range, from ultra-light, state-of- 
the-art notebooks through to mission critical enterprise server and mainframe systems. Desktop and 
Server products are already available from ICL through the ICS Catalogue. 

At Fujitsu Siemens Computers we design and manufacture the products that you as 
customers require. 


r 


Great Prices, for example 
Fujitsu Siemens ErgoPro eDc CL433, 
64MB, 4.3GB, CD-ROM, Audio, 
Windows 98 

Prices from £ 483.00 (excluding VAT) 





For further details please contact: 

01925 432225 



FUJITSU 


COMPUTERS 


SIEMENS 
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Brainwave pays for trip to Big Apple 

A LEADING hand's award-winning and accurately calculated from its shad- The prize was modest, because Royal Hospital, Haslar, the couple j 


A LEADING hand's award-winning 
brainwave could see him jetting off 
to a honeymoon in New York on 
board Concorde. 

LOM(SM) Paul Batten submitted a 
mathematical formula to the MOD'S 
award-winning GEMS suggestion 
scheme (as reported in May's edition of 
Navy News ), making submarine navi¬ 
gation under pack ice far safer. 

Paul's formula enables the depth of 
ice keels - massive blocks of ice jutting 
deep down into the sea - to be swiftly 


and accurately calculated from its shad¬ 
ow and other data from the submarine's 
side-scanning navigation sonar. 

Four elements of numerical data are 
fed into a mathematical model on a lap¬ 
top computer, giving the required infor¬ 
mation. 

The suggestion * now officially 
known as the Batten Method, and 
adopted for use by ail Royal Navy sub¬ 
marines operating within the Polar 
region - originally won Paul £150 as 
the most innovative within the MOD. 


The prize was modest, because 
under GEMS rules larger prizes had to 
be directly related to savings. 

But the Batten Method was also sub¬ 
mitted to the ideas.uk competition, a 
conference of the network group of the 
UK Association of Suggestion 
Schemes - and came away with the top 
prize, which includes two Concorde 
tickets to New York. 

As Paul (32), currently at HMS 
Collingwood, is engaged to marry 
Victoria Long, a Naval nurse at the 


Royal Hospital, Haslar, the couple are 
ithinking their wedding plans to 
include afioneymoon in the Big Apple. 

■ More than 2,000 suggestions are 
received annually by GEMS, and in the 
last year they contributed direct sav¬ 
ings to the Defence budget of £16 mil¬ 
lion, as well as operational and effi¬ 
ciency improvements. 

Three MOD suggestions made the 
final 24 at the ideas.uk event, and 
GEMS itself won special accreditation 
at the conference. 


RN says 'Aye 
Aye' to IIP 

EIGHT UNITS of the Naval 
Recruiting and Training Agency 
have earned Rational awards for 
the high standard of their work. 

The RM School of Music, 
Defence Diving School, 
Directorate of Naval Reserves, 
HMS Excellent, HMS 
Collingwood, NRTA HO, 
Directorate of Naval Recruiting 
and HMS Sultan have all earned 
Investor In People awards. 

Cheaper calls 
negotiated 


CHEAPER British Telecom 
phone calls have been negotiated 
oy the Defence Communications 
Services Agency. 

From now on, BT calls made 
from MOD sites in Britain and 
Northern Ireland will cost IS per 
cent less than before. 

This is in addition to the 16 to 
19 per cent corporate discount 
BT already offers the MOD 
which saves £1.5 million a year on 
calls alone. 

Rabies expert 
vets Cyprus 

FI OPES that Cvprus could one 


dav be include 


vprus o 
ed in a 


a United 


Kingdom ‘Pel Passport’ scheme 
have been raised alter a visit to 
the island by a senior Veterinary 
Surgeon. 

Robin Bell, a member of the 
Veterinary International Trade 
Team, was there to find out if 
Cyprus could be designated 
'rabies free' and therefore eligi¬ 
ble to join the Pel Passport 
Scheme tn April 2001. 

Wrens logo 
reappears 

FORMER members of the 
WRNS may he interested to 
know that a range of clothing 
with the Service's logo is available 
from the Southampton Branch of 
the Association of Wrens, 

A range of items in several dif¬ 
ferent colours is on sale, all sport¬ 
ing the much missed ‘blue 
badges.' For details, contact 
Shirley Lawson, 27 Broadlands 
Ave, Eastleigh, $050 4PP, tel 
1)1703 618708, 


New style of training 
for young officers 


R 


ADICAL changes in the structure and content 
of Fleet Training for Young Officers will be 
introduced from the beginning of next month. 

The new-style Fleet Training which will operate from 
January 2000 is the result of recommendations made in 
the 1998 Young Officer Training Study, 


At present, Young Officers 
spend eight months training in 
the Fleet to build on the gener¬ 
al naval knowledge gained at 
Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth. 

During their sea time, which 
is usually in a front-line frigate 
or destroyer, they are also 
expected to develop their lead¬ 
ership ability. 

At the end of it they are 
assessed by Fleet Boards held 
at HMS Collingwood three 
times a year, presided over by 
a sea-going CO of captain or 
commander rank, and passing 
is a major milestone in the YO's 
progress through initial officer 
training. 

From January, Fleet Training 
will become a two-stage 
process. As before, YOs will 
experience life at sea, team 
how a warship operates and 
acquire the necessary knowl¬ 
edge and skill to be an Officer 
of the Day and Assistant 
Divisional Officer. 

But the first stage of new 
Fleet Training, to be known as 
Common Fleet Training, will be 
four months long, and will be 
undertaken by all specialisa¬ 
tions, Including Engineer 
(Training Manager) officers, but 
with the exception of air crew. 

Common Fleet Training (CFT) 
will be assessed by a new Fleet 
Board which will involve a writ¬ 
ten examination for the first 
time, and an interview similar 
to those conducted by the 
Admiralty Interview Board. 

After the board, YOs will 
move to Specialist Fleet 
Training (SFT). For Supply and 
Weapon Engineering Officers 
this wilt mean another two 
months at sea. 

But Warfare Officers will 
complete six months of SFT, 


generally in minor warfare ves¬ 
sels, to gain the required super¬ 
vised bridge watch keeping 
time to proceed on to their pro¬ 
fessional training. 

Marine Engineering, Air 
Engineering, and Engineering 
(Training Manager) officers will 
not fake Specialist Fleet 
Training but will move directly 
to their professional training, 
either SEMC or the E(TM) foun¬ 
dation training course. 

New task books are also 
being introduced which have 
been designed with usefulness 
to the YO as top priority, avoid* 
ing the ‘signature chasing 
which was a feature of the old- 
style task book. 



• FLEET TRAINING: Radical changes in the training of Young 
Officers will be introduced from January 2000 


Weekend sea training for 
Royal Naval Reservists 


OPPORTUNITIES for Royal Naval Reservists 
to go to sea in all ships of the Fleet are better 
than ever before. 

The RNR has been fully integrated into the Royal 
Navy since 1994, and the Strategic Defence Review of 
1997 made it even easier for reserves to embark on an 
operational deployment. 

But to help get them ready for their first deploy¬ 
ment to a major unit, training teams in the UK's 13 
Reserve Training Centres have been busy devising 
ways of getting their new entrants to sea as soon as 
possible. 

As several of the centres arc a long way inland, join¬ 
ing a ship with a dozen new entrants is not something 
which can be done without a great deal of planning. 

Faced with ever-increasing numbers and the addi- 
lion of student nurses from the Oxford satellite unit, 
HMS Norlhwtxxfs Training Team turned to the ship's 
eompanv of the Oxford University Royal Naval Unit 
(URNU) patrol craft HMS Tracker. 


HMS Tracker, which was delivered to the URNU 
earlier this year, has a full-time compliment of five 
and can accommodate and train 15 students at a 
time. 

Capable of 26 knots, the craft can provide a 
responsive and exciting introduction to the sea, ship 
handling and chart work. 

In a rare weekend during college term when the 
craft was not training URNU students, a team of 
Reservists from Northwood joined 1 IMS Tracker 
while she was alongside at Portsmouth. 

For the next two days the Commanding Officer, Lt 
Cdr Phil Houghton, arid regular crew of HMS Tracker 
pul them through their paces during manouevres in 
the Solent and to the east of I he Isle of Wight. 

Both the inside and outside bridge positions were 
used to conn the ship, operate engine controls, and 
carry out chart work in the P2(NHI with the visitors 
enjoying an overnight slop at Southampton's Ocean 
Village on the Saturday night. 



NAVAL RESERVISTS at 
HMS Northwood have won 
the Mountbatten Wireless 
Trophy after out-perform¬ 
ing colleagues in a dozen 
other RNR training centres. 

The prestigious annual 
award is presented to the 
Reserve Unit which makes the 
most significant progress In 
comms training and achieves 
the best overall standards dur¬ 
ing the year, 

And Countess Mountbalten 
of Burma delighted members of 
Northwoods Communication 
Department when she visited to 
present the 20-inch silver 
trophy to Lt Fiona Bryce RNR, 
the Communications Branch 
Training Officer at HMS 
Northwood, who accepted it 
behalf of all of the staff. 



• AT SEA: S/Lt Mark Alder RNR and his watch on the open bridge 
of Oxford URNU's new P2000 HMS Tracker. 


In brief 


VIP tours of 
HMS Victory 

THE SUCCESS of a series of 
special, guided tours of HMS 
Victory run earlier this year is 
being folk wed up with a new 
programme of similar tours this 
winter. 

The 75-minute special-inter* 
est trips will reach parts of the 
ship unseen hy visitors on the 
regular lour, and will run until 
l he end of February. Sold as a 
£2 supplement to the normal 
Victory ticket, the trips are 
available at 2.45pm each week¬ 
day afternoon except between 
December 15 and January 3 and 
February 19-27. 

Numbers on each tour are 
restricted to III and there is an 
age limit of l1. 

Institute for 
officers 

ARMED Service officers from 
senior Lieutenants (RN) and 
their equivalents are now eligi¬ 
ble to apply tor full membership 
of the Institute of Directors. 

The Institute has opened its 
doors to Forces officers because 
of their mix of Service skills, 
experience and training - and 
their civilian qualifications and 
experience. 

Reserve officers arc also eli¬ 
gible. and all officers below the 
rank of senior lieutenant can 
apply for associate member¬ 
ship. An Institute committee 
will examine applications. 

Details are given in Joint 
Service Defence Council 
Instruction II S/99, 

New medal 
for reserves 

THE FIRST award of a new 
medal for the Reserve forces 
has been made by the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The Queen's Volunteer 
Reserves Medal was presented 
to one member from each 
Armed Service at a State 
Investiture, The RNR repre- 
. sent alive was Cdr Kevin 
KinseUa. 

The medal, approved by Her 
Majesty earlier this year, is 
awarded for exemplary service. 

A week before the investi¬ 
ture on November 4. the first 
woman head of the RNR, 
Commodore Muriel Hocking, 
handed over to her successor. 
Commodore Gerald Wood. 

The ceremony took place on 
hoard HMS Victory in the 
presence of the Second Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke, and the Flag 
Officer Training and 
Recruiting, Rear Admiral John 
Chadwick. 

Memorial 
for Brazen 

SAILORS who died in a ship¬ 
wreck 200 years ago will be 
commemorated by the people 
of New haven next month. 

On January 26. imi the 18- 
gun sloop HMS Brazen was on 
coastal Julies in the Channel 
under the command of Cdr 
James Hanson, 

The ship was caught by gale 
force winds and driven up the 
Channel and was broken up on 
the cliffs at New haven. 

It was New haven’s worst 
ever maritime disaster and all 
hands were lost, with the 
exception of one non-swimmer 
who was hauled up the cliffs in 
a cage. 

To mark the 20(hh anniver¬ 
sary', the New haven Historical 
Society and the local RNA are 
organising a service at St 
Michael's Church. Newhaven, 
on January' 26 at 10.30am, For 
details, call the Secretary of the 
Historical Society on II I 273 513 
626. 
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PHOTO REPAIR 



PRICES START AT 
ONLY £3.00 

DAMAGED, FADED, 
ripped, COPIES, 
ENLARGEMENTS, 
UNWANTED OBJECTS 
ETC. 

A QUICK & 
QUALITY SERVICE 



SIBERART LTD. TEL: (01932) 782805 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONOS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

TIN THE NAVAL SPIRIT',"ROUND THE BUOY",“SALLY FREE AND EASY") 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO'SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

“FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR* NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS "-'Navy N<m s\ 
Price line. Ot IK) each cassette (UK/BFPOonly. Elsewhere £9.fl0 percussefle} 

j All overseas pay me tils in Sterling by I MO or rluNjiie drawn on a British hank, please f 
Order* and enquiries In CYRIL TAWNEV, 521 Meanwund Road, LEEDS. L$6 4AW. 


ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA 

This unique model of the Former Royal Yacht has been hand cast in while metal and 
meticulously hand painted, recreated in 1.700ih scale the model measures 7" long 
and is mourned on a wooden plitilh IT* 2 with a brass or silver effect nameplate 




Superb Chrtstmas gifts at only £.49,95 (painted) and £29.95 (silver effccl). 
(P&P ♦ £1,50 U K. B.EPO. + £3.50) 

To order your model, simply send your name, address and daytime ielephone 
number along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard> to: 

Angela Bowler, Skytrcx Ltd, Park I louse, 25 Park Road, 
Luughhomugh, l.cics. LEll 2ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 


Her Daddy 
answered the 
call of his 
country. Now 
he can’t even 
answer her 
l questions. 


It's said that in wan it’s always the innocents who 
suffer. In Charlie’s case it’s his wife and daughter Megan. 

As a soldier in Malaya, Charlie shot an armed female 
terrorist. This coupfed with his experiences in NJreland 
turned Charlie from a loving family man into someone 
impossible to live with. A simple question from Megan 
could be enough to send Charlie into the blackest of 
depressions, often ending in violence. 

Combat Stress are now slowly helping Charlie to put 
back the pieces that were once his life. 

Please help us to continue to help him and the 
thousands of others like him who have given so much for 
their country and whose families are now 
sadly paying the price for it. 


II you. or H you know anyone who nonda help from Combat Strain, please call 0181 5-43 £333 

£st Services Uenlal Wen, ire Society Bnjiiilvwiy House, The 0fo.ulwsy, Wimfretfon. Sw l'J 1RL 


COMBAT STRESS - EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Plea*© find enclosed my donation for £50 [^£20 Q £10 Q £5 Q £.. 

cw charge my Access/Visa/Chanty card Eipiry dale./.* 


Name (Block capitals please) .... 


Address 


..... Signature ....... 

I would like to receive a Legacy Pack. □ 

Dept Navyl. Broadway House, The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL. 
Tel: OlBl 543 6333 http://www.ccmTbatstress.cirg.uk Reg. Charity No. 206002 
As a valued donor to The Sooely we will periodically mail you with news of our work. 

The above case history is irua, Dot me names have been changed Picture posed by a model 


Latest sailors can look forward to home comforts 


Senior rates move 
into en-suite cabins 



SENIOR rates staying in HMS 
Nelson in Portsmouth can 
expect some home comforts 
with the completion of a £4.1 
million renovation scheme. 

The 250 traditional basic single 
cabins of Nile block have been 
upgraded to 202 en-suite rooms 
with modern pale-wood furniture. 

Each cabin has its own toilet, 
basin and shower, and the rooms 
have plenty of electric points - a 
scarcity in old cabins, designed 
before the days of PCs. 

The accommodation will be 
mixed, and there is a facility for a 
disabled guest on the ground floor. 

Refurbishment was carried out 
under a unique design and build 
contract, developed in partnership 
by the Ministry of Defence and 
AMEY Business Services. 

AMEY employed construction 
firm Mansell pic to carry out the 
work, which was completed in 
under a year, and was officially 
opened by the Commodore of 
HMS Nelson. Commodore David 
Smith. 

Plans are being considered for 
similar accommodation for junior 
rales. 


• At home (above) - PO(MEA) Gten Hudson settles into his refurbished room in Nile block, 
HMS Nelson . 

• Getting starred (left) - work getting under way last year: from left, Keith Giles f Mansell 
commercial director, Steve Barford , AMEY s estate manager for HMS Nelson, Grant Adams , 
Mansell site manager and the mess president at the time, WO Andy Page . 



New recruits 
meet top man 


THE ISIAVY s most senior officer paid a call to HMS Raleigh 
in Cornwall to meet the newest recruits during training. 

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael Boyce was at the new entry 
training establishment at Torpoint to see the sailors going 
through some action-packed training activities, such as firefight¬ 
ing and PT, which they encounter during their eight-week basic 
course. He also inspected the young Guard. 

Commodore Roger Lockwood said: "When the First Sea Lord 
takes the time in his extremely hectic schedule to visit the staff 
and students who are training and being trained for a career with¬ 
in the Royal Navy, it lifts the morale and motivation of the estab¬ 
lishment tremendously.'* 
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Family Matters 







Helitots enjoying 
new classroom 


• TUCK IN: Cutdrose s 
Commander, Cdr Richard 
Pothecary , heips the chil¬ 
dren get started on the 
most important business 
of the day . subtracting 
slices of chocolate cake 
from the plate, adding 
them to their tummies and 
multiplying the number of 
sticky finger marks around 
the new classroom! 


ROYAL NAVY DESTROYERS IN FOCUS SINCE 1945 


ALSO AVAILABLE * 
ORANGE EVERYDAY 50 
GIVES YOU 50 MINUTES 
OFF PEAK CALL EVERY DAY 


LINE RENTAL 
PEAK CALL 
OFF PEAK 
WEEKEND 


£12.34+ vat 
37P inc vat 
2p inc vat 
less than Ip inc vat 


A great new book. Available now from 
good bookshops or direct from us at 
A11.08 inc UK F*F, (Overseas add 10%) 

Coming SOON™ 

BRITISH WARSHIPS ft AUXILIARIES 8000/01 18.95 

Our full list of naval boot and video bargains Is on tbs web 
at Http:// com/martanks/ or phone for & QOPT 
Book s are normally despatched within 24 hours 
Of your ordor arriving - even in December! 


MARITIME BOOKS Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 Fax 01579 346747 


MOBILE HQ 

FLAGSHIP OFFER 


• CHARITY: Families from all religious denominations 
at RN air station Cufdrose donated an impressive haul 
of food for the Salvation Army at Harvest festival ser¬ 
vices conducted by Revd Tim Wilkinson, Ft Jon 
Bielawski, Revd Mike Brotherton and Verger Phil 
Burnett (above.) 


Cash is available 
for improving your 
quality of life 


CASH grants of £500 to 
£1,000 are available for pro¬ 
jects which improve the 
quality of life enjoyed by 
Service families. 

The money comes from the 
Annington Trust, set up by the 
Arlington Homes Corporation 
to provide services which 
would otherwise not be avail¬ 
able to Forces families. 

Typical projects funded by 
the trust include equipment to 
establish a creche or toddler 
group and outdoor play equip¬ 
ment which is not fixed in 
place. The Trust does not usu¬ 
ally fund projects involving 
structural work or improve¬ 


ments to buildings. 

Last year, the Annington 
Trust gave out more than 
£9,000/ mostly to organisa¬ 
tions that demonstrated a 
determination to raise some of 
the money required by their 
own efforts. 

The RN and RM Families 
Association Chairman Maxine 
James, who is now an 
Annington trustee, says the 
Trust would like to see many 
more applications from the 
Navy. 

For details, contact the 
RIM&RMFA at 22 Tailyour Rd, 
Crownhill, Plymouth PL6 5DQ 
or telephone 01752 789444. 


TO ORDER SIMPLY DIAL 

01752 500959 


T HE SERVICE Families Task Force is reporting progress in five key areas of 
Government policy which effect the lives of almost every sailor, soldier 
and airman, or their wives, husbands and children. 

The Task Force representatives have been briefed by officials from several Government depart¬ 
ments who are tackling problems in Schools Admissions, eligibility for Job Seekers Allowance, stu¬ 
dent grants, childminding, N1 IS waiting lists and in registration with NHS dentists. 

The special educational needs which precede grant applications 
of Service children, who arc often have had particular difficulty, 
forced to move schools at short | iul t (, c ru | es aro S0()n hc 


notice wure recognised by ihe 
DfliF in Aprils new Admissions 
Code of Practice. 

Since then the Services Families 
Task Force (SKIT) has been close¬ 
ly consulted during ihe drafting of 
a new Code of Practice for 
Admissions Appeals which is due 
to be published shortly, making 
specific reference to Service fami¬ 
lies. 

In Ihe area of student grants, 
education regulations are soon to 
be amended to make grant appli¬ 
cations easier for children of staff 
deployed overseas. Al the 
mo mem. parents who have not 
lived in the UK in the three years 


changed so that they can be con¬ 
sidered as employed abroad on a 
temporary basis, which will greatly 
simplify the process. 

Spouses who have to give up 
jobs to follow service personnel 
often have trouble when applying 
for jobs seekers allowance, on the 
grounds that they left work volun¬ 
tarily or unnecessarily early. 

But Ihe DSS and DfEE are now 
collaborating to draw up new 
guidelines for Serv ice spouses who 
need to claim ISA. 

Discussions are also underway 
tii allow Service spouses who are 
registered as eh i Id minders to 


transfer their registration to their 
new local authority when they 
move house, instead of having to 
apply again from scratch. 

New guidance issued to be 
issued to NHS Trusts will require 
them to take account of time spent 
on other hospital wailing lists 
where at present they are asked. 

And the Health Service is also 
drawing up a leaflet with advice on 
re-registering with NHS dentists, 
and is considering an incentive 
scheme to encourage surgeries to 
accept them. 

Many more areas of concern are 
being tackled by the SFTF, For 
more details, write to SFTF HO. 
22 Taityour Rd, Crownhill. 
Plymouth PL6 5DO. or telephone 
017^2 789444. 


RN&RMFA to 
hit the road 

IN ITS first eight months 
of existence the RN & RM 
Families Association has 
had a packed programme. 

Nine members of staff at 
their Plymouth HQ have 
helped to ensure Naval rep¬ 
resentation on the Service 
Families Task Force. 

And the group's Chairman 
Maxine James has been 
been invited to act as a 
trustee of the Annington 
Trust, 

The RN&RMFA plan to 
Implement a roadshow and 
hope to be visiting HIVEs, 
community centres and 
Service establishments to 
promote their work and gath¬ 
er suggestions in the near 
future. 


CALLS TO ONE LANDLINE PEAK OR OFF PEAK 
UNTIL MAY 2000 ABSOLUTELY FREE 


to create a classroom environment 
where we can separate the older 
children from the younger ones 
and concentrate on the serious 
business of carrying out pre-school 
work with them,” 


MOBILE HQ HASAN 
AFFORDABLE 
CHRISTMAS OFFER 
FOR ALL NAVAL 
PERSONNEL AND 
FAMILIES 
FOR EXAMPLE 
JOIN FIRST FOR 
FAMILIES FREE AND 
YOU GET UP TO 50% 
DISCOUNT ON ALL 
ALL CALLS 
UPTO 10 NUMBERS 
OFYOUR CHOICE 
CALLS LESS THAN 
IP PER MINUTE ALL 
WEEKEND 


THIS OFFER 
INCLUDES 

FREE MOBILE PHONE 

FREE CONNECTION 

FREE BILLING 

FREE £10 CALLS 

MONTHLY 

FREE ACCESSORY 

PACK WORTH £50 

FREE DUAL NUMBER 

FREE 3 MONTHS 

INSURANCE 

FREE HOLIDAY 

COMPETITION TO 

ACAPULCO 

FREE ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

FREE DELIVERY 


• THUMBS UP: Youngsters 
Kyrle Richardson (kneeling) 
Eleanor Radford and Jamie 
Collins give the go-ahead for 
Cdr Pothecary to officially 
open their new classroom. 


The excited youngsters were 
treated to chocolate cuke, biscuits 
and ilonuts at the opening which 
was performed hv the Commander 
of UNAS Cu Id rose, Cdr Richard 
Pothecary. 

1 lelilots, which became the first 
day nursery to open on a Naval 
establishment in 1994, is run by 
seven fully qualified staff who can 
cater for up to .14 children. 

Helitot Co-ordinator Janice 
Thirlaway said: "We are thrilled 
with the new facility. The extra 
space it has given us will enable as 


TODDLERS al the Helitots 
day nursery at Cu Id rose 
ensured a lively celebration al 
the opening of their brand new 
classroom. 


New task force reports 
progress in key areas 
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Helping Hands 






Top-notch 
effort for 
top floor 

MEMBERS belonging to the 
HMS Dorsetshire Survivors 
Association have presented 
a cheque for £36,000 to pay 
for the development of the 
top floor of the Devonport 
Royal Fleet Club. 

The refurbished floor will open 
on Easter Sunday next year. 

The association has already 
provided £56,000 to the club, 
which paid most of the cost of 
installing a new lift, named the 
HMS Dorsetshire Lift. 

And on Easter Sunday a fur¬ 
ther cheque for £5,200 will be 
presented for Alexandra House, 
the temporary home for Navai 
children - the eighth year this 
sum has been given, bringing the 
total to £41,600, 

The chairman of the associa¬ 
tion, Bert Go 11 op, presented the 
cheque for the top floor work to 
Capt David Tall, Captain Base 
Personnel of HMS Drake in 
Devonport. 


Navy’s 
finest 
capsizes 
on debut 

THE NEWEST ship in 
the Fleet helped a team 
from HQ British Forces 
Gibraltar raise £1,000 
for a children's charity, 

A joint Service team, led 
by CRO(EW) Taff Sutton, 
entered a charity ‘boat 
race' with HMS Massive, a 
cardboard warship which 
was laid down in the 
George and Dragon 
Community Centre at 
Europa Point, and commis¬ 
sioned by Mrs Kate 
Willmett, wife of 
Commodore Andrew 
Willmett, Commander 
British Forces Gibraltar, 
The destroyer won first 
prize for being the best- 
designed boat, and the tro¬ 
phy was handed over by 
Miss Gibraltar. 

The race itself posed 
problems, however, as a 
design flaw led to Massive 
capsizing on her maiden 
voyage because of stabili¬ 
ty problems. 

the team has promised 
to bring in naval architects 
next year 

• Maiden voyage - HMS 
Massive is accompanied 
by the HQBF Gibraltar 
team 7 including LS(R)s 
Brigham Young and Mark 
Gough (right of picture). 


NEED A 
BRILLS 

CRIMBO RABBIT ? 

Look no further than 

Jackspeak 

ORDER FORM (photocopy acceptable) 

To: Palamanando Press (Dept. CY), P.O. Box 42, 
Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 2YR 

V Please send one copy/.copies of Jackspeak 

at £8.95 per copy (inc.P&P) to this address: 

Name............... 

House/Road ............ 


Town.............„.„ 

County_............_.. Post Code .. 

2. Please ask the author to sign each copy (or delete if 
this extra service not required). 

3, I enclose a cheque for .(please add extra for 

postage outside UK & Europe, and ensure that 
payment is in sterling.) I also understand that £1 of 
this sum will go to Naval Charities. 

Signature............. Date.. 

Ftagislftfad Addmss it Cato* Esiotc Tarponl Cornwall Ft 11 3EB 


A HEAD for heights proved 
vital as fund-raisers hurtled 
across the Clyde on a cable on 
a wet and windy day. 

The 'zip-line' ran from the top 
of Clydeport Ltd’s 160ft Finneston 
crane to the south hank of the 
river, providing the intrepid part ic* 
ipants with an exhilarating 3()-sec- 
ond "flight’. 

Organisers hope to raise around 
£25,000 for the city’s Prince and 
Princess of Wales Hospice. 

Under the watchful eye of 
HMS Smiter, the fast patrol 
boat attached to Glasgow 
University Royal Naval Unit 
which acted as press launch 
for the event, 330 people 
threw themselves from the 
crane. 

Fund-raising co-ordinator 
Debbie Rae said: "Originally we 
asked Clyde port if we could use 
the crane just on the Saturday, hut 
we were so overwhelmed with bids 
that we were able to extend it into 
Sunday as well. 

“We were handed about £10,000 
on the day, and all the money 
raised will go towards the running 
costs of the hospice. 

“A few jumpers had an extra hit 


of excitement by slowing down too 
soon after crossing the river, and 
had to he given a helpful pull from 
the team on the ground.” 

Naval Regional Officer 
Commodore Angus Sandford said: 
“We were delighted to get involved 
in raising cash for such a worthy 
cause. 

"As well as gaining visibility for 
the RN via Director of Naval 
Recruitment’s caravan, HMS 
$m iter’s having to pass through 
Bell’s Bridge meant the White 
Ensign was flying in the city centre 
for the first time in many years.'* 

■ Descending from great heights 
appears to be gaining popularity in 
the Clyde area. 

When Sue Cox won a raffle 
prize for 12 people to abseil from 
the Sportsdrome in the Fas lane 
Naval Base, she decided it would 
be a good opportunity to raise 
funds for the East Clyde Street 
Tiny Tots playgroup - and more 
than £650 was gathered, to be 
spent on new toys and equipment. 

On the day, eight intrepid 
Helensburgh mums assembled on 
the roof of the multi-storey car 
park in the naval base along with 
the Commanding Officer of HMS 
Victorious. Cdr Richard Allen, 
and Sue’s husband, CPO Barry 
Cox, also serving in the hoat. 

The big drop was overseen by 
RN PTI Aidey Cole. 


• Feet first - HMS Smiter appears to be tram¬ 
pled underfoot as a fund-raiser hurtles down the 
zip-line across the Clyde. 


In Brief 


Pass GO and collect 
£3,700 - for Legion 

IT WAS third time lucky for a Naval officer in the 
Monopoly Live challenge. 

Having captained teams that came 8th and 2nd 
in the past two years, Lt John Scivier, an air traffic 
controller on exchange with the RAF in Germany, 
won the Royal British legion event, beating 70 
teams and bringing his teams' total to £3,700. 

With his RAF partner Nick Cooper, John ran 
around all the Monopoly sites in London, beating 
the previous record by well over 90 minutes. 

Pack it in - and coin it in 

SUBMARINERS training at HMS Collingwood 
helped with the shopping at a supermarket - 
which helped a children’s charity. 

Two classes of Operator Mechanics 
(Submarines) spent the day at the Asda store 
in Fareham, raising £522.50 for the Rainbow 
Centre in the town - which helps children 
with cerebral palsy and similar disabilities - 
by packing shopping for customers. 

Sporting chance 

A FUND-RAISING session in the new fitness 
suite of HMS Excellent tn Portsmouth raised £300 
for the Special Olympics, allowing sportsmen, 
women and children with disabilities to train and 
compete in a range of Olympic sports. 

Windfall aids fitness 

Sailors in HMS Illustrious are keeping in good 
shape thanks to a Windfall Millennium grant 
from the Sailors’ Fund Fleet Amenities and 
Sports Fund - the cash was used to buy new 
fitness equipment for the aircraft carrier. 

Chiefs net school cash 

THE CHIEFS' Mess on board HMS Manchester 
raised 016 during their NATO Atlantic deploy¬ 
ment last year, and a cheque was handed over to 
the Heath fie Id School in Fareham, which caters for 
children with learning, physical and sensory impair* 
ments. 

Team goes Dutch 

A DASH for Cash to Amsterdam provided 
almost £1,200 for charity for an outlay of £50. 

The HMS Collingwood team - CC Steve 
Austin, CPO Taff Jones, PO Scottie Scot and 
Ms Vanessa Cheatham - were loaned a car 
by Hendy Ford of Cosham, and the South 
Devon Sports Association for the Disabled 
benefited by £1,175. 

Car office turns green 

MEMBERS of staff in the HMS Drake office of 
Avis car rentals donned combat gear for Green Fun 
Day, highlighting the company’s commitment to 
the environment by planting more than 26,000 trees 
this year to offset the effects of exhaust emissions 
from their fleet. 


Party on - 
worldwide 


Wttch your step! 

Head for heights is 
vital in Clyde events 


NEWS of Naval tea parlies and coffee 
mornings around the globe in support of 
charities continues to come in. 

Type 23 frigate HMS Northumberland, cur¬ 
rently deployed in the Caribbean as part of 
Atlantic patrol group, held a coffee morning in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief during a visit to 
Trinidad. 

The event was organised by Mrs Tessa 
Harbornc, wife of the British High 
Commissioner, as pari of the World's Biggest 
Coffee Morning, and the ship raised £328. 

Meanwhile, RN air station Cu Id rose played 
its part in the 55AFA Forces Help Big Brew-up. 

“More tea, vicar?” was the cry as the Rev 
Mike Brotherlon hosted a 
vicar’s tea parly, while 
Tesco’s in H els ton invited 
Service personnel in to a tea 
party to boost the total. 


RN Benevolent Trust 
Cycle ride aids more than 5,000 


A SPONSORED cycle ride 
across the battlefields from 
Dunkirk to the Somme next 
summer wilt raise money for 
the Friends of War 
Memorials. 

Potential participants 
should ring 0207 259 0403, 
or fax 0207 259 0296. 


MORE than 5,700 people, serv¬ 
ing and retired, were helped by 
the Royal Naval Benevolent 
Trust last year to the tune of 
more than £2 million. 

Figures announced at the Trust’s 
77th annual meeting on board 
HMS Warrior in Portsmouth 


showed that financial grants 
totalling £1.6 million were given in 
4,600 cases, and a further £500,000 
was made in regular payments to 
1,1.1 J elderly people to supplement 
their incomes. 

RNBT president Rear Admiral 
Anthony Norman thanked other 
organisations which work with the 
Trust, in particular, casework car¬ 
ried out by SSAFA Forces Help, the 
Royal British Ixgion and the Naval 
Personal and Families Service. 

Admiral Norman also said that 
the £2.5 million redevelopment of 
Pembroke House at Chatham, the 
Trust’s residential home, .should he 
completed on time in March. 

Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
John Brigstockc spoke of the fact 
that the charity rightly draws no 
distinction between those serving 
and those who have served. 

He also talked of the voluntary 
deductions from pay scheme being 
introduced to the Navy, from 
which the RNBT will be a major 
beneficiary. 

• Hello, Jack - Endal the 
labrador thanks the RNBT 
mascot for the new wheelchair 
given to his master, ex-CPO 
Allen Part on. 
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Seaplane pilot awarded Legion d’Honneur at Armistice Day ceremony 


1918 Naval flier honoured 


by the French 


• Mr Bristow receives 
Marshal David Niven . 


the Legion d'Honneur from Air Vice 


A NAVAL pilot who flew 
seaplanes in World War I 
has been presented with 
one of France s highest 
awards for gallantry 11 
days before his 100th 
birthday. 

Former Sub Lieutenant 
Philip Bristow received the 
Legion d'Honneur from Air 
Vice Marshal David Niven, 
CO of the Joint Helicopter 
Command, on Armistice 
Day - November 11. Mr 
Bristow was celebrating his 
centenary as Navy News 
went to press. 

The presentation was made 
at the Royal British Legion's 
Tidworth College, Wiltshire, 
near his home at Burbage. 

Mr Bristow, a widower who 
lives alone and looks after him¬ 
self - with a little help from 
friends - joined the Royal Naval 
Air Service in 1917* 

His operational flights were 
mainly in floatplanes made by 
Short Brothers and took the 
form of reconnaissance and 
anti-submarine patrols over the 
North Sea. 

"We had 2301b of bombs 
under the wings and the 
observer was armed with twin 
machine-guns," he told Navy 


• S/Lt Philip Bristow in 1918 - and (below) 
at the controls of his Short 184 seaplane. 


Plaque now 
marks car 
park grave 
of war hero 

A NAVAL holder of the 
Victoria Cross, whose grave 
Navy News revealed a year ago 
lay under a ferry-port car park, 
has been commemorated with 
a plaque near the site. 

On November 5 - exactly 145 
years after the action that won 
Seaman Thomas Reeves one of 
the first VCs - the plaque was 
unveiled at the Continental Ferry 
Port at Portsmouth. 

Reeves, whose grave was origi¬ 
nally thought to have been lost, 
diedapauper in 1862. He received 
the VC from Queen Victoria her¬ 
self, for his valour at the Battle of 
Inkerman during the Crimean 
War, 

The plaque was unveiled by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire. 
Mrs Mary Fagan, in the presence 
of the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, 
CUr David Horne, members of the 
Commercial Port Board and rep¬ 
resentatives of the Royal Naval 
Association - including standards 
from South Coast branches, and 
the president of the RNAs NoJ 
Area, Admiral Sir Derek Retell, 

A memorial service followed. 


Darren in search for 
bone marrow donor 


A SAILOR is searching for a 
bone marrow donor after twice 
being struck by leukaemia. 

Darren 'Dick Barton fight), of 
Fare ham, was two years through 
the Artificers Candidates course at 
HMS Sultan in June 1997 when he 
was found to be suffering an acute 
form of the disease. 

After chemotherapy, it was 
decided he needed a bone marrow 
transplant - similar to a blood 
transfusion — and as there were no 
strong matches in his family, his 
own marrow was purged and rein¬ 
troduced, apparently successfully, 

Dick passed out as an artificer in 
January this year, and joined HMS 
Illustrious in April, hut the 
leukaemia returned by the sum¬ 
mer. 

He now seeks a transplant from 
an unrelated donor, and urges any¬ 
one aged 18-40. in excellent health, 
and at least eight stone in weight. 


to contact the Donor Recruitment 
Section of the Anthony Nolan 
Bone Marrow Trust. PO Box 1767, 
Royal Free Hospital, London NW3 
4YR, tel 0171 284 1234, fax 0171 
284 8226. 

Dick can be contacted on OL329 
844995. 


News. "When you came down 
there was little you could do 
except sit and hope someone 
would spot you and give you a 
tow back to land." 

During his patrols he three 
times had to make an emer¬ 
gency landing on the sea. “The 
radio was very primitive and 
when you were flying, the aeri¬ 
al had to be trailed 100ft below. 
You could only communicate 
by radio when you were air¬ 
borne, and it had a range of GO 
miles maximum.” 

The first couple of times he 

Liverpool in 
twin-town 
link in Haifa 

ONE OF HMS Liverpool's roles 
when the Type 42 de si rover visited 
Haifa was to further the twinning 
arrangement between the Israeli 
port and the ship's home base of 
Portsmouth. 

Liverpool’s Commanding 
Officer, Capt Dick Twitcheu, 
delivered a personal letter from 
the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth. 
Cllr David Home, to the Mayor of 
Haifa. Maj Gen Amram Milzna 
(retd). 

The ship made ihe visit during 
duty as Britain's contribution to 
NATO's Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean. During her 
deployment, she has * visited 
Naples. Marseilles, Barcelona, 
with La Spezia, Funis and Catania 
to look forward to before she 
returns home for Christmas leave. 


had to ditch, he was towed 
ashore by trawlers - but the 
third lime he was a long way 
from land. 

“1 was beginning to wonder 
what was going to happen 
when I spotted a Norwegian 
ship in the distance. It started 
to come towards us but before 
ft arrived a British destroyer 
appeared and lowed me in." 

In April 1918, the Royal Air 
Force was formed from the 
Royal Flying Corps and the 
RNAS - so Mr Bristow became 
an RAF officer. Until he was 
demobbed in May 1919, he con¬ 
tinued flying seaplanes, his 
task after the Armistice being 
to search for the dangerous 


remnants of war - mines that 
had broken away and were 
floating around the North Sea 
and Channel. 

After returning to civilian life 
he eventually took over his 
father's business as a Cardiff 
glass merchant, finally retiring 
in 1964. 

He never flew as a pilot again 
- "Very few of us did, you 
know" - but he still treasures 
the keepsakes and artefacts 
which he retains from his flying 
days, and has written accounts 
of his service for the files of the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum. 

“I lived through remarkable 
times," he said, “and thankfully 
l survived." 


Newcastle to act 
floating classroom 

DESTROYER HMS Newcastle has offered to act as a floating classroom during a major deploy¬ 
ment next year. Plans being drawn up include a chance for schools in the Portsmouth and Newcastle 
areas to interact with the ship while she sails round the world, visiting ports along the way in a naval 
task group. 


WARSHIPS 

INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 


A modern up-to-date review of the 
world's navies. 

Spotlights the latest developments 
in international naval forces 
Has regular in-depth articles on 
naval heritage. 

Covers current defence issues and 
has comments by leading analysts. 
Price: £2.95 


ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT TO RESERVE YOU A COPY 


Or take a subscription oul at £11.80 {5 issues 
tor ihe price of *1) and have I his iirst class 
magazine delivered lo your doer. 


Write to; HPC Publishing (NN|, Drury Une, St Leona rdS'crrSee, East Sussex. TN3B 9BJ. 

Alw vw can prione arw? ire wilt accept your orrtil cate. Eutoeard Visa. Delta Masitturd amt Swrcfs on 

01424 720477 


THE NAVAL CLUB 



The ship's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Sieve Kenny, said Ihe 
idea developed out of the 'Dear 
Sailor' initiative, launched by The 
News tn Portsmouth, in which 
Hampshire schoolchildren wrote 
to the ship during her deployment 
off Ihe Balkans. 

“We had about 50(1 letters from 
15-2(1 schools, which were distrib¬ 
uted among the ship's company - 
and we wrote back to every single 
child," said Cdr Kenny. 

Pictures and jokes were pul up 
along 2 Deck, the ship's main thor¬ 
oughfare, and Ihe all-male ship's 
company was touched by messages 
which typically said “Dear sailor. I 
don't know who you arc hut I hope 
you are safe .,. 

To round off the campaign, four 
children from each school, plus 
teachers, were invited to a party on 


board. And now' Cdr Kenny is 
keen to keep the links alive. 

“We plan to use HMS Newcastle 
as a geographic platform louring 
the world and linking back with the 
schools,” he said, “The possibilities 
for using us as a teaching tool are 
tremendous. The ship will he a 
floating classroom.” 

Clyde Intranet 

CLYDE Naval Base now has a site 
on the Intranet - the internal 
information system. Titled 
Clyde Web. the system gives priori¬ 
ty' to corporate administrative 
instructions. 

Also available are the base's 
temporary memos, and links can 
be made to other sites carrying 
useful information. Suggestions to: 
P TX1VF, HIS/FAS/FOSNNI MODfa FC1S 


• Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club is 
the only London Cltih providing a Naval and Maritime 
environment where all those interested in the sea can 
feel at home. 

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to 
become a Member. We welcome all those with an 
interest in maritime affairs and the sea in general, 

• The Club is open 7 days a week throughout the year for 
accommodation and meals, and offers special weekend 
break rales of two nights for the price of one. 

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests. 

For more infoimatinn contact: 

Commander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive, 

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644 

e ma i 1: t henava 1 e I ub@b t i n ter ne t. com 
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Striving to stay on track 


A SCHOOL report of the Naval Drafting Directorate’s perfor¬ 
mance for 1999 might read: "A great deal has been achieved, 
but much remains to be done”. 

When I look over as Commodore Naval Drafting nine months ago. I inherited a 
wide range of career management initiatives that my predecessor had either set in 
train or predicted. 



You may remember he wrote about these 
in Navy News Iasi Christmas, and again in 
his farewell article in March. We now need 
to see what progress we have made, look to 
see where we started on the map, where we 
are now and where we want to get to. 

The most significant step forward this 
year in my view is the start of selective pro¬ 
motions for junior ratings. As you know this 
is a five year transition from all-roster to ail¬ 
ment promotion, and we began in July with 
the Leading Rate to Petty Officer hoards, MO 
per cent of whom were advanced on roster 
points and 10 per cent on merit. 

The balance will shift towards all-merit 
promotion in 20 per cent incremental steps 
each year until 11 JO per ecru merit promo¬ 
tion is achieved at the 2004 hoards. Similar 
arrangements for AB to LH promotions 
start nest May, again spread over a five year 
period 

'It) meet the increased demands placed on 
mv own staff in handling this extra hoarding 
load, we have this year merged the promo¬ 
tion and advancement offices in Centurion 
Building into a more streamlined and coher¬ 
ent organisation. 

Another major change this year has been 
the first Short Engagement (Seaman) rat¬ 
ings joining the Fleet in February, At time 
of writing there arc 75 $E(S) at sea and 
about the same number again in the training 
pipeline. 

Designed as a means to help make up the 
shortfall of Warfare Branch ratings, the 
SB(S) is proving its worth and around 20 of 
their number have transferred to Open 
Engagements. Transfer can be sought at any 


lime, they do not have to wait until their 18 
months engagement is nearly up. 

And of course the Continuity Drafting 
trial has been running in the 6th Frigate 
Squadron since April, allowing the local 
drafting office in Jyne Building, Devon port 
to manage the professional progress of the 
6FS DM Is and 2s The facility is well used 
and proving popular in providing continuity 
and predictability of employment. It could 
lead to a wider development of the scheme. 

And finally of the new r innovations. 
Second Sea Lord launched his Intranet 
Website this autumn. Although there is not 
yet wide access to it. 1 hope that those who 
can will find that the CND Web E^ige is a 
helpful summary of who we are and what 
service we provide. In time it will come 
w ithin reach of many more of our customers. 
At time of writing, we are "populating’ our 
page, which will be a continuous process as 
this technology is taken into the new 
Millennium, 

These are all significant improvements 
and go hand-in-hand with the other less vis¬ 
ible but important changes reported a year 
ago, tilings like promotion prospects assess¬ 
ments (PPAs) for CCPOs/CPQs passed for 
WO, careers helplines and job vacancy 
adverts here in Navy News ami in Globe & 
Laurel. 

Wc would like to have done more by now, 
bul all the predicted developments need 
resources to run them. Resources means 
money and money is not always available. Ii 
wasn't in this financial year, and our slice of 
the budget cake was not as large as we had 
hoped w ith plenty of other hungry feeders at 
the table. 


At the start of this article 1 said checking 
progress on initiatives was like using a map. 
It is still dear where we are trying to get to, 
and we know we are not as close to that des¬ 
tination as we had hoped or expected. 

It is as if a mist had come down and, 
although on the compass we are si ill on 
track, we have had to slow down a bit. We 
now hope that the next financial year will see 
the mist lift and wc can ihcn step out again 
with longer strides. 

1 expect to see, if not all this year then cer¬ 
tainly in my lime as CND. continuing moves 
to enhance career management for all rat¬ 
ings, I would like an additional W r O on my 
staff to coordinate cross-branch issues such 
as branch transfers, extensions of service etc 
and for the more efficient employment of 


the medically downgraded, excessive use of 
which is a wasteful margin we can no longer 
afford. 

There is also scope for minor enhance¬ 
ments to drafting sections to give greater 
capacity to deal with non-routine enquiries. 
Close liaison with Drafty is essential. Do 
take the opportunity of visits to your area by 
my staff by going along to hear what they 
have to say; and like my predecessor I warm¬ 
ly welcome visits to us by Commanding 
Officers, Heads of Departments, Divisional 
Officers and Department Coordinators, 

My next update in Navy News will he in 
July. Meanwhile my very best wishes to you 
all and your families for Christmas and the 
New r Year and we will welcome ever-closer 
dealings with you in 2000, 


Situations 

vacant 


THE NAVAL DRAFTING 
Directorate is seeking 
volunteers for the fol¬ 
lowing: 

MEM 1 for HMS Ramsey. 
A sea-going billet based 
at Portsmouth. MEMOC 
required, from June for 
30 months. 

MEM 1 for HMS 

Inverness. A sea-going 
billet based at Faslane, 
MEMOC required, from 
June for 30 months, 
MEM 1 for HMS 

Dumbarton Castle. A 
sea-going billet based in 
the Falkland Islands. 
MEMOC required, from 
June for six months. 
NA(AH)s for DNR 

Wroughton. A shore bil¬ 

let based in Swindon, 
recruiting mobile display 
duties. Required 

March/April/June for 18 
months. 

PORT for exchange with 
the RAF. A UK shore bil¬ 
let based at RAF Halton. 
PT instructor duties, 
required April for 18 
months. 

CPO (Any) for the career 
liaison centre in London, 
office manager required 
April for 18 months, 

CPO (Any) for the career 
liaison centre in Bristol, 
office manager required 
February for 18 months. 



Calling all Navy News 
Subscribers - 

Did you know - that by quoting 
your unique subscriber number, 
you can take advantage of our 
10% discount off any of Wavy 
News'own promotionalitems 
advertised throughout the paper. 


Silver Crown Brooch 

£32.99 each UK 
.,49 each Surface Mail Overseas 


White Ensign Scarf 

£12,99 each UK 

£13,49 each Surface Mai) Overseas 


Silver Anchor Brooch 

or pendant 

set with either pearls, 
reen tourmaline or blue topaz. 

£80.95 

Please telephone for Overseas Puce 


Cat mug 

£8.99each UK 

£9.74 each Surface Mail Overseas 


To order any item on this 
page write to or 
telephone:- 
The Business Manager 
(JS12/99), 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone 02392 733558 

Cheques payable to Navy News to 
accompany orders. For orders 
outside the UK payment can be 
made by Cheque/International 
Money Order in £ Sterling and 
drawn on UK bank 

or for payment by credit card/switch, 
UK & Abroad please use the coupon 
on page 4 . 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT 
ACTUAL SIZE , 


Brass Clock Paperweight 

£21.99 each UK 

22.99 each Surface Mail Overseas 
Crown motif also available 


8 " Painted Seaman Statue 
£100.00 each UK 
Also available cast in "Cold Bronze' 
£72.00 each UK 

These include price for special delivery, 


Champagne Stopper 

£10.69 each UK 
£11,44 each Surface Mail 
Overseas 


pint Star Tankard 

£29.10 each UK 

£31 ,10 each Surface Mail Overseas 
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S IXTY years have passed since HMS Ajax, HMS 
Exeter and HMNZS Achilles fought a duel with 
the German battleship Graf Spee off South 
America in one of the most famous engagements of 
World War II, 

But memories of the Battle of the River Plate, which 
saw the destruction of one of Hitler’s most deadly war¬ 
ships, are still fresh in the minds of many former sailors 
who took part in the action in December 1939 and 
returned to tell the tale. 


\ HUNTED DOWN: Graf Spee, which was forced to take refuge in Montevideo where she was scuttled. 


In October of that year 
Commodore Henry Harwood 
took HMS Exeter and HMS 
Cumberland in search of the 
Admiral Graf Spee after the 
pocket battleship sank a 
British merchantman off the 
coast of Brazil. 

He was soon joined by HMS 
Exeter and Achilles but in the 
next few weeks eight more 
ships were sunk by the Graf 
Spee. 


But on the morning of 
December 13 (while HMS 
Cumberland was in the 
Falklands) the Graf Spee was 
finally sighted almost 150 
miles from the Plate Estuary. 

Although out-gunned by 
the larger German 11-inch 
weaponry on the Graf Spee, 
Harwood's flagship Ajax, her 
sister ship Achilles and the 
larger HMS Exeter made 
straight for her. 


In the ferocious action that 
followed the Allied ships were 
severely damaged - HMS 
Exeter was eventually forced 
to make for the Falklands and 
five of HMS Ajax's eight guns 
were put out of action. 

But the bombardment by all 
three ships battered the Graf 
Spee and she was forced to 
run for Montevideo, where her 
Captain Hans Langsdorff 


scuttled the ship in the River 
Plate before committing 
suicide. 

It was the first Allied naval 
victory of the war, and in the 
bleak winter of 1939 it 
prompted Winston Churchill 
to say that it had 'warmed the 
cockles of our hearts.' 

To mark the sixtieth 
anniversary, 42 veterans and 


• HMNZS ACHILLES: The New Zealand Cruiser which fought in the Battle of the River Plate . New , 
Zealand veterans were among those who visited Ajax in Canada, and more are expected at the 
memorial service which is to be held in Gillingham on December IX 


Models on 
display at 
Chatham 

THE MODELS pictured 
on this page are the 
handiwork of HMS Ajax 
and River Plate 
Veterans Association 
member Kenneth Jones 
from Hempstead , near 
Gillingham . 

They are built on a 
scale of 1:96 and range 
in size from 5ft 9 to 6 ft 2 
tor the Admiral Graf 
Spee . 

All are now all on dis¬ 
play in the Museum at 
the Historic Dockyard at 
Chatham , 




many of their families made a 
trip to Ajax in Ontario, 
Canada, a town which took its 
name from the famous fight¬ 
ing ship and has around 40D 
streets named after sailors 
who took part in the battle. 

And in December, veterans 
from all over Britain will be 
gathering for a Memorial 
Service for those who were 
killed at the River Plate and in 
subsequent actions in the 
Mediterranean before the end 
of the War. 

The service, organised by 
the HMS Ajax and River Plate 
Veterans Association, takes 
place at St George’s Centre, 
Dock Road, Gillingham, Kent, 
at 11am on December 13* 

Most of the original Ships 
Companies came from the 
London and Kent areas and it 
is hoped that as many veter¬ 
ans and their families as pos¬ 
sible will be able to attend. 

On the evening after the 
service the Ajax and River 
Plate Veterans Association is 
holding a reunion dinner at 
the King Charles Hotel in 
Gillingham. 

Anyone who needs accom¬ 
modation or details of the din¬ 
ner on December 13 should 
contact the King Charles 
Hotel on 01634 830303. 


Veterans bid 
farewell to 
Captain Medley 

THE AJAX & River Plate 
Veterans Association 
said farewell to one of its 
most senior members in 
August with the death of 
Captain Ralph Medley. 

Captain Medley, who was 
92, was the Operations and 
Intelligence Officer on board 
HMS Ajax. 

He was mentioned in 
despatches after the battle. 


The Battle of the River Plate 


• BATTERED.' HAfS Exeter. The ship bore the brunt of the Graf Speeds bombardment, buying vital time for Ajax and Achilles. 


My run 
ashore 
with 
Evita! 

AJAX VETERAN Edgar 
01 lie had one of his most 
memorable experiences 
when he returned to 
South America at the end 
of the war. 

He and his shipmate Lofty 
Smith arrived in Buenos- 
Aires in the middle of an 
election and were swept 
along with a cheering crowd 
chanting ‘Viva Peron.' 

The crowd was delighted 
to see representatives ot 
Great Britain joining their 
celebrations and at the 
Workers Party HQ in Mayo 
Street they were bustled 
upstairs among the VIPs. 

And a few minutes later 
they found themselves wav¬ 
ing to the masses from a 
balcony, next to Juan and 
Eva Peron. 

Edgar said: "Eva Peron 
was beautiful. Whenever I 
hear the songs and music 
from ‘Evita 1 written in her 
memory my mind flashes 
back to that evening in 
Buenos Aires in 1946, ' 


BY GEOFF HUNT RSMA 

A new series of signed limited editions 
featuring Nelson's commands, 
by the Patrick O’Brian cover artist, 
Prices from £\ 20 to £280. 


Free 8 pnjit colour catufyfMc 

0171 935 0818 

Fax 0171 935 5720 


RICHARD 


l.UCRAFT 


famous battle on its 
60th anniversary 


Veterans recall the 


• PAYING OFF: HMS Ajax sports a paying off pennant at the end of her distinguished RN career. 
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SHIPS OF 'PRE-EMINENT SIGNIFICANCE' IN CORE COLLECTION 


Pride and 
prejudice 

T he Navy has made some strides lately in tapping into 
the potentially fertile recruitment base afforded by our 
ethnic minorities, but it is still battling against a mas¬ 
sive bulwark of prejudice* 

Through an illuminating discussion with ethnic advertis¬ 
ing specialist Jared Hussein, whose company is currently 
engaged by the Navy, we learn that this comes from within 
his own target audience. 

it seems it has to do with class aspirations, language, 
traditions and cultural expectations. Well, these are all 
things the Navy can readily understand. 

As to class, the Hindu and Muslim communities in par¬ 
ticular are extremely class-conscious. Their young people 
take their lead from parents, grandparents, uncles and 
other members of their strongly unified extended families 
who have a preference for business or the professions. 

To counter this, Jared Hussein imagines a line-up of 
ethnic mothers, in a variation of the classic TV satire 
sketch with John Cleese, Ronnie Barker and Ronnie 
Corbett (“ I am upper class - I look down on him" etc) The 
first mother says proudly: u My son f s a lawyer." The second 
one says: "My son s a businessman - doing very nicely." 
The third says: 'My son T s a doctor - and he's a Naval offi¬ 
cer, too.* 

His message is clear - the Navy can accommodate all 
of these, and many more besides. 

Turning to language, this was a real eye-opener. The 
Navy's own patois is baffling enough - it is notoriously 
bedevilled with jargon so that* with the current pace of 
change, serving personnel have trouble getting to grips 
with that of their colleagues in other departments, while 
people only recently 'gone outside' subside into despair. 

The language of the ethnic minorities is something else 
again. An English language newspaper in India speaks a 
different sort of English to ours - with subtle nuances of 
inference and humour that are lost on a white* homegrown 
audience in the UK. So the Navy's PR and recruiting mes¬ 
sage needs further translation* maybe, if it is to hit the 
spot here. 

O n the other hand* the Navy's deep-seated respect 
for its traditions is something the people Jared 
Hussein seeks to address can empathise with. 
Traditions* as with matters of uniform, styles of address 
and correct form* are perfectly in tune with their mind-set. 

The worst problem we have to deat with, though* is the 
fact that many first generation immigrants to this country 
have come from countries where uniform is identified with 
oppression, where even a casual approach to a police offi¬ 
cer for information is likely to be met with a swipe from a 
baton cane. Where the military are prone to take charge at 
the drop of a hat and are usually regarded as being in the 
vanguard of state corruption and graft. 

No wonder the average honest man* coming here from 
that sod of background, advises his sons and daughters 
to have nothing to do with anyone in uniform - be he 
sailor, soldier or policeman. 

This is the sort of prejudice we have to overcome, 
in the meantime. Jared Hussein identities a key item the 
Navy and the ethnic minorities have in common. It is one 
British society at large seems to have lost lately - a sense 
of famify. 


BRITAIN'S historic ships 
have been graded in lev¬ 
els of importance to help 
promote their long-term 
preservation. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Julian Oswald* Chairman of 
the National Historic Ships 
Committee set up tn 1992 with 
the support of the National 
Maritime Museum, last month 
announced the creation of two 
specific lists drawn from over 
15(H) on the National Register 
of Historic Vessels built before 
1945. 

The first is the Core 
Collection - 46 vessels deemed 
to he of "pre-eminent national 
significance in terms of mar¬ 
itime heritage, historical associ¬ 
ation or technological innova¬ 
tion”. 

Forming the second division 
are the 162 Designated Vessels, 
comprising those of "consider¬ 
able significance but perhaps of 
more regional interest”. 

“Never before has an audit of 
this magnitude been carried out 
on the nation's Historic Fleet,” 
said Sir Julian, 

"Deciding which vessels 
should feature in the Core 
Collection proved far from easy 
- for it to be seen as the real 
'core' meant the number of ves¬ 
sels featuring had to be kept 
small,” 

The NHSC and the National 
Historic Ships Project - estab¬ 
lished in 1995 to provide man¬ 
agement information to help 
develop a national policy on 
preserving them - expected a 
lively debate on the selections. 

Compilation of the lists 
had been funded by a 
grant of £152,335 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund - 
but Sir Julian made it 
clear that there would not 
be nearly enough money 
to fund all the individual 
ship preservation pro¬ 
jects. 

"There is no magic beanstalk 
with a pot of gold at the top 
which we can draw down as 
required*” he warned. 

"Some people may be disap¬ 
pointed that the NHSC has not 
researched the smaller historic 
vessels (less than 40 ft or 4U 
tons) which survive, hut that is a 
mammoth task for which sub¬ 
stantial new funding would be 


'Historic Fleet' 


divided in two 


needed/' Sir Julian concluded. 

To q u a l i fy fo r the Co re 
Collection, vessels had to satisfy 
the triple requirements of "pre¬ 
eminent national significance”, 
"spectrum of achievement” and 
"changes in construction and 
associated technology”. 

Vessels were also left out of 
the Hsts if they were not built or 
based in the UK - which 
accounted for one of the most 
significant ommissions, HMS 
Trincomatee, currently under 
restoration at Hartlepool, which 
was built in Bombay. 

Under its later name 
Foudroyam, moored in 
Portsmouth Harbour, the 180- 
year-old frigate was used as a 
training ship for generations of 
youngsters. 

Fighting ships in the Core 
Collection are HMS Alliance, 
Belfast, Caroline, CMB4 
Cannot, HSL 102* Holland L 
Landfall {LCT 7074), Minerva 
(M33), MTB 102, T3, Unicorn, 
Victory and Warrior. Those on 
the Designated Vessels list arc 
HMS Cavalier, Golden Galleon* 
HDML Medusa. ML 293, 
N av i ga tor. Preside n t, Va n essa, 
Wellington and Western Lady 
III, 

During the next nine months 
the NHSC will be consulting 
extensively on those vessels 
selected for the Core 
Collection* NHSC roadshows 
will visit Belfast, Bristol, 
Dundee, Ipswich, Liverpool, 
Newcastle and Portsmouth in 
the first half of 2000 and a con¬ 
ference will be held at the 
National Maritime Museum on 
April 8 for invited representa¬ 
tives from maritime and ship 
preservation organisations, 

□ The complete lists of his¬ 
toric ships have been pub¬ 
lished on the Internet at 
http://www,st-and.ac.uk/insli- 
t u t e s/si ms/u kcore. h t m 



• CORE SHIP: HMS Minerva, a shallow draught monitor armed 
with six-inch guns for coastal bombardment, is included in the 
National Historic Ships Committee s Core Collection. Built at 
Belfast in 1915 and based at Portsmouth, she saw service at 
Gallipoli and in the White Sea. 
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NAVAL TEAMS SCOOP THE TOP PRIZES IN MILITARY COOKERY BATTLE 


• LCH Bob Brown , showing he knows the difference between a 
flambe and an accident, won the top individual award at the 
Combined Services Culinary Competition. Picture la(phot) Bunny warren 

Services Culinary Arts Team which 


will compete in an international 
Salon Culinaire in London in 
February, and the Culinary 
Olympics in Berlin in September. 

Presenting the prizes, Armed 
Forces Minister John Spellar, said 
the Haluin event had been compet¬ 
itive fun with a serious edge, 

“Once again the Armed Forces 
are to he congratulated on their 
skill and professionalism,” he said, 
“it is essential that our people at 
home and overseas have a varied, 
balanced and healthy diet prepared 
by experts." 

Results included: 

Senior centrepiece GokJ (1st), Sgl 
Nulfy Ecfovarcte (CTCttM): Silver. Mr Sieve 
Alexander ol (he HN team (RM Chiuenor); 
Bronze. LCH John HockenhuH (Seahawk); 
Cen Scale ol Merit. Cpl Ki( Terry (CTCRM), 
Senior decorative cake - Gold (1st). Sgl 
Edwards: Bronze, Cpl Kev Green (CTCRM), 
G ol M. Mr Graham Jones (RNPTS. 
Chichesler). Junior decorative cake C ol 
M, Mne John Harrison (42 Cdo). 

Senior Set Show Work - Gold. CROC A 
Ai Baker Green (Heron), PGCA Sid 
Lawrence fMontrose). CPO Pineher Martin 


{RN Supply School): Silver. SgT Jimmy Mann 
(Cdo Logistic Regt. RM Chrvenor); Bronze, 
CH Smith {Invincible}, CPOCA Lenny 
Leonard (Nelson), LCH Gave Bevmgton (RN 
Supply School), CPOCA Gary Hancock (RN 
Supply School), CPOCA Silt Ferguson (RN 
Supply School): C of M. LCH McTigue 
(Invincible), CH BuHpml Junior Set Show 
Work - Silver, WCH Nichola Watt 
(Montrose). 

Senior Patisserie - C of M, CHI John 
Grainger (Northwood) Senior Duck - Silver. 
CHt Ptisser Hill: C of M. Cpl Terry Junior 
Duck - C ol M. CH Del Trotter (Trafalgar). 
Senior Lamb - Silver, LCH Bob Brown 
Senior Fish - C ot M. Cpl Pineher Mad in 
RM Junior Fish - Silver, CH Craig Tobm 
(Heron). Senior Chicken - C ol M. LCH 
Brown Senior Pasta - Silver, CHI Grainger. 

Open Larder Skills - Silver, W$TD 
Caroline Timms (Seahawk). C Ol M, WSTD 
Nichola Craven {Seahawkl. Senior 
Restaurant Sweet Bronze. LSTD Paul 
□acre (Heron): C of M. WSTD Timms Open 
Millennium Challenge Gold, LSTO Dacre 

Inter-Service Chet ot Year - Gold HSl). 
LCH Brown. Gold. CH Fraser. LCH 
Bevinglon: C of M - Sgt Mann. PQGA 
Lawrence. 

Inter-Service Junior Chet of Vear - Gold 
(tsil. CH Shiels: Gold, CH Tony Warfield 
(Heron). Bronze, CH Paul Tregenza 

Open Cook and Serve - C of M. HMS 
Seahawk and BRNC. Open Field Cookery - 
Gold (tsil, CTC RM Lympslone 


NAVAL chefs competing in the 
swept the board of top prizes to 
culinary champions. 


• Streaming 
her paying-off 
pennant , HMS 
Birmingham 
returns to 
Porfs/noufh for 
the last time. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) 
Gary Davies 


Armed Forces cookery competition virtually 
take an undisputed position as the Services 1 


At the Combined Services 
Culinary Competition at RAF 
Ha I ton in Wiltshire, ihe Navy 
dished up an unbeatable serv¬ 
ing which won them the team 
championship. 

To cup that, thtr Royal Marines 
won the open field cookery cham¬ 
pionship, arid ihe In ter-Service 
Chef of the Year was named as 
LCH Boh Brown, a chef at 
Admiralty House, Portsmouth. 

It was a Navy man, loo, who 
took the title of Inter-Service 
Junior Chef of the Year - won by a 
pari IV trainee, CH Chris Shiets 
who cooks for the senior rates of 
HMS Nelson. 


The only major prizes that elud¬ 
ed them were in the Open Team 
Buffet, in which they were runners- 
up to the RAF. and the Open Cook 
and Serve, won by the Army with 
the Navy taking a silver medal. 

Known as the Salon Culinaire, 
Ihe battle in the kitchen is a presti¬ 
gious, annual event judged by some 
of the most eminent ehefs in the 
couniry. Among them for this 
year's competition were the inter¬ 
nationally renowned Albert Roux, 
and Brian Turner of BBC TV's 
Ready Steady Cook. 

Successful competitors in team 
and individual events will now be 
considered for Ihe Combined 


Under their team man¬ 
agers, CPOCA Andy 
Sullivan and Sgt Sharky 
Ward RM, the Navy and 
Royal Marines teams won a 
total of 15 gold medals - one 
more than the RAF and four 
more than the Army. They 
also took nine silvers, ten 
bronzes and 17 certificates 
of merit. 
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HMS BIRMINGHAM has ended 
her service In a blaze of colour 
and sound - and a wild wel¬ 
come home to Portsmouth by a 
1,000-slrong crowd of families 
and friends. 


The Type 42 was greeted by 
a 17-gun salute, RAF Tornado 
flypasts, water cannons and a 
marching band at the end of a 
final deployment which has 
lasted almost seven months. 


During that time the 
Birmingham, under her 
Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Simon Ancona, was on Armilla 
Patrol in the Gulf, helping to 
enforce UN trade sanctions 
against Iraq, 

It was a suitable end for the 
23-year-old destroyer, as in 
1930 she was among the first 
RN ships committed to Armilla 
Patrol during the Iraqdran war. 

Cdr Ancona said of his ship: 
"During her long service many 
officers and ratings have 
served on board and they claim 
she has a very special spirit/ 1 

That "special spirit” will be 
demonstrated again on 
December 4 when the ship's 
company travels to Birming¬ 
ham to exercise for the last 
time the ship's Freedom of the 
City. 

A commemorative service 
will be held in Birmingham 
Cathedral the next day, and 
farewell visits will be made to 
local chairities and hospitals 
with which the ship is affiliated. 

The Birmingham's decom¬ 
missioning ceremony will be 
held at Portsmouth on 
December 10. She is the oldest 
surviving Type 42 destroyer 
and is the first to be paid off. 
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Arrest 
in sub 
wreck 
probe 

A MAN was arrested after 
Ministry of Defence Police 
searched a house in Plymouth 
and recovered items believed 
to have come from the wreck 
of the submarine A7 which 
sank in Whitsand Bay in 1914, 
The man was taken to Charles 
Crass police station for question¬ 
ing and was later released on 
police hail pending further 
inquiries. 

In August, police investigations 
were started after a local diver and 
MOD employee, Peter Washburn, 
warned the Ministry that items 
were heing taken from the wreck, 
an official war grave in which the 
11 -man crew lost their lives. 

The submarine comes under 
the Protection of Military 
Remains Act 1986 - and it is a 
criminal offence to remove any¬ 
thing from it. 

MOD Police are appealing to 
local divers for information about 
any items removed from the sub¬ 
marine, which foundered on a 
training exercise. Anyone wishing 
to contact the police should cull 
01752 553384, 


Reactor site 
gets all clear 


SITE OF the Navy's smallest 
nuclear reactor - the Jason reactor 
at the former Greenwich Naval 
College - now has 'greenfield' status. 

The complex project to disman¬ 
tle and remove the training reactor 
was completed on time in June, 
and without damage to the historic 
fabric on the Grade 1 listed build¬ 
ing it occupied. 

A survey by the National 
Radiological Protection Board 
confirmed that alt contamination 
and radioactive material had been 
removed and radiation was well 
within background levels. 

Jason had been operated by the 
Department of Nuclear Science 
and Technology in the King 
William Building since 1962, 


Chef Bob lights 


up the world 
of Forces food 


Birmingham goes out 
in a blaze of glory 
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Options 


A MPHIBIOUS Forces from Britain and ten other nations storm 
desert during Exercise Bright Star in the most powerful inten 
be formed since the Gulf War. 

More than 73,000 troops took part in the massive exercise which Includ 
and 17 Royal Navy warships and Royal Fleet Auxiliaries under the Comma 
Niafl Kilgour. 

The British contingent of the 53-strong Internation¬ 
al flotilla was HM ships Fearless, Ocean, Edinburgh 
and Cumberland, HM minesweepers Chiddingfold, 

Penzance, Walney and Quern, survey ship HMS 
Herald and the RFAs Fort Austin, Fort George, Olna, 

Sir Bedivere, Sir Geraint, Sir Galahad and Sea 
Crusader, 

And with major amphibious vessels from the USA, 
the Netherlands, and Egypt also under Commodore 
Kilgour, 24 warships were at the disposal of the UK's 
Amphibious Task Group Commander. 

Bright Star Used wss a major test for the new 
Amphibious Ready Group which was formed to put 
Royal Marines ashore at short notice anywhere in the 
world, and embarked forces Included 1,242 men from 
3 Commando Brigade under Brigadier David Wilson. 

After an Intensive training period between UK and 
allied forces and a Command Post Exercise to test 
procedures at an operational level, the Amphibious 
Group launched a major assault from the sea. 

In the Western Desert near the WWJI battlefield of II 
Alameln, the cor© company of Taunton-based 40 
Commando built up to a live-firing attack in support of 
land forces with 500 Royal Marinas using their full 
range of weapons. 

40 Commando were supported by Britain's onfy 
amphibious logistics unit, the Commando Logistics 
Regiment (CLR) from Barnstaple in Devon. 

Despite challenging beaches and heavy surf, the 
CLR set up the essential supply lines needed by the 
Commandos and their vehicles and kept them open 
from die launch of the attack right through to the final 
operation. 

The CLft's Medical Squadron, plus four surgical 
support teams with 68 personnel from Dermord 
Hospital in Plymouth and Haslar Hospital (n Gosport, 
also set up the level of front line battlefield surgical 
support that would be required in a real conflict. 

And a tour-day casualty exercise gave the Royal 
Marines Band from Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth the chance to test thefr combat medical 
skills and their ability to get the wounded back to the 
field hospital. 

Over 540 fighters, bombers, tankers and reconnais¬ 
sance aircraft took part in the exercise, including 135 


German, Greek, Italian, J 
UAE, UK and US forces. 

Commodore KHgour a 
excellent demonstration er 
be put together to respor 
ana it Is a powerful sigi 
world. 

“Rapid integration into 
skill which, as we have 
Kosovo and East Timor, tn 
ble of, end our Armed Fore 
to be particularly able." 

During Bright Star the fl 
majority of British and 1 
armour, which included E 
by sea. 

But troop-carrying Sea 
medium lift Chinook neilci 
Hampshire, offered an a 
troops, vehicles and their \ 

The Egyptian exercise i 
Secretary Geoff Hoon th 
Royal Navy and Royal M 
joined HMS Fearless end h 
ous phase. 

Mr Hoon told Navy Hewi 
nrty to see the Navy hi ao 
impressed, having seen be 
experienced of our vesseh 

“it was also very excitif 
was extraordinarily impre 
people that t met and b> 
doing." 

After exercise Bright Sh 
Group split up for port vist 
Syria and Crete before t 
nations in the region. 

Exercise Southern t 
Company of 40 Commam 
assault ship Rotterdam fo 
marines. 

Exercise Eastern Apj 
Fearless setting sail for $ 
where the Commandant C 
give a major amphibtot 
Ukraine. 


Personnel (LCVPJ during 
Exercise Bright Star, the 
largest mufti-national exer¬ 
cise ever he/d. The exercise, 
hosted by Egypt and fed by 
America, took place near the 
WWfi battlefield of Et 
Afamein where General 
Montgomery stopped the 
German advance on Cairo in 
the Western Desert, 

m CHINOOK: Two medium 
lift Chinook helicopters from 
27 Squadron at RAF Qdiham 
in Hampshire operated from 
HMS Fearless and HMS 
Ocean during Exercise 
Bright Star, Their ability to 
transport 45 fully-armed 
troops and their specialist 
vehicles (left) made them 
supremely useful. The 
Amphibious Task Group was 
so impressed with their 
capability that Chinooks 
may wet! form part of their 
Tailored Air Group in future 
operations ; 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Graham 

Meggitt 

• SUNSET LOAD: A Sea 
King helicopter (below) lifts 
off from the flight deck of 
HMS Fearless, The assault 
ship is the command 
platform for the Amphibious 
Task Group and the sea¬ 
going headquarters of 
3 Commando Brigade, 


H ELICOPTERS from HMS Ocean played a v 
role in the search and rescue effort wh 
followed Turkey's second major earthqui 
in just three months. 

Ocean was In the Turkish Naval Base of Aksaz 
November 12 when the latest quake, measuring 7,2 
the Richter scale, devastated a region 300 miles to 
north. 

Within hours an RAF Hercules aircraft was on its way fi 
Britain with 52 search and rescue experts and their equiprr 
on board. 

The British Embassy In Ankara alerted Ocean to the tea 
impending arrival and two Sea King helicopters were iaunc 
to meet them at Ghengiz Topol airport 300 miles away. 

By the time the Hercules arrived 11 was dark and visibility 
deteriorated but the Sea Kings made two flights to ferry tt 
to the devastated town of Duzce, at the epicentre of the ea 
quake, by 11pm on November 13. 

Throughout the next day the helicopters surveyed the U 
from the air and delivered rescue teams to fallen buildi 
where trapped survivors were located. 

As night fell, many of the 80,000 people made homeless 
the quake lit fires to fend off the extreme cold and flying c 
ditions were made even worse by the dense pall of black sm 
which developed and hung over the entire area. 

But the Sea Kings, which were the onfy aircraft in the i 
with night vision capability, were able to work on well into 
night. 


Exercise Bright Stai 
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»d into the Egyptian 
lationa) coalition to 


hJ 5*346 UK personnel 
ind of Commodore 


ordanian, Kuwaiti* Dutch, 


lid: '‘This exercise Is an 
f how coalition forces can 
d operationally if required 
is! to nations around the 


a multi-national force is a 
seen recently in Bosnia* 
idem forces must be cape¬ 
rs have proved themselves 

loyal Navy landed the vast 
oreign marines and their 
gyptlan main battle tanks* 

i Kings, boosted by two 
tpters from RAF Odlham in 
we some lift capacity for 
guns. 

iso gave the new Defence 
& opportunity to see the 
arines in action when he 
MS Ocean for the amphibi- 

r : “It was my first opportu- 
lion and I came away very 
th the newest and the most 


g tor me personally, and I 
ssed by the quality of the 
f the work that they were 

ir the UK Amphibious Task 
is in Turkey, Cyprus, Israel* 


And Exercise Western Approaches will see HMS 
Ocean and 40 Commando working with the Greek mil¬ 
itary in landings on ihe west coast of the country* 

Afterwards, the ships, including the minesweepers 
and most of the RFAs, will make their way back 
through the Mediterranean and are expected back in 
the UK in time for Christmas, 

Commodore Ktlgour said: 'We have had an 
extremely busy deployment to date, with a good, bal¬ 
anced programme with lots of work and some rest as 
well. 

“Four months is a relatively long time and 1 think 
people will be looking forward to coming home for 
Christmas having had a very enjoyable deploy¬ 
ment," 


• HOVERCRAFT: 
$3$ Assault 
Squadron Royal 
Marines {above) 
training with 
Egyptian soldiers 
during Exorcise 
Bright Star 


Approaches saw Alpha 
lo joining the Netherlands 
r cross-training with Dutch 


* COMMANDOS ; 
A Sea King Mk 4 
from 846 Naval 
Air Squadron 
(right) ms off 
from the night 
deck of HMS 
Ocean with Roya 
Marines from 40 
Commando on 
board. 


^reaches will see HMS 
jvastopol in the Black Sea 
ieneral Royal Marines will 
is demonstration to the 


* ATTACK: 

3 Commando 
Brigade s Air 
Defence Troop 
conduct a section 
attack (Mow) in 
the Egyptian 
desert during 
Bright Star 


When they eventually landed the air crews managed to 
snatch a few hours sleep Inside their aircraft* despite being 
shaken by several after shocks. 

The next morning they flew to the village of Boiu with a large 
rescue team in one and a substantial load of equipment slung 
under the other and they managed to extract seven more sur¬ 
vivors fit the next two hours. 

TWo more helicopters from HMS Ocean arrived during the 
day wlih enough stores and equipment to set up a forward 
operating base in the football stadium in the centre of Duzce, 

And ail four aircraft continued to operate in the area until 
November 17 when the search and rescue mission was 
declared as complete. 

Attention then shifted to the humanitarian relief effort and 
the helicopters returned to HMS Ocean which had moved up to 
Istanbul and anchored in the Bosphorus. 

As Navy News went to press the ship, her tailored air group 
comprising 845, 846 and 857 Naval Air Squadrons, and the men 
of 40 Commando, were at one hour’s notice to assist the 
Turkish authorities. 

And the Commander of the Amphibious Task Group, 
Commodore Niali Kilgour, said that they would stay there as 
Jong as there was any chance they could help to save more 
lives. 

J The aircrew involved In the SAR operation were (Crew 1) 
Lt Rich Sutton, Lt Jim Frean, POAC Greg Oagnall {Crew 2) U 
Toby Everett, U Brad Mackay RAN, POAC Tom Sawyer, 
LAfPHOT) Mac MacDonald {Crew 3) TAG Commander Lt Cdr 
Richard King, LI Dave Raw! in son. C'Sgt Go scorn be {Crew 4) Lt 
Mark Hourtgan, Maj Marcus Chandler and POAC Keith Ludlow. 


survivors of 
rkish quake 
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A NSON's voyage 

round the world in 
1740-44 is chiefly 
remembered for 
its appalling death toll - of 
the 1,900 men who sailed 
from Spithead nearly 1,400 
died, most from disease or 
starvation. 

Yet Anson, with only one 
ship of his squadron left, deter¬ 
mined to capture the legendary 
Spanish treasure ship making 
its annual voyage from 
Acapulco to Manila - and lhis 
he did, so that he eventually 
returned home a hero, to be 
compared with Drake himself. 

The Prize of all the Oceans 
{I larpurCollins £19.99) is Glyn 
Willurnis’ account of this epic voy¬ 
age. Anson's own fortitude in the 
face of Li 11 the odds comes across 
strongly here - he hauled ropes 
alongside his men and tended 
them when they were ill hut he 
never wavered from his purpose. 
His eventual share in the booty 
may explain why - Anson may have 
received as much as £9|,(HH), which 
compares favourably with the £719 


11s. 4d. the pay book of HMS 
Centurion shows him receiving as 
captain during the voyage. 

After the Mediterranean Fleets 
failure off Toulon a few months 
earlier, the Navy needed a popular 
triumph and in the public mind the 
Capture of a treasure galleon was 
the next best thing to a fleet victo¬ 
ry, Ministers were eager to to claim 
a share of the glory - and the Duke 
of Newcastle, as Secretary of State, 
wrote to Anson conveying the 
King’s approval, disingenuously 
adding that he himself took “a 
great part” in the honour of the 
occasion. 

He made no mention of the 
casualties which Anson had earlier 
reported to him - hut if should he 
remembered that heavy losses 
through disease on overseas opertt- 
tions were then the rule rather 
than the exception. Only two years 
earlier the minister would have 
received reports that of the 14,1 M10 
troops sent lo the Caribbean to 
attack Cartagena, KUHJO had per¬ 
ished, most from yellow fever. 

The other great scourge of sea¬ 
farers in that era was, of course, 
scu rvy - bu 1 e ve n lo I hose fami I ia r 
with its effects, Anson's particular¬ 
ly heavy losses seemed difficult to 


explain or accept. 

Far worse lhan on any previous 
English voyage lo the South Sea, 
they helped prompt James Lind to 
begin his investigations into the 
disease. 

Lind was a surgeon in HMS 
Salisbury when in 1746-47 she 
experienced severe outbreaks of 
scurvy while on patrol duty in the 
English Channel. Lind conducted a 
clinical trial which, however per¬ 
functory it may appear by later 
standards, was an advance on what 
had gone before. 

Twelve sailors suffering from 
scurvy were put on the same gener¬ 
al diet, but each pair was given a 
different daily supplement - vari¬ 
ously of elixir of vitriol; vinegar; 
seawater; two oranges and a 
lemon; cider; and a medicinal 
paste accompanied by a barley 
water and tamarind juice mixture. 

The first two treatments were 
the favoured ones in the Navy of 
this period - but Lind recorded 
that "the most sudden and visible 
good effects" were noticed in the 
two patients given the oranges and 
lemon each day. 

He dedicated his Treatise of the 
Sntrvy to Anson - but although his 
researches, both a I sea and later at 
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High 

of 


cost of the 'Prize 
all the Oceans' 


the Haslar Naval Hospital, drew 
him towards the antiscorbutic 
properties of lemon juice, Anson 
seems to have shown little interest 
and tie had no other influential 


patron. 

tl was to take the rest of the cen¬ 
tury for Linds recommendations 
lo be officially accented - but they 
at least marked the beginning of an 
ex pc r i me n t a I a n d cl i n ica I a p p mac h 
to the problem. 

Meanwhile Anson went on to 
serve an unprecedented Iwo terms 
at the Admiralty, introducing such 
widesweeping administrative 
reforms that he became known as 
“The Father of the Navy”. 

He it was who brought the 
Marines under the control of the 
Admiralty Board and introduced 
the first Naval officers uniform. 

His leadership was such that six of 
the junior officers who accompa¬ 
nied him on the circumnavigation 
a I mi achieved flag rank, • Admirai Lord An son - 1,400 of his men died of disease. 


Escape from 
300ft down 
in the loch 


ESCAPE remains virtually the sole area of submarine activity 
where international co-operation transcends the bounds of mili¬ 
tary secrecy - and most other navies have to some degree fol¬ 


lowed RN practice. 

In his latest book on underwater 
warfare. Submarine Action 
(Sutton £25) Paul Kemp quotes 
from Surg Lt M. Turner's account 
in the Journal of the Royal Naval 
Medical Service of a practice 
escape from a depth of 3tK)fl: 

■| climbed into the tower in the 
forward escape compartment of 
HMS Oracle and plugged into the 
air supply. I reported 1 was ready 
and tne lower lid was shut below 
me ,. . 

“Although not too late to turn 
back, I wondered why I had been 
foolish enough to volunteer and 
gave the signal to commence the 
flooding up of the lower. Almost 
i m me dial c Iv t he t h u nde ri ng sou nd 


• PO L Stokes prepares to 
enter the tower in HMS Tiptoe , 
260ft down in the Mediterr¬ 
anean during submarine 
escape triats in 1962. 


of water entering the tower com¬ 
menced, 

" There was no real increase in 
pressure initially hut when pres¬ 
sure did start to increase it did so 
at a dramatic pace; indeed the 
pressure doubled every 5-6 sec¬ 
onds .., 

"You can imagine my satisfac- 
tion as the pressure equalised. 
Then as I fell the compression on 
my chest 1 realised ! had to breathe 
in. By this lime the tower pressure 
was greater than 50 metres and the 
compressed gas was both hoi and 
viscous and I fell the hot gas burn¬ 
ing as it entered my lungs, 

‘To my great relief I fell the 
upper hatch open above my head 
and t could not prevent my sc 31 
from rising out of the tower due lo 
my considerable buoyancy. The 
open hatch brushed against my 
hack as I left the tower (the sub¬ 
marine was under way} and so 1 
commenced my ascent. I was tem¬ 
porarily dazzled by a bright light 
outside the tower |illumination for 
a video camera) before being 
plunged into the darkness of a 
Scottish loch 300ft below the sur¬ 
face. 

"As the wafer rushed past me 
the colour gradually returned. 
Starting as black, passing through 
dark green and then hlue, it 
seemed an eternity as the blue 
colour became brighter and 
hrighter and then suddenly there 
was the blinding white light of the 
sun which had come out a few 
moments before. 

“A maximum speed of asceni of 
just over three metres per second, 
reached just prior lo surfacing, 
meant that as I broke the surface, 
all but my feet bobbed out of the 
water like a cork. 1 then fell back¬ 
wards giving the 'thumbs up' signal 
triumphantly to indicate that all 
was well. The whole asceni had 
taken only 30 seconds.** 
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PRODUCED in associ¬ 
ation with Navy News , 
a boxed two-hour long 
video Century of the 
Navy is exclusively 
available through W. 
H. Smith at £19.99 - 
and from Navy News 
at a special price of 
£18.99 inc pp. 

Narrated by Robert 
Powell, it combines 
rare and unseen 
archive film with newly 
shot footage and 
expert opinion to tell 
the story of how the 
Royal Navy has main¬ 
tained its place as one 
of the worlds major 
maritime powers. 
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STRANGE IDEAS BEHIND POLARIS 


ALTHOUGH the introduction of Polaris as the UK's seaborne nuclear deterrent was Britain's largest peacetime Naval 
programme of the century, very little has been published about its background. 



# HMS Resolution - first of the Polaris submarines 


Capt John Moore has helped fill the gap by editing the 
reminiscences of many of the people involved in it - people 
from the Chief Polaris Executive to chief petty officers in the 
first Polaris submarine, HMS Resolution. 

The impact of Polaris tells the story from the beginning - 
the author himself prepared the Cabinet submission on the 
system's acquisition from the USA. Prior to that a number of 
alternative platforms were suggested for the deterrent, 
some of them bizarre in the extreme. 

"The first I saw was a scheme to provide modules con¬ 
taining Polaris missiles which could be placed in the holds 
of merchant ships which would then cruise the Atlantic, 
apparently on their lawful occasions. 

’This naive and pointless proposition died a well- 
deserved death, to be succeeded by an equally ill-founded 
suggestion, the Mixed-Manned Multi-Lateral Force (MLF). 
This was a plan to arm a couple of dozen NATO warships 
with Polaris missiles and to man them with ships' compa¬ 
nies from all the NATO navies. 

"What strange intellect conceived this ludicrous idea we 
cannot imagine - whoever it was had clearly never served at 
sea and been faced with the complex regulations of his own 
navy, much less those of a dozen other widely differing ser¬ 


vices *. . We believed this strange notion had reached the 
waste paper basket by late 1962 but it was apparently still 
sufficiently alive in early 1963 to rouse Mountbatten's wrath 
with the USA. We heard nothing more of it." 

In fact the most impressive aspect of the project as it 
eventually developed was the unfailing support of the US 
Navy which led it to be completed on time and within budget 
- an astounding achievement. 

Of the many individuals who contributed to it was Vice 
Admiral Levering Smith, USN, Vice Admiral Sir Hugh 
Mackenzie s stateside counterpart as chief project officer. 

He held this post from 1964 to 1977, giving "unstinted 
advice and support to his UK colleagues", for which he was 
made an honorary KBE. 

The Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee at the 
time recommended that a report on the work of the Polaris 
Executive would "serve as a model of a really effective, well- 
managed major project". 

So here it is 

j The Impact of Polaris is available from Richard 
Netherwood, 539 Manchester Road, Lintbwaite HD7 5QX at 
£15 plus £1.95 pp. 


ene - by Bob Baker 


Blair Witch and other 
things that go bump 


M AYBE it’s the approach of the bleak 
mid-winter or perhaps just millennium’s 
end morbidness, but it seems that half 
the movies presently on release have to do with 
death, ghastly and ghostly - films to be watched 
alone, in an empty cinema, with a certain anxiety 
about the occupant of that darkened projection 
booth. 

Four examples of these spooky stories - an outra¬ 
geous one, a tricksy one, a conventional one and a 
cunning one: 

The outrageous one is Stigmata, which, as the title 
suggests, is in the line of religious horror - The 
Exorcist and so on. Its plot is u contradiction of the old 
music-hall song which alleged that “You may tempi 
the upper classes. With your villainous demi-tasses. 
But heaven will protect I he working girl" 

In this ease, working girl Patricia Arquette seems 
actually to be in heaven's line of fire, as the signs of I he 
stigmata are visited upon her one hy one. 

The ghost of an old South American priest is 
involved, hut the final explanation of the proceedings 
is too prep*>sterously subversive to give away. Like 
many horror films, it’s oppressive rather than particu¬ 
larly scary. but that grand f inale and its ncver-givc-i lie- 
audience-a-break intensity make the film worth a look. 
Gabriel Byrne and Jonathan Price play the Vatican 
task force on the case. 

The tricky item is The Sixth Sense, one of those 
pictures with a double-cross ending that throws every¬ 


thing that has happened previously into doubt, while 
managing to raise more questions than it answers. 
Nuff said about the ending: the body of the film — psy¬ 
chiatrist Bruce Willis trying to lreal a small hoy who 
claims he can see the dead - is very stylish indeed. 

The Haunting is a remake of an old black-and- 
white classic about a group of researchers spending a 
week in an allegedly haunted mansion. Its basis was 
fear of the unseen (though not of the unheard: the 
soundtrack boasted a rich collection or creaking, 
groaning, pounding effects). 

The new version - our conventional example - goes 
the other way, filling the screen with sundry computer- 
generated visitors from the pit of hell. Not much com¬ 
pany, these, hut Catherine ZeUi Jones, Liam Neeson 
and Li)i Taylor arc at least more decorative as the 
human clement. 

Nothing computer-generated in The Blair Witch 
Project, although its premise - researchers into the 
supernatural getting picked off one by one - is exactly 
the same as that of The Haunting. The film's produc¬ 
tion is already the stuff of legend: the actors given only 
the outline of a script, then turned loose in dense 
woodland. filming themselves with a camcorder, while 
the two directors line up some unpleasant, sponta¬ 
neous surprises for them. 

It could have seemed foolish and shambolic, hut the 
sense of immediacy and reality the film achieves has 
been giving palpitations to audiences worldwide. 
Almost as clever as the film s concept has been its 
marketing, hut that's another story. 



THE SURGEON s table in a comer of the sick bay on board HMS Victory - 
from HMS Victory - Her Construction r Career and Restoration by Alan 
McGowan (Chatham Publishing £40). By the time all the planned work is 
completed, the total restoration period will have amounted to 80 years 
since the ship was placed in No 2 Dock at Portsmouth in 1922. 
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Tel. 01634-711167 for further 
information 


This Months Book Bargains 

□ARK SKY, DEEP WATER - Anti U-Boat War 
Was El 9.95 Now £9.95 
CRUISERS OF WORLD WAR II (Whitely) 

Was £32.95 Now £12.50 
HM SUBMARINES IN CAMERA <Talf/Kemp) 
Was £22.50 Now £6.99 
LEANOER CLASS FRIGATES (Allaway) 

Was E1S.95 Now £7.50 
Write/phone for our latest catalogue 
or visit our website for more afters at 
http://m em be rs. a ol .com/ marbooks/ 
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HAVE YOU WRITTEN A BOOKf 

We are an exclusive independent 
publishing company currcndy seeking 
to extend our lists, 

Write with dciaih of your haul ■ tin 

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall, 
Spennvmoor, County Durham, 
DLI6 7QX 

Tel: OMSK 768973 Fax: 01368 768974 


Want a Good Read! 

Then 

“Benny’s Run Ashore” 

is u must. 

Servicemen everywhere will 
identify with this excellent and 
intriguing book. Based on fact, h 
has humour* suspense, fear, and 
lusting friendships with 
HMS Consort and 
C Platoon Grenadier Guards. 
The author, Harry Guest, 
served nn I IMS Consort 

Price: £7.50 & £L50 
Available: Mrs (fill Dawkins 
49 Westmorland Road* 
Wvken, Coventry CV2 51iP 
L , Tel: 0121)3 615072 ) 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

Have yeti ckt your family a siory you 
wish lo share? Lei BDP produce it, 
Our specialist publishing service will 
ensure the highesi professional standards. 
CwiKt m. Inf tun her infiwuimn nr u* )twr numwnjn 

Bernard Durnfurd Publishing 
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MMS. GANGERS (The final fare welt I 
, . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition, (hie tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S, GANGES 
(Roll on my do^en!) & HMS 
GANGES (Tales of Ihe T.FLO.C.’S.) 
S.A.E, details Doug his H&c. Penmanh 
Redruth: Cornwall TRJb 6NX 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Uunili ridge Durham USA 

Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects 

Write for details or s end yam manuscript lo: 

Pentland Press |NN). 1 Hutton Close. 
South Church, Durham DL1 A 6XG 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fas 01388 776766 
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Our Free monthly catalogues always offer an 
mtofe&nq and non-repetitisie selection from our 
large stock ol secondhand books on all aspects ol 
Mavai, Mercantile & Seafaring Activities 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Box 7 St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex. TN38 BWX 
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NAVAL AND MARITIME 
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Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road,, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
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subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22. Fords Close, 
Bled low Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
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JIG UR. LION & BLAKF, 1942M9SG The Navy's Last Cruisers 

Thirteen chapters id highly readable text tell ihc story of the Royal Navy’s Iasi 
big-gun cruisers from the laying down of (be hulls to ilieir arrival Hi the breaker’s 
yard. The tell is enlivened by memories from lhose who served in the ships and 
l he re are over 11(1 black white and seven colour photographs. 

Foreword by Rear-Admiral Michael Stacey C'H. 

Tiger'* commanding officer 1973-1975. 

Hardback, with lull colour laminated dust jacket. 

Price £21.50 plus p&p 

Newly Reprinted: HMS KAGLK 1942-1978 Hardback £18.95 plusp&p 
Also Si ill Available: 

HMS \ ICTORIOUS 1937'1999 Hardback £21.00 plus p&p 
THREE ARK ROYALS 1938'1999 Hardback 03,00 plus p&p 
HMS CENTAUR 1945'1972 Hardback £19.95 plus p&p 
SS e A N It I: R R A I95 7' (997 If a rdhack £21.00 pi us p& p 

Please iikhl £2-50 p£p I K & LI <£4,00 Worldwide Surface Mail). Payment by '■terling eltdjue. 
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l-roin FAN PUBLIC \TIONS, 17 Wymim Uiie r Cbclteoham. <ilr>s 111.51 9gA. 
Tel/Fax 01242 Mii)29(}, or order from good Hook shops. 
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Roval Naval 


Wartime’s teenage sailors trace their sea daddy (99) 


St George’s lads find 
their old, bold chief 


A GROUP of Naval veterans of World War II thought they would never again see 
the chief petty officer who trained them and who won their liking and respect. 
After all, they are now all in their seventies, and were teenagers when their men¬ 
tor, Fred Bunday, was in his forties. 


Reunited in 
Canada 


TWO former shipmates of HMS 
Comus were reunited after 45 
years when former chairman 
of HMS Comus Association, 
Shipmate Stan Hudson, visited 
Southern Ontario branch. 

He presented ship's crests 
to Shipmates Jim Morris and 
John Dafey, who met again 
thanks to the help of Norris 
Milieu, Toronto Naval Club 
president. 


Hut then one of ‘Fred’s 
Lads\ Jock Galt, discovered 
through the JIMS Ganges 
Association ill at their Chief 
was still very much alive - aged 
99. 

So the group of veterans, mem¬ 
bers of the RNA, arranged an 
informal reunion with Freu at lhe 
Province of Natal Hotel. 
Weymouth where they were aide to 


chew over their experiences of 60 
years ago at the training establish¬ 
ment HMS Si George on the Isle 
of Man. 

Shipmate Jack Edwards, who 
organised the I a test gathering of 
the veterans from RNA branches 
throughout i he country, said: 
"Most of us are really starting to 
creak now, but there’s nothing 
wrong with the Chief - he's still 
going strong." 

And Fred's views? - “II was 
an wing to see them all again. I 
remember them as young boys. 


Now I hey are all 75-year-olds. 

+, 1 suppose I was like a mother 
and father to them us I got them 
through their training and 
equipped them for war. And 1 was¬ 
n’t one of those cruel chief petty 
officers.’* 

Fred, who joined the Navy in 
1916 and served in both world 
wars, still drives a car and goes 
dancing three times a week. 

Now he’s planning to celebrate 
his ICKJth birthday next year by 
attending the group's next reunion 
at Weymouth. 


Are you S.A.D. in Winter ? 



# Ex~CPO Fred Bunday with some o f his fads - Jack Edwards, Jock 
Gaft, Ernie Yates ; Leslie Blackie. Tod Madders and Len Goods! I. 

Pictum; Dorset Echo 








The Royal Navy 
Crown is the design 
chosen for this range 
of jewellery Each item 
is in Sterling silver and 
carries the English 
Hallmark. 

All items 

presentation boxed 


<h l ntd; yellow ‘kt i-u aim- lied sails 

*199-00 each *250.00 each 


Yacht Collection 

This collection of yacht brooches are 
manufactured in sterling silver, 18ct 
or gold, lire range indudes gold 
or silver with enamelled sails eg: 
blue/white, yellow/white, or 
blue/yellow, or plain gold wi th 
ted/yellow gold sails. 

All jewellery whether l Set, 9ct or 
silver carries a British Hallmark 


Silver < natrailed sails 

£165-00 each 


Rugby 

To mark the branch's 20ih 
anniversary the standard was 
rededicated at a short service, con¬ 
ducted by the branch padre* the 
Rev. Arthur Webster. He also 
attended a tree planting ceremony, 
on behalf of ratings of the RN 
Medical Branch and Sick Berth 
staff, at the National Memorial 


Do you suffer from the Winter Blues? - 
also known as Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD ) 
SAD is caused by the reduction of sunlight 
during the winter months 

Now you don't need to hibernate - or even migrate 
to alleviate the symptoms 


Light therapy equipment Is also beneficial for Jet Lag and Shift 
Work and is avertable from the S.A.D. Lightbox Company 
Lsl us pul m sunshine bach inl< 
Write or call for our i nform a ti g n pack 

SAD. Lightbox CO LTD 
Id Lincoln Road, Crease* Business Park, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3FX 
Tel: 01494 448T27 


Arboretum at Alrewas, Stafford¬ 
shire, 

Members of the branch visited 
Royal Leamington Spa to compete 
for Ihc Pop Dunbar Trophy, which 
this year was retained by 
Learning! on. 

The trophy, named after the late 
Shipmate Pop Dunbar - a First 
World War submariner and mem¬ 
ber of Leamington and Rugby 
branches - is played for annually 
through a tournament Involving 
eribhage, dominoes and darts, 

Ipswich 

Sixty shipmates attended the 
branch's annual garden party at the 
home of Shipmate Peter Thomp¬ 
son and his wife. Betty* 

Sideshows included darts, crazy 
golf, rifle shooting and throwing 
sponges at Shipmate Jim Crocker 
w hi ise thorough si >a k i ng h rough 1 i n 
IH of the £260 raised towards cele¬ 
bration of the branch s golden 
jubilee in 2002. 

Uxbridge 

the diamond wedding of 
Shipmate Les and Freda Davies 
was celebrated at Uxbridge dub 
with family and friends in atten¬ 
dance. Les, a China Station veter¬ 
an, served in HM submarine 
Sirongbow during World War IL 

Kendal 

The award of life membership to 
ihe branch secretary. Shipmate 
Alan File, came as a hig surprise to 
him when it was presented by 
Shipmate Bill Camitners* National 
Council member for No. 10 Area, 

Alan's service spans the lifetime 
of the branch, now approaching its 
20lh anniversary. It was formed 
with over 100 members and no 
cash, so to buy iheir first standard, 
members gave £5 each to be repaid 
through a monthly draw offering 
£5 as a prize - but the winners 
returned the prizes, 

Wivenhoe & Elmstead 

The branch's exhibition of Naval 
memorabilia has been expanded to 


Greenford 

To celebrate his 75th birthday, 
Shipmate Frank Coleman booked 
a cruise in the Mediterranean 
which he found would lake him 
close to Messina, Sicily, where 
stime of his shipmates were losi in 
the destroyer HMS Quantock, 

1 fis long-held ambition had been 
to honour their memory, and as the 
liner neared the coast he obtained 
the captain's permission to hold a 
short service and cast a wreath on 
the sea bearing Ihe message: "We 
still remember you", 

Swindon 

The branch standard was re ded¬ 
icated ai a service conducted hy 
branch chaplain, the Rev John 
Lees, before a large congregation 
at St Mark’s Church, 

At the parade that followed 42 
standards were displayed as ship¬ 
mates marched through the town. 
The salute was taken hy the branch 
president. Rear Admiral Anthony 
Davies, accompanied by Rear 
Admiral Nicholas Wilkinson and 
the Mayor, CMr Joy Brunt, 

Later, at a gathering a! the dub. 
Admiral Davies (88) announced he 
was stepping down as president, an 
office he has held since 19HL He 
has been succeeded by Admiral 
Wilkinson, who paid tribute to his 
predecessor. 

Dartmouth 

The branch team won the open 
NATO Whaler Race in 
Dan mouth Royal Regatta - and 
were greatly helped by iheir stroke. 
Shipmate Alex Webster (62), 
Earlier, the branch entertained 
Bridgwater members to a buffet 
lunch and I rip on the River Totnes. 

Littlehampton 

Al a banvan at the home of a 
me tube r o f li itlch am pt on b ranc h, 
60 shipmates and friends raised 
014 through a raffle in aid of the 
Tony Cook Memorial Room at 
Pembroke House, run by the Royal 
Naval Benevolent TrusL 


Life awards five times over 


include a stokers corner, and when 
it went on public display it raised 
£162 for King George s Fund for 
Sailors. Shipmate Les Kennedy, 
ihe branch secretary, said he hoped 
the feature would remain on per¬ 
manent display and was deter¬ 
mined to continue to salvage as 
many items as possible. 


A MASS’ life membership award ceremony took 
place on the tenth anniversary of Lefchworth and 
Hitchin branch when these five remaining 
founder members all received certificates. 

They are (l-r) Shipmates Colin Williams 
(Master-aEArms), Jack Grant (president), Les 


Denton (chairman), Robed Lawson (vice chair¬ 
man) and Peter WardmamBrowne (standard 
bearer). The chairman also presented Colin with 
a branch plaque destined to be presented to 
Malta branch when Cohn accompanies Hitchin 
Sea Cadets to the island for a week's visit. 


AT THE age of 18, is this 


the 

the 


member of 
HUAf Blackpool and 


Fylde branch, who have 
signed up teenage sailor 
Nicholas SheldricK, thinks 
he is. 

Nicholas is an OM2 serv¬ 
ing in HMS Birmingham, 
which has just returned 
from the Gulf - her last 
operational deployment 
before she decommis¬ 
sions. 

By becoming a member 
of the branch, he is follow¬ 
ing in the footsteps of his 
Family - his father. Michael 
S held rick is a member of 
Blackpool and Fylde as 
was his late grandfather. 


^ls Nicholas^ 
the RNA’s 
youngest? 


Please telephone Navy News offices on 01705 733558* for further details. 

For our full jewellery range and our special registered delivery service contact; 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON. QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH 


« CROWN COPYRIGHT MOD 
Itoproductd wrilh tN jwrmHHori 
tit th# CorUfqtlflf or HMSO 


For payment by credit card/switch. please sec coupon on page 4, 


I’leave allow 2ft day*, for delivery. NH ttluiiration* art not actual fine 
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Campaign victory 
as Hull memorial 
is unveiled 


A LONG, hard campaign 
by members of Hull 
branch of the RNA has 
ended successfully with 
the unveiling at Minerva 
Pier of an impressive, 
£12,000 Naval memorial 
to those tost at sea in the 
conflicts of this century. 

Funded by members of the 
Association ;md bv Hull City 
Council, the memorial is 
designed to resemble the bow 
of a ship. It was unveiled by the 
Lord Mayor of the city, Cllr 
Brian Wilkinson. 


chunky £12.5k 


It wa* a proud and emotional 
moment for members of the 
branch and fellow shipmates of Na 
l 1 Area, who had worked for two 
years towards establishment of the 
monument. 

The campaign was led by World 
War U veteran and brunch public 
relations officer. Shipmate Tom 
Hitching. He said; "Hull now has 
what it should have had a long time 
ago - a fasting tribute to those who 
lost their lives at sea. They should 
never Ik forgotten/' 

Another war veteran. Shipmate 
Tbm McHugh, who lost a brother 
in action, said: "We have our mem- 
ories. but this is a place where peo¬ 
ple can come and rent cm her and 
pay their respects," 

before the unveiling, shipmates 
attended a service of thanksgiving 
at Holy Thnity Church. With stan- 



• A cheque for £12,503 is presented to Capt Chrts Walker of the 
KGFS {second from left) at Folkestone branch s Trafalgar Night. 
Over £12,500 was handed over by Shipmates Chunky Chatlis 
(left), Chunky Chambers and Bill Simmons (right). With them 
(centre) is guest of honour Capt Clive Knowles of P& O. 

Picture Vic Seymour Photographic Services 

Three collect a 


Trafalgar celebrations 


A TEN-MONTH lour de force 
in fund-raising by three mem¬ 
bers of the RNA has netted an 
astounding £12,508 for King 
George's Fund for Sailors. 

Collecting at a stall set up in turn 
at a string of supermarkets, the trio 
from Folkestone branch raised an 
average of over £1,200 a month 
since they began their campaign in 
January. 

The three - Shipmates Chunky 
Chambers (branch chairman), 
Chunkv Challis (vice chairman) 
and bill Simmons - form 
Folkestone and Dover District 
Committee of the KGFS, and they 
presented their haul to Capt Chris 
Walker RN (retd), the Fund's out¬ 
going South-East Area organiser. 

The presentation was staged 
during the RNA branch's Trafalgar 
Night dinner at which guests of 
honour were Capt Give Knowles. 
P&O Siena I ,tne s Senior Captain, 
and Mrs Knowles. 

Reel Air Arm pilot U Greg 
Davison, serving on exchange in 
San Diego, was guest of honour at 
the dinner dance laid on by Long 
Beach branch, California. Other 
guests included Honorary' Consul 
Paul Stevens and his wife, Faye; 


and Lt Cdr Tim Chris hop also serv¬ 
ing with the FAA in San Diego. 

A mast display of Nelson's 
England expects'signal supported 
by pictorial information on tne hat- 
tie was arranged by Shipmate J. 
Rindler who recently retired front 
the US Navy, 

BA supported the annual dinner 
for the fifth consecutive year by 
contributing two return tickets 
from Los Angeles lo London for a 
rize draw won by Shipmate A! 
teed* and stepson Ernesto 
Mendoza, 

For the first time Sea Cadets 
from the North Shields unit TS 
Endurance were present for 
WaNsend branch's event, l ed by 
PO Elaine Sunderland, they piped 
on hoard the branch standard and 
helped to entertain shipmates and 
guests. 

Seventy-five shipmates and 
guests were at Bex hill h ranch's 
fifth Trafalgar dinner at which the 
loyal toast was proposed by 
Shipmate D. Hughes and the 
Oration given by Shipmate P. 
Humphries. 


Three branches - Wether by > 
Harrogate and Nidderdale - 

combined for their Trafalgar Nighi 
at Harrogate at which (he guests of 
honour were Vice Admiral Sir Ian 
McGeoch and Lady Metjcoch. 

A sketch. Captain's Rounds, 
written by Wo king vice chairman 
Shipmate Ian Fraser and per* 
formed by 'Woking Old Matelots' 
was one of the highlights of (hai 
branch's Trafalgar celebration. 
Also featured was a buffet supper 
and dance. 

Area i Fs president, Lt Cdr 
David Dennis RN (retd) was guesi 
of honour at Wakefield branch's 
Trafalgar dinner. It was announced 
that this year the branch had 
donated £9(K) to local charities 
from the proceeds of coffee morn¬ 
ings, 

Afavr News rugby correspondent, 
I ,t C'dr Grassy Meadows of RN air 
station Yeovilton, was guest of 
honour at Brecon branch's cele¬ 
bration. Others guests included 
branch president. Admiral Sir I wan 
Raikes, and Lady Raikes, 



>!■»£**' 


WINNER of our October com¬ 
petition, who correctly identi¬ 
fied the ship as HMS Bulolo, is 
Mr E. A. Phillips of Shaftesbury 
Street, London. He receives our 
prize of £30. 

The vessel was taken up 
from trade as an armed mer¬ 
chant cruiser before becoming 
a landing ship. 

For another £30, identify this 
ship - and from this angle, a 
major, if flighty, clue is visible. 

Complete the coupon and send it lo 
Mystery Picture, Navy News. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3 HH Coupons giving 
correct answers will 90 into a prize drew 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date lor entries is January 15, 
More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies can no l be accepled. Do 
not include anything else in your enve- 
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My answer 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

j 


lope: no correspondence can be entered February edition. The competition li not 
Into and no entry returned. open lo Navy News employees or their 

The winner will be announced in our families. 



Radar ace 
(92) joins 
St Albans 

A WARTIME sailor who 
played a vital role in the 
destruction of an Axis convoy 
off Tunisia is one of the newest 
recruits lo Si Albans branch, 

Doug Evers, who as an AH won 
I he Distinguished Service Medal, 
has joined the RNA with his wife. 
Peggy. Buth arc aged 92. The 
action in which Doug distin¬ 
guished himself came on 
December 2, 1942 when he was 
manning a I Item radar receiver in 
the cruiser HMS Sirius. 

Sirius was in company with two 
other cruisers and two destroyers. 
Through the murk of the early 
radar set, Doug managed to detect 
a very faint contact which turned 
out to be the enemy convoy for 
which the force had been search¬ 
ing. 

The four-ship convoy was sunk* 
together with one of the escortmg 
destroyers. Two others were badly 
damaged. As well as being award¬ 
ed the DSM. Doug w'as rated up to 
L5, eventually leaving the RN as a 
PO radar instructor. 

Doug's father was also in the 
Navy, serving as a CPO cook until 
he Jted in tile catastrophic explo¬ 
sion which destroyed the 
armoured cruiser HMS Nalal in 
the Cromarty Firth in 1915, 


• The Lord Mayor of Kingston 
upon Hull lays a wreath at the 
city's newly unveiled Naval 
memorial. Picture HuN Daily Mmt 

dards displayed they then paraded 
to Minerva Pier, led by Harrogate 
Sea Cadet band, where the salute 
was taken by the Lord Mayor in his 
capacity as Admiral of the 
Humber. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


NEW.. .PART 11 ...E.INDIES BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS.., (2nd PHASE).., 

Tnnco, Sydney, Manus. Sakishima etc. Making maximum use ol alt surviving 
RN archive film, including colour. Iftis 2nd Phase video continues I he epic story 
of boih these fleets. All other episodes stifl available Pari 9 Op.Neptune 
(D Day period} Part 8 Op.Torcn Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys, 
Part 6 Perilous Waters (action in the Atlantic) Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph 
(Bat of N Cape) down io and inch Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mms 
Price UK £21.90 post paid Elsewhere add £3.05, For multiple orders large 
discount available, FuM details ol this & alt programmes send 5AE, _ 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE, ESCRtCK, N. YORKS YQ4 EJH (01904) 72B239 



May festive moments and joyous times abound. 

We appreciate your continued support 

THE ROYAL BRITSH LEGION 


LEGION 

O 



Prints £35.00, Signed Prints £50.00 

Add 13. %0frr Ptrtogt, Potting and Rte&rdtd Deberry. 

Please send cheques only, made payable to: ‘HMS DRAKE Wdfire Fund' 
and allow up 10 2ft days for delivery. 

The I Ail Run, Devon porl Reid Ciun Office, 

HMS DRAKE* KM Na**l base, Devon port, PLYMOUTH P U 2BG 

—mmmm wmm ——————■——m— p—— ■■ ■ — ■ —d 


T he famous Plymouth based arris* Richard Clark was commissioned by 
the 1999 Devonport Field Gun Crew to depict the one hundred glorinm 
jran of Field Gun. The paint mg, which is hang m the home of Detotiport 
Field Gun, draws together scenes from the 1899 Relief of Ladysmith and 
the Devon port Crew in action both at Dcvonpori and the Royal Tournament. 


‘The 

Last Run’ 
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Black Baseball Cap 

£4,75 each UK 

£5 50 each Surface Mail Abroad 

M 


Crown & Anchor / Crown Ties 

£12.25 each UK 

£12.75 each Surface Mail Abroad 


White Sweatshirts $ml\Med\XLge 

£13.95 each UK 

£14,70 each Surface Mail Abroad 



Seahorse Scarf 90cm x 90cm 

£21.99 each UK 

£22.49 each Surface Mail Abroad 

To order any item on this 
page write to or 
telephone:- 
The Business Manager 
(JS12/99), 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone 02392 733558 

Cheques payable to Navy News to 




Navy Sweatshirts Med/Lge/XLge 
£19.95 each UK 

£20.70 each Surface Mail Abroad 


Calling all Navy News' 
Subscribers - 


Did you know - that by quoting your 
unique subscriber number, you can 
fofre advantage of our 
10% discount off any of Navy News' 
own promotional items advertised 
throughout the paper : 



accompany orders. For orders 
outside the UK payment can be 
made by Cheque/International 
Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn 
on UK bank 

or for payment by credit card/switch, 
UK & Abroad, please use the coupon 
on page 4. 

Please allow 26 days for delivery. 
NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT 
ACTUAL SIZE * 



A link-up with the University of Portsmouth 
has put the RN at the forefront of sophisticated 
manpower planning. Mike Gray reports. 


Manning paper 
warships with 
potential sailors 


A RESEARCH project between the 
Navy and a university has resulted in 
a sophisticated forecasting tool for 
manning levels many years into the future, 
and in ships not yet off the drawing board. 

The link was forged in 1995 when the 
University of Portsmouth Business School 
began collaborating with the Directorate of 
Naval Manning (DNM) to improve risk man¬ 
agement in manpower planning - working out 
the chances of long-term plans being accurate, 
and the level of confidence planners could have 
in any decision they make. 

Professor Mike Kaye and lecturer Nick Capon fol¬ 
lowed up a Naval student’s suggestion that an acade¬ 
mic approach could provide fresh thinking over the 
problem of identifying in advance the major causes of 
gapping (shortfalls), and to prioritise them by assess¬ 
ing their likelihood and consequent impact. 

As this was pioneering work, a partnership was set up 
with the university, and a full-time researcher, Marcus 
Rlosch, moved in to DNMs Victory Building offices. 

He and successors David Snowden and Bruce 
Bowhill studied risks and financial impacts, and 
although lack of computing power and insufficient 
data hampered the early stages, it was apparent that, 
given the tools, the problems could be solved. 

A chief concern was the complexity of Naval 
requirements, which had parallels 
wiih ihe flows and sub-systems famil¬ 
iar to engineers. 

As well as a traditional hierarchy 
for career progression, there are 
obligations for sea time or specified 
branch training - features rarely 
seen in the civilian workplace. 

Other factors are the need to 
grow' personnel from within the sys¬ 
tem (someone qualified to command 
a nuclear submarine is unlikely to 
appear on the general labour mar¬ 
ket), the relatively short length of a 
Service career, and the lime needed 
to react - sailors and ships cannot he 
conjured out of thin air in a crisis. 

Cdr Richard Jenkins of the DNM 
said that the Navy system of fore- ■ 

easting staffing levels years in advance carried with it a 
significant chance of error. 

"We get our figures from expert statisticians at the 
Defence Analytical Services Agency (DASA), and we 
then have to use that to give us our best idea of what 
the Navy requires in ten or 15 years,” he said. 

"To develop a nuclear submarine captain 
takes ten to 15 years; to develop an admiral 
takes 30 years. There are no short cuts. 

"If you are destined for ihe top you have to take it 
step by step; even for technicians, you are talking 
about minimum lime scales of three to eight years. 

“We arc trying to guess what ihe RN is going to be 
like in ten to 15 years - that's difficult enough even if 
you know what ships we are going to have. 

“If we can see people as groups and understand Ihe 
influences and constraints on these groups a bit better, 
then when we go to the Navy Board and say we should 
have 45,01X1 and this mix. the Board would have an 
idea of the risk associated with that forecast. 

"If we know the level of risk, we can give a figure 
with some confidence,” 

The weight accorded to these calculations means 
they can be used in conjunction with other figures, such 


We are trying 
to guess what 
the RN is going 
to be like in ten 
to 15 years - 
that's difficult 
enough even if 
you know what 
ships we are 
going to have 


as those from economists, to give a balanced picture. 

As a result of identifying major risks, forecasting 
models were created which identify likely future man¬ 
power requirements and likely strengths over the next 
decade, building in length of service and promotion 
prospects, with a narrow, defined margin of error. 

More accurate figures not only ensure operational 
effectiveness - fully-manned warships, for example - 
hut may also realise considerable savings. 

As part of a benchmarking process, the indepen¬ 
dent institute for Employment Studies scrutinised the 
Navy’s use of modelling in 1997 and recognised that 
the Navy and other military systems had a greater 
need of manpower planning than most organisations. 

It also decided that the Navy “now leads the way in 
the systematic modelling of its human resources, and 
in providing decision-makers with objective analysis of 
human resource issues. 

"It is ahead of any other organisation in the 
modelling facilities available to its managers, 
the training it provides and the specialists that 
are available if needed.” 

The work has attracted the attention of other insti¬ 
tutions . including the University of Southampton and 
defence research and statistical agencies, who have 
confirmed the reliability of the findings, and the Navy 
believes it could he useful to other armed forces. 

In addition to the consultancy work, a member of 
the DNM staff, Cdr Ross Rennison, is the latest 
research fellow in the partnership with 
the university. 

Nick Capon said: "The university has 
gained in many areas from this liaison. 

"We have been surprised by the com¬ 
plexity of the problem and have gained 
respect for the sophisticated modelling 
tools already used by the Navy in man¬ 
power planning - in many areas, well in 
advance of civilian organisations, 

"I believe Portsmouth University 
students are benefiting, because our 
teaching can so easily get dry and out 
of date, particularly in a business 
school, unless we regularly deal with 
live business problems to ensure our 
skills are relevant and up to date." 

The Navy is equally enthusiastic, Cdr 
J enk i ns sa i &: “The U n ive ratty is loo ki ng 
for problems which are academically 
worthwhile and have a business dimension, while for us 
it is an economic way of getting a problem tackled." 

Cdr Rennison said the Navy is learning from ihe 
process; “We arc looking for understanding as well as 
a solution. The answer is not enough - we need to 
know how they got Iherc." 

The study is increasingly investigating flow patterns 
in branches - there are some 9M rating sub-branches or 
specialisations, each with its own career structure. 

By studying patterns which repeat - and often more 
importantly, those which don't - background knowl¬ 
edge and information can be fed into the model to give 
4 dearer picture of the forces at work. 

The newer Navy models could have a potentially 
wider application, according to Cdr Jenkins. 

“I said to the economists that it struck me we are In 
many ways a national economy in miniature - we need 
doctors, dentists, engineers etc," he said, 

“I asked if we could use a national-style model, but 
they said our work was far more sophisticated than 
anything they do on a national scale.” 

In the long term, more accurate forecasting will 
protect ihe crucial balance between sailors and ships - 
money will he spent on equipment* not on unwanted 
manpower, said Cdr Jenkins. 



• Planning ahead - this is how HMS Astute, first of a new class of attack submarines, will 
look when she enters service in about six years time - presenting the type of manning chal¬ 
lenge which the Navy must tackle years before the hull touches water Three of the 
advanced submarines - the largest and most powerful Fleet boats yet to be built by the 
Royal Navy - are on order from Marconi Astute Class Ltd t and a further batch is planned. 
The first hull section will be laid down at Barrow-in-Furness, where the 7,000-tonne Astute 
will be assembled , The other two vessels in the £2 billion project will be Ambush and ArttuL 

Picture Copyright Marconi Naval Systems 1999 
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ASHORE IN MONTEVIDEO. GRAF SPEE‘3 DEAD ARE BURIED WITH FULL MILITARY 
HONOURS. ONE OF THE WREATHS IS LAID TO THE MEMORY OF THE BRAVE 
MEN OF THE SEA FROM THEIR COMRADES OF THE BRITISH MERCHANT 
SERVICE' LANGSDORFF WILL NOT GIVE THE NAZI SALUTE. 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 16: GRAFSPEE’S MEN REFUSE 
TO TAKE THEIR SHIP TO SEA - DESPITE AN APPEAL 
BY LANGSDORFF HIMSELF. HE REPORTS TO 
BERLIN-ESCAPE INTO OPEN SEA AND BREAK. - 
TROUGH TO HOME WATERS HOPELESS' 


1B15. WITH ONLY A DEMOLITION CREW ON BOARD, SHE HEADS SLOWLY OUT TO 
SEA THREE QUARTERS OF A MILLION PEOPLE WATCH FROM THE SHORE. 


DECEMBER 17. T HE URUGUAY AUTHORITIES REFUSE TO 
LET GRAF SPEE STAY LONGER THAN 72 HOURS. GRAF 
SPEE TRANSFERS OVER 700 MEN TO THE TACOMA. 


Trapped in Montevideo, the 
German battleship Graf Spee 
may only remain for three days - 
after that she must leave or be 
interned ... 


BATTLE OF THE RIVER PLATE 


Hoon expands cash support scheme fan study 


New Learning Credits 
to provide 'long-term 
incentive' for young 

D EFENCE Secretary Geoffrey Hoon unveiled a new weapon in the campaign to 
recruit and retain members of the Armed Forces at a major careers convention at 
HMS Collingwood* 



More than 4(H) careers advi¬ 
sors packed the lecture hall 
and listened as he gave details 
of a scheme which will provide 
thousands of pounds to Service 
men and women who want to 
gain academic and vocational 
qualifications. 

After the Strategic Defence 
Review in Standard Learning 
Credits were intreduced which 
have been providing up to £175 to 
personnel engaged in private 
study, refunding up lo HO per cent 
of their costs. 

Rut the Defence Secretary's 
announcement gave details of a 


huge expansion into the second 
stage of the scheme, with 
Enhanced Learning Credits paying 
far larger sums to staff with a min¬ 
imum of four years' service. 

He said: “Enhanced Learning 
Credits will be the 'big brother 1 of 
Standard Learning Credits and 
they will permit members of the 
Armed Forces to claim MOD sup¬ 
port running into thousands of 
pounds per annum, for a limited 
number of years, for a Learning 
enterprise, 

"We plan to introduce 
Enhanced Learning Credits next 
year. We sec them as a recruit- 


# JOB EVALUATION: Visitors to the Armed Forces Careers 
Convention at HMS Collingwood consider the Naval options. 


meni tool for the future, providing 
a long-term incentive for young 
people to join the Services, and we 
also aim to encourage those 
already serving to slay longer.” 

U After four years of service all 
personnel will he able to apply to 
join the scheme and, subject to cer¬ 
tain criteria, will he able to claim 
£1,000 per year in any three years 
during their service and for up to 
ten years afterwards, 

□ Longer service will be reward¬ 
ed at a higher rale, with those serv¬ 
ing more than eight years qualify¬ 
ing to claim for three payments of 
up to £2,000* 

Mr Hoon said: "1 see Learning 
Credits as a major positive step 
towards maintaining the Armed 
Forces as a career of first choice 
for the young people of tomorrow. 

"Together with other elements 
of the Learning Forces Initiative, 
Learning Credits will make new 
recruits confident that they are 
choosing a career in which their 
skills will be continually developed 
by a modem employer. 

"A career where they will be 
encouraged to expand the horizons 
of their own personal develop¬ 
ment, even beyond the bounds of 
their Service training and work¬ 
place experience and where the 
skills they develop will be directly 
relevant when they return to civil¬ 
ian life." 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 


THE 



Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy, Always Navy 


Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money”. It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ’network’ of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:.... 

ADDRESS: .. 

.Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5QJ 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 




MARINE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

NAUTICAL INSPECTOR 
£ 25,960 - £ 36,793 

Make a difference to marine safety 

The Marine Accident Investigation Branch is an expert unit 
within the Department of the Environment. Transport and 
the Regions. It is responsible for investigating marine 
accidents for the UK government, producing reports and 
recommendations based on its findings* and providing 
professional advice at public enquiries. 

As a Nautical Inspector, you will be responsible for conducting 
accident investigations independently, with your Principal 
Inspector, or as part of a multi-disciplinary team. The job will 
involve extensive travel within the UK, and occasionally 
overseas. 

You must hold a Master Mariner's (Class 1) Certificate of 
Competency. Royal Naval Officers who have passed their Ship 
Command Examinations will also be considered. You should 
have had recent command experience. You should also 
possess sound report writing skills, strong powers of analysis, 
a good understanding of merchant vessel operations* and 
ideally be educated to degree level or equivalent. 

The position is available from 1 March 2000 or, possibly earlier. 
Starting salary will be in the range £25,960 - £36*793 (currently 
under review) depending on qualifications and experience. 
Relocation expenses of up to £5,000 may be payable in 
appropriate circumstances. 

For further details and an application form (to be returned by 
10 January 2000), write to 

Roger Brydges, MAIB, 

First Floor, Carlton House, 

Carlton Place, Southampton C'Z, 

S015 2DZ, UK EESSSE 25 



Aircraft Fitters 

Gosport y Hampshire 

£l6,472pa (incl bonus) + Other Benefits 

• Aircraft Fitters (Industrial Technicians) capable of a high 
standard of workmanship with a minimum supervision 

• Carry out repairs to structures and embody modifications 
to airframes 

• Skills in riveting* skin repairs, hydraulics and fuel system 
functionals 

• Recognised Indentured Apprenticeship or Service 
Equivalent 

• 5 years recent experience in the Aircraft industry 

If you have the above and would like to join us at DARA 
Fleet Linds> Cosport. Please send your C V, Or for further 
information!Applications Form Tel: 01705 544639 

Defence Aviation Repair Agency 
Human Resources Department 
Fleetlands 
Fareham Road 
Gosport P013 0AA 

The Ministry of Defence is an rqual opportum/ia tmpfoyer and is fully committed 
to equal opportunity pattern. The Mot) positively homes applications from 
suitably qualified individuals, irrespective of racial origin, sex or disability 


i m 

PiUnci Aviation fUpak Ajgggg 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF MILITARY 
ENGINEERING, CHATHAM, KENT 

has vacancies for 

CIVILIAN INSTRUCTIONAL OFFICERS 

in the following disciplines: 

ELECTRICIAN, FITTER-ENGINE, FITTER-PLANT, FITTER-MACHINIST, 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS TECHNICIAN, BRICKLAYING & CONCRETING, 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY, SCIENCE & MATHEMATICS, MATHEMATICS & IT, 

FABRICATOR, HEATING & PLUMBING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 

Europe's leading artisan training centre* The Royal School of Military Engineering, Chatham, Kent 
requires qualified and experienced personnel as Civilian Instructional Officers to train Royal Engineer 
soldiers in a variety of artisan trades listed above. Conditions of work are excellent and are 
summarised below: 

SALARY: Performance related increases up to a maximum of £22,727 per annum are available, 
subject to qualifications and experience. There is an excellent pension scheme and an attractive 
re-location package may also be available for those who qualify. 

TRAINING: Full instructional training is provided and staff are encouraged to improve their 
qualifications and pursue personal development. This may attract a level of financial support and is 
linked to a structured career path as part of our commitment to staff. The Royal School of Military 
Engineering is an accredited Investor in People. 

WORKING HOURS: Working hours are 8,00 a.m. until 4.30 p.m, daily from Mon-Fri. with one 
hour for lunch, 

LEAVE: 25-30 days annual leave on entry plus 10 A days public/privilege holidays, 

FACILITIES: The School offers superb working facilities and an excellent working environment 
with new and modernised workshops. There are a wide range of sports facilities and a new Illness 
centre, which is also open to families. There is also an on-site creche/nursery. 

HEALTH CARE: Option available for membership of healthcare scheme. 

For more information on the above positions and the qualifications required, as well as the 
Royal School of Military Engineering in general, telephone Mr John Parry on 01634 822820 

All applicants will he given a chance to visit the School prior to any formal selection process. 
This will enable them to view the School’s facilities and speak with instructors about the 

responsibilities of the post. 

The closing date for applications is 10 December 1999, 

The MoD is an Equal Opportunities employer and welcomes applications from suitably qualified 
individuals, irrespective of racial origin, gender or disability. 



JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
tor all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 



DETACHED PERIOD STYLE HOME 

with attached Village Store/Posi Office. Rwrai 
Village Location in Wye Valley near Chepstow 
A Bedrooms, 3 Fteceplicn Rooms. Bathroom, 
and Ground Floor Shower Room. Fitted 
Kdctien/Breakfast Room wilfi separate Utility 
Room Mature landscaped Rear Gardens with 
Water Feature Detached Garage With 
Storage/wortehop area 

£179,000. 

For further information phone 
K. Milne on 01291 ©89250 


NOW WHAT? 

A great opportunity to build a long 
term secure future for yourself and 
family with a highly respected and 
professional international company 

Interested? 

Call 0181 338 5573 
and listen (24 hours) 

(Calls charged al normal rates} 


LEARN WHILE YOU SERVE! 
Home study Sales Training Course 
will help prepare you for Civvy 
S tree!. I ndu si ry Rec ogn i t ion, 
Completion Certificate. Professional 
selling skills. Discount for service 
personnel. Call ill506 857188 

WANTED, MEN & WOMEN 
serious about loosing weight 
in the next 30 days. Money back 
guarantee. Independent Herbalife 
distributor Call 01329 663524. 
www. herbali fe4us.com 

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
seeks male/females Ambitious, 
caring, honest. Secure future. 
For more information call 
DAVID HEADS ON (07071) 222123 


Discover new horfzons 


U ■ 




FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted, London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following: 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL: Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


n 


This is an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement. 




Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker 
Senior Personnel Officer, FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road. 
London - Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 IRE 


For Company information see our website at:- 
www. FLS Aeroesace co m 

E-mail: guyw@flsaefospace.com Fax Wo : 01279 680085 



mi 


Broaden Your Horizons. 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 



volunteers (Including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, al sea and ashore. 


NAVAL 

RESERVE 


Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 


Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax dree bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1 f 050 pa. 



Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 


POLICE 

RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Teh 01302 859954 

PO Bon 4*0, DONCASTER DM 9X1. 


OIL RIGS 

The Eseenttet Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO \S INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DO ESN T KNOW WHERE TO START, 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

* HOOKS TODAY * 
01253 669808 
S GFegg Ave Thornton Gtevulnys. 
Lira FY5iBJ.UK 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Stockbndge, Hampshire $020 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 
Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 

£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1 4t and 2^ line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 years, 
8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident and life 
assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 

Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 



& 

H.um.Lan ' 

EXPRESS 

New Year - New Career Opportunity? 

Work with us as one of our licensed Mortgage Advisors 

We are an established financial services company looking to expand 
our successful operation countrywide and therefore require dynamic 
individuals who wish to train and qualify as mortgage advisors. 

We Offer 

/ All Leads supplied 
/ Work from home 

/ All Appointments Qualified & Booked by Us 
/ Full Administration Support 

/ Full & Thorough, On-Going Training to CeMAP Status 

You Need 

/ To be a Car ow ner 
S Home Telephone 

/ The Desire to succeed in your own business 
Licensing fee is £1500+VAT (Fully refunded after 20 Completions) 
Call Paul McKay on 01329-829001 between 0900 and 1730 for more details 

Homelnan Express, 6 Quayside Commerce Centre, Parc him P016 QXR 


Education & Courses 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL HAMPSTEAD 

PmuipiiL Mrs ( \ .Siibxon ft.A* {Oxoni 

|S|$ INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
- SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7-IS YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent education 
whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure environment. We provide: 

* A broad based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes, 

* Flourishing activities including Sport. Drama, Dance and Music. 

* Modem accommodation with good facilities. 

* Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

* Escort for young girls to travel termini. 

Applications are also invited from ex-servicemen in need, for whose 
daughters significant lee reductions could be available, if suitably 
qualified. 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School, 
Hampstead, 65 Rosslyn Hill, London NW5 511). 
Tel: 0171 794 7707 

A RcRixtenrd charity fnttmied for the education of the dttttghfrrs t>f scmct ruett 


BASINGSTOKE COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 


School of Construction and Building Services (CBS) 


Special arrangements for serving forces personnel 


45% DISCOUNT 
ON COURSE FEES 

AND we will pay your examination fees 
and your registration fees 

COURSES ON OFFER 

NVQ Level 2 Security Guarding 
NVQ Levels 3 & 4 Occupational Health & Safety 


EXAMPLE 1: Security Guarding 

Normal Fee = £250.00 {+ registration) 

Your Fee = £137.50 (no registration fee) 

EXAMPLE 2: Occupational Health & Safety 

Normal Fee = £450.00 (+ registration) 

Your Fee = £202.00 (no registration fee) 

A contribution towards travel costs is also available 


O 


For details contact 

Tom Gainford on 
01256 306265 

Basingstoke College of Technology Worting Road Basingstoke Hants RG2t 8TN 


BCOT 

ACCESS TO EXCELLENCE 



S&Nennr 

It's your future. Launch it 

OFFICER OPPORTUNITIES - NEW ZEALAND NAVY 

The Royal New Zealand Navy has limited vacancies for Seaman Officers who are 
qualified Bridge Watchkeeping Officers. Ideally Officers of the rank level of 
Lieutenant are sought, but, depending on qualifications and experience, other rank 
levels may be considered. 

Conditions of service offered will recognise naval experience to date. Potential for 
medium to long term service and eventual promotion on competitive basis. 

For further information please call or forward your CV to; 

THE HEAD - NEW ZEALAND NAVY DEFENCE STAFF, 

NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, HAYMARKET, LONDON SW1Y 4TQ 





EXCEPTIONAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

I worked for the NHS for 24 years, working crazy hours for little 
reward. Sounds familiar? One year ago I stumbled across a little 
known British company with a unique range of products, which 
today is in the top 100 out of more than 1 million privately owned 
companies. Today I own my own life earning a substantial income 
working part time from home. 

If you seriously want to own your life cell - 

t Jill Daw - 01568 797540 


MARINE AGGREGATE 

producer based in Pons mouth 
requires EOD certificated 
personnel to (rain as plant 
opera! or s/maintenance filters. 
Suitably experienced candidates 
should contact Peter Kendall on 

01705 662801 

for more details. 


t Navy News 

Telephone 



Business Manager. 826040 

Editorial . 724194 

Editorial . 724163 

Editorial Fax . 838845 

Advertising . 724226/725062 

Distribution . 725136 

Accounts . 826040 

Subscriptions . 826040 

Calendars . 826040 

Navy News Merchandise. 733558 

Voung Readers Cft/b. 733558 

Business Fax .£30149 


You can also visit Navy 
News Online at 
www.navynews.co.uk 

You may also contact our 
Editorial department 
by e-mail on: 
edit@navynews.co.uk 
and for all other enquiries: 
enquiries@navynews.co.uk 



Give your life 

a boost 


Freephone access 
Friendly confidential service 
No set up fees 
Fast decision 

Electronic transfer of funds 
No complicated forms 
Military finance specialist 


oans 


For more information call into any branch of Naafi 
Financial Services or telephone our dedicated call centre on: 

00800 21 22 23 24 (UK & Germany) 

+44 1959 56 89 69 (Rest of World) 

Lines open 8.00am to 8.00pm Monday to Friday, 9,00am to 2 pm Saturday (UK times) 
For your security calls may be monitored and or recorded. 

Personal Loons provided by Warrior Group Limited. Weald House, 88 Mom, Rood, Sundridge Sevenoaks, Kent 
TNI4 6EE Written quotation available upon request All loans subject to status and not available to persons 
under the age of 18 Warrior reserves the right to decline any application 


BC«T is a charity providing educational uppartuniiies for the community' 
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Monevwise 


A Navy News Advertising Feature 



Don’t get caught out 

on inheritance tax 


I F YOU are not what 
most people think of 
as rich, you probably 
feel very relaxed about 
inheritance tax. After all, 
you’re not in that league, 
are you? 

Or are you? 

You may live modestly, on a 
not over-large income, but 
don't forget that the value of 
your house, since you moved 
into it back In the 1960s or 
1970s, has probably gone 
through the roof. 

That coupled with, say, sav¬ 
ings and investments, could 
well push your total estate 


beyond the £231,000 thresh- 
hold above which inheritance 
tax is charged at the rate of - 
wait for it - 40 per cent! 

If you are in that position, 
there are ways in which you 
can avoid having your heirs 
pay what could be a whacking 
amount to the taxman. 

You would be well advised to 
take out a life insurance policy 
for the equivalent amount of 
tax payable on your death and 
written in trust to your heirs. 
That means that the policy 
does not belong to you, but to 
your heirs, and on your death it 
would therefore not form part 
of your estate and would not be 
liable to inheritance tax. 


Another way to deny the 
Chancellor his spoils is by set¬ 
ting up a Will trust with your 
spouse. That would utilise Iwo 
nil-rate bands which is to the 
benefit of your heirs without 
jeopardising the financial secu¬ 
rity of the surviving partner. 


■ git 
r for 


^ Integral Mortgage Consultants Ltd — 

Mortgages by Poster 


• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE • SAVE EE’S BY REMORTGAGING 
• BAD HISTORY - NO PROBLEM • WE CAN ARRANGE ALL 
TYPES OF MORTGAGE AND REMORTGAGE PRODUCTS 
AND ALL TYPES OF PERSONAL LOANS 
Give Integral Mortgage Consultants a call, We know we can help 
m 

J] 


Freephone 08 


Direct 



and loan plans - but don't for¬ 
get that the gift has to be made 
at least seven years before the 
donor's death , or the amount 
over the nit-rate of £231.000 
wilt be deducted and taxed on 
a reducing scale depending on 
how long ago the gift was 
made. 

Regular gifts can be made 
out of surplus income, as 
opposed to capital, which does 
not reduce your normal stan¬ 
dard of living. Also, each part¬ 
ner has a marriage gifts exemp¬ 
tion of £5,000 if the gift is for 
your child (£2,500 for your 
grandchild or £1,000 for any¬ 
one else who is getting mar¬ 
ried). But the gifts must be 
made before marriage. 

And each partner has an 
annual capital exemption of 
£3,000. 

For people in their 50s and 
60s, loan trusts may be the 
answer. A loan is made to a 
trust and used to buy a single¬ 


premium bond. That gives you 
access to five per cent of the 
capital annually, which is free 
of higher-rate tax for 20 years. 

At the end of the period the 
original capital will have been 
spent as tax-free income, but 
the bond should have 
increased in value, will be 
worth more than the original 
capital, and will be tax-free. 

For older people, in their 70s 
to 90s, the purchase of an 
annuity could be the answer. 
By this you pay into a whole-of- 
life policy. If you put, say, 
£90,000 into an annuity and 
£10,000 into a life policy, the life 
policy premiums would be paid 
by the annuity. That would also 
produce an income, with the 
cost of the annuity being offset 
against inheritance tax. 
However, the income Is fixed, 
hence the suitability of the 
scheme for older age groups. 

You can also give your 
spouse unlimited assets with¬ 
out incurring either inheritance 
or capital gains tax. By trans¬ 
ferring an investment in that 
way to the spouse who has 
the feast amount of income , 
yo u minimis e the tax it 
attracts. 

For example, a husband 
could transfer investment 


income to his non-working wife 
who will receive the first £4,335 
tax-free. The following £1,500 
will be taxed at ten per cent, 
and up to £28,000 will be taxed 
at 20 per cent. 

She can receive investment 
income up to £32,335 before 
reaching the 40 per cent tax 
band. 

Deeds of variation may also 
be used. If a spouse dies hav¬ 
ing left everything to the part¬ 
ner, but without making use of 
all the tax exemptions, the 
widow or widower can employ 
a deed of variation to change 
the will 

That has to be done within 
two years from the date of 
death to use the partner's nil- 
rate band retrospectively. 
However, if the surviving part¬ 
ner fails to pass on funds in the 
estate within two years, the 40 
per cent rate of tax will be 
charged. 

With the deed the surviving 
partner can give part or all of 
their interests to the heirs, 
which is the same as the 
deceased leaving them that 
amount. 

The children could benefit 
immediately or a discretionary 
trust could be set up so that the 
surviving partner receives an 
income for life. 



for readers of 

Navy News 


Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first. 

Look at the benefits. 

FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS 8.9% APR* 

Loans available from £ 1,000 - £ 15,000 
Instant Decision Service - 7 days a week 
Funds Transferred direct to your own bank account 
No Arrangement Fees 

Fixed Repayments over I - 7 years by Standing Order 


fia.KXi 

Month* 

£950 22 

£564.42 

£207.57 

9,*% 

Tbul 

£11,402-64 

£13,191.12 

£17.435 88 

£5.004 

MoniMjf 

£480.90 

£189,39 

£111.42 

11.4% 

W 

£5.770 BO 

£6,SIS<H 

£9.359 28 

£1,009 


£97 00 

£29.63 

£24 50 

14,9% 

Tbuf 

£1,173.60 

£1,426.48 

£2.058.00 


£ 10.000 

Monlhlp 

£881 19 

£124.62 

£168 08 

10.9% 

fool- ’ 

£ 10.575-48 

£11.686.32 

£14,118 72 

£5,090 


£44589 

£167,41 

£89 9S 

134% 

W 

£5,35068 

£6,033 96 

£7,555.80 

£1,000 

Monthly 

£9065 

£35.03 

£19.70 

16,9% 

Tout 

£1,08780 

£1.261.08 

£1.654,80 


For an instant decision or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

0800 591 682 

please quote ref 791/503' 
to obtain your Direct Loan 

This advertisement replaces any previous advertisements 
for Direct Personal Loans from The Co-operative Bank p.l.c. 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


We regret that this offer ts only available to U.K. residents.' 

Typical Example If you with to borrow £3,000 over £0 months wnh repayment protection, the monthly repayment will b« £82 47 Total repayment 
over the tern of the loan: £4.948 20 at an APR of 12.9% The rrvontMy repayment without repayment protection will be £6?. 78 Total repayment 
over the term of the Joan: £4.I86 80 at an APR of 14,9%. *Refe« to team taken out with the option of repayment protection and for £10.000 and over 
Written quotation; available on request. fUtei correct at time of pnntinf. (11/M). All loans ;ub|ect to staiui and are available to person; 
aged from 18 years up to their 70th birthday. The Bank reserves the right to decline any application 
Registered Office The Co-operative Bank p.l.t, I Balloon Street. Manchester M60 4EP Registered number: 990937 


If your mortgage doesn’t suit 
you there is a simpler solution 


BW'JOOTtts 

remortgage i 


Have your circijmmoces changed since you firsi took out your mortgage? 
it so. there might now be a more efficient way to pay tor youi home Call loday to see if 
you could be saving money. You can be assured of final dess service every time, with 
advice guaranteed by Allied Dunbar - one of the UK's largest mortgage introducers. 

Please call Steve Abbott mua(0p). 
or Peter Parish mua (dip! Financial Planning Consultants 
on 0113 242 2212 or 0973 622495 (mobile) 

Allied Dunbar Assurance pic. Canal Wharf, Leeds LS11 50B. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

SuiUDfe **a*tiy md tftqiiAla hi* rovif H i>«Mi*d by It* w*am FlHI wnn*n dttiili in irvirtifci* on rsqustl 
Slav* AjjtC'H Gary Jadiaon and Paler P«n*h ira taaraad crept brafcarv Ailwd Durfear Financial Apvtun Ltd 4 ■ 
mpnew or tfw AAad Digntw and Tnrt*pn***a MacMhng Grei* and n rapjUMad h i ma ParMoal Nivaatmi 
In ratattitf w lha !*■ tthitne* ml ptnuon pmbclt a* AIM Dunbar and iti* imrwmani producti ot TNm 


Professional advice for the life 
you don’t yet know. 

H 

ALLIED 

DUNBAR 



FORCES 

AND 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 

WOUNDS, DISEASES, INJURIES OR ANY OTHER 
CONDITIONS AS A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 

ASSISTANCE ALREADY GIVEN IN THE RECOVERY OF 

OVER £60 MILLION 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION INITIAL INTERVIEW 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD 
MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DN8 4SZ 


Pensions 
a riskier 
business 
if you're 


HVlilnMil 

EQUALITY of the sexes in 
the pensions stakes is not 
generally the norm . 

The reasons? 

First women are usually still 
in the position of taking the main 
responsibility for bringing up the 
children in a marriage, and while 
away from work they often pay 
lower pension contributions, if at 
all. Added to that is the fact that 
women at all levels generally 
earn 20 per cent less than men. 

Also, women live longer than 
men on average , and pension 
companies pay them a lower 
annuity rate when they retire . 

Women who have no earn¬ 
ings are not allowed to pay into 
a pension even if they have suf¬ 
ficient funds to do so - some¬ 
thing that will change under the 
new Stakeholder plan. So 
younger working women have 
to strive harder than men to 
ensure they have a decent 
retirement income. 

They should contribute as 
much as possible to their pen¬ 
sion before they take time off for 
children. Older women returning 
to work who are in their compa¬ 
ny's pension scheme should try 
to make up for lost time by pay¬ 
ing additional voluntary contribu¬ 
tions - known as AVCs - or 
free-standing AVCs. And during 
a career break contributions 
from the joint household income 
into an ISA can be made for the 
woman ... 

Getting a 


the future 

STAKEHOLDER pensions, to 
be Introduced by the 
Government in 2001 are aimed 
at people with annual incomes 
of £9,000 to £20,000. 

Those earning below £9,000 
will get the new State Second 
Pension, which will replace 
SERFS - the State Earnings 
Related Pension Scheme. 

The main beneficiaries of the 
Stakeholder system include 
employees in small firms who 
are not members of a company 
scheme, contract workers and 
women who dip into and out of 
work. 

The Stakeholder system 
allows savers to pay in up to 
£3,600 annually or up to all 
their earnings, whichever is 
the lower. That will attract 
income tax relief at the saver s 
highest rate. 

Companies which do not 
offer a pension scheme will 
have to give their workers 
access to a Stakeholder pen¬ 
sion. While Stakeholder 
schemes will be available from 
pension companies, the 
Government is keen for 
employers and trade associa¬ 
tions to offer schemes to 
groups of workers to keep 
costs down. 

However, you should not 
wait two years for the 
Stakeholder scheme to be 
introduced before starting to 
save for retirement. Early con¬ 
tributions to a pension are the 
most valuable because they 
have longer to grow - any 
delay can have a big impact on 
the size of your pension. 

it is better to think about tak¬ 
ing out a personal pension 
now and transferring it into the 
Stakeholder plan in 2001. 
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microloans 


© 


Automatic Acceptance for 
all Serving Military Personnel 

Unsecured Personal Loans 

arranged in total confidence. 

Borrow from £500 to £1500 

for any purpose 

j) Funds Transferred Same Day 

on receipt of your completed contract. 24 - 72 hour turnaround. 

From 18.4% APR 

on loans of £500 repaid over a maximum of 2 years, 
with a repayment holiday & payment protection. 

2) Fixed Repayments 

by standing order or direct debit for easy budgeting. 

Repayment Holiday Available 

pay not one penny until February 2000. 

Lines Open 8am to 8pm Everyday 

24 hour answer phone service outside these hours. 


Britannic House 
Binbrook Business Centre 
Binbrook 
Market Rasen 
LN8 6HF 

www.microloans.co.uk 


For example, take out a £500 loan with payment protection during 
December and don’t repay a penny until February 2000. Then make one 
initial payment of £57.49 followed by 11 payments of just £47.49. 
Total amount payable £579.88. 

For your security calls may be recorded. 

Rates correct at time of printing (Nov 1999). 

Loans are only guaranteed to current serving members of the 
British Armed Forces aged 18 or over. 

Written quotations available on request. 


0 


A Division of imperial Consolidated Financiers Lid 

Registered in England S Wales No. 3430855 Regulated Consumer Credit Licence No. 451301 
Part of the Imperial Consolidated Croup of Companies 
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Motoring 



Saloon is a rally-bred flier 


I TS NOT pretty, but the Subaru 
Impreza Turbo's distinctly func¬ 
tional profile is part of its attrac¬ 
tion, and you’ll be hard-pressed to find 
such a high performer anywhere near 
its price, writes Glynn Williams. 

In fact, if you admit that this rally-bred 
flier, which can sprint to 60mph in around 
six seconds and top 140mph, costs less than 
£2UXX) - some 0,000 less than the flag¬ 
ship Ford Motideo - people will look at 
you with disbelief. 

It is a phenomenal performer, not just in 
terms of neck-straining acceleration, but with 
fabulous incisive yet forgiving handling, 
thanks to the permanent all-wheeldrive. 

Officially the Impreza is in the same class of 
car as the Ford Focus, in terms of size and 
capacity, but in reality there is nothing to 
touch it. 

When there was an Escort Cosworth it 
undercut it on price and surpassed it on the 
road. 

The version tested was the four-door 
saloon, with civilised capacity for five adults 
and a useful boot. 

But for £500 more you can have the five- 
door, termed an “estate” with extra capacity 
from an extended rear roof. 

And this estate is no slouch cither, being 
just a tenth of a second slower in the sprint 
and 2mph slower in potential outright pace. 

But driven in a more sedate and law-abid¬ 
ing mode it will accommodate a couple of 
dogs or loads more luggage, while both mod¬ 
els have the flexibility of fold-down rear seats. 

This is the thing about the Impreza: it can 
truly fly like the wind, flash past anything for 
incisive overtaking, is a dream winding 
through the bends with body-hugging sports 
seals ensuring you’re in total control yet it is 
a practical and comfortable everyday form of 
transport. 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Subaru Impreza Turbo 2000 
AWD four-door 
PRICE ON ROAD: £20,950 
ENGINE: Intercooled turbocharged 2- 
litre flat four cylinder 16-valve with double 
overhead cams for both banks, produc¬ 
ing 215bhp, 

TRANSMISSION: Permanent allwheel- 
drive with viscous centre coupling, five- 
speed manual change 
PERFORMANCE: 0-62mph - 6.3 sec¬ 
onds; top speed - 143,5mph 
ECONOMY: urban - 20.6mpg; extra 
urban - 35.3mpg; combined - 28mpg 
INSURANCE: Group 17. 


There are brakes with ABS so that the car 
stops as sharply and as reassuringly as i! goes, 
and there are distinctive big spoilers front and 
rear, which are there for a purpose. 

Far from a spartan sportster, it has power 
steering, electric windows front and rear, 
powered mirrors, tilt-adjustment for the 
Momo leather steering wheel, and dual 
airbags for the front-seat occupants. 

Certainly it has a lovely growl when the 
engine is called to come on song, but the 
noise isn’t intrusive, and turbo-lag is imper¬ 
ceptible - press the pedal and response is 
instantaneous. 

And it isn't too thirsty either, with an offi¬ 
cial combined cycle fuel economy of 28mpg 
that 1 slightly bettered. 

'Hie other key standard features are an 
alarm and immobiliser, which you sadly real¬ 
ly need, because unfortunately this car is so 
good it has a reputation for attracting the 
wrong sort of attention. 



1357 ayy 


• High performer : the Subaru impreza Turbo 2000 AWD saloon . 



WwiKDf: 




iar 2000 unique any other 
Size approx: 37cm x 28.5cm 


r Surface Mail Overseas 

(AVAILABLE NOW) 4 


Write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH Tel: 01705 826040 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/lnternational Money Order 
in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or fof payment by credit card/switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 


DEMAND IS twee/ 
ORDERS ROW BEING TAKEN. 
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Motoring. 




Pocket Shogun 
aimed at young 


MITSUBISHI, which has 
just celebrated 25 years in 
the UK, launches a new 
“compact” version of its 
top-selling Shogun all¬ 
wheel-drive wagon next 
month. 

• Compact model: the 
Mitsubishi Shogun Pinln, 
designed to appeal to the 
younger 4x4 buyer. 


Designed in Italy by 
Pininfarina, the stylish 
new sports utility vehicle 
(SUV) has the heritage 
and style of its big brother 
but with a modern twist - 
and pricing - to appeal to 
the younger 4x4 buyer. 

Priced from under 
£15,000 to £20,000, the 
Pinin comes in three lev¬ 


els of specification, pow¬ 
ered by the frugal and 
clean gasoline direct 
injection llSbhp 1.8-litre 
16-valve petrol engine. 

Mitsubishi has also 
launched a new version of 
its Space Runner, a re¬ 
styled Challenger, and the 
new 2.4-litre GDI version 
of the Galant. 



Luxurious 
Lexus head 
into 4x4 


market 


NEXT MONTH: 

Glynn Williams takes 
the Jaguar S-type V6 
for a test drive 


LEXUS, a marque re¬ 
nowned for luxury saloons, 
is poised to move into the 
4x4 market - in style, natu¬ 
rally. 

It presented the RX300 con¬ 
cept car at the London Motor 
Show, a wagon which is due to 
go on sale in the United 
Kingdom next autumn. 

Already a big hit in the 
United States, the RX300 is a 
capable off-roader, hut with 
the styling and interior space 
of a sporty estate combined 
with the ride comfort and luxu¬ 
ry trimmings which have come 


• Switch in market: the Lexus 
RX3000 4x4 off-roader, 

to he expected of the brand. 

It will be equipped with a 
three-litre V6 engine with 
Variable Valve Timing - 
Intelligent engine producing 
22Gbhp. 


H.M. Forces only! 

Warning! - don't get involved in high cost 
civilian finance schemes for people with 
inferior credit ratings - try... 

Walker Cor Soles 

21-27 Copnor Road, Copnar, Portsmouth 
Over 100 cars in stock from £200-£50 ( 000 
...10 minutes from HMS Nelson 

Portsmouth's H.A1. Forces finance specialists 
Licensed Credit Brokers, details on request, subject to status 






=REE 

MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER 
INSURANCE WITH OUR 


d irect 


'•1 


• Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for Forces 
-ft immidiate cover and monthly payment schemes 

• Open 365 days a year, 
ft Sam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-9pm weekends 



If the 'ordinary' turbo doesn't grab you, the PI will 



IF THE "ordinary' Impreza Turbo 
isn’t enough (see road test, p34L 
there is soon Lo be an even more 
powerful version. 

Available from March, the PI 
version - the prototype version is 
pictured above - has power boost¬ 
ed Lo some 28i)hhp, for 0-611 in 4.8 
seconds and a top speed in excess 
of 150mph to make it a real 
supercar. 

In top gear this two-door 


saloon leaps from 50 to Tllmph in 
less than seven seconds. 

Yet the machine developed by 
Prodrive, the company which 
makes Subaru's world dominating 
rally cars, still keeps its full man¬ 
ufacturer's three-year warranty. 

The price has yet to be 
announced but this limited edi¬ 
tion is sure to not only have a 
competitive price, but keep its 
value impressively well, too. 



For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 


DRIVE-IN CUTPRICE SERVICING, MOT & FAST FIT DISCOUNT CENTRE 



IVAN’S GARAGE 1 


CULDROSE. HELSTON 



R.M.l.F. [lDLidlUn 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY“THE GOOD GARAGE GUIDE ‘98” 


FULL DIAGNOSTIC, ACCIDENT REPAIRS & SERVICING 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERING SERVICE LOCALLY 
Quality Pre-Owned cars from £250 FOR SALE 


TELEPHONE 01326 221300 HOW FOR UP TO All EXTRA 20% 
DISCOUNT FOR ALL NAVAL PERSONAL ON MOT’S i SERVICING 


contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how lo 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubtey on UK 01980 653434 or write: 


Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bui lord Rd, Durringtnn SP4 BBR 




^ MILITARY ID ENTITLES 
^ YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 


ON YOUR 

NEW 
CARI 


NATOCARS 


Our spetra/ Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range 
af makes are also available on many models for 
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings. 

Of course, you will enjoy the NATOCARS' renowned 'tab care of if ail J 
service which is also extended to our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme. 

Can you afford not to buy from NATOCARS? 

CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 

O ® © VOLVO 

NATOCARS 

W -V /frttvWpnj; Feprm nur SP 

Natocai'S Ltd * Wylds Road * Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4&H 2 

Tel: 01278 455555 * Fax: 01278 450396 * E-mail: sales@nalocafS.co.ult z 
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Miscellaneous 



LOCATED WITHIN THE ROYAL NAVAL MUSEUM HM DOCKYARD 



Royal Naval Museum 

Trading Company Limited 


Teddies • Pusser's Rum • Prints 

and many more items available 

Phone for a free catalogue, 
quote ref: RNM2 


Incorporating ^ OS lift £ 
the Bookshop 


With over 20 years experience and over 500 titles* we can help yon 
find that new or used book or even a gift with a maritime theme. 

We can search for antiquarian and out of print books 
FREE book list on request 


Mail Order Hotline: 


Tel: 01705 826002 Fax: 01705 821881 

E-Mail: nava<museum<g>ctx.co,uk 


The Royal Naval Museum Trading Company Limited 
No.9 Store, HM Naval Base, Main Road, Portsmouth. PQ1 3PY 
www.royal naval museum trading company limltedxo.uk 





THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL" 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle <& Far East. 
Send s.a.e.Jor your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6%1 
Bromstfrove, B61 SLA 


i—FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—i 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
lo resemble an original oil painting 
sue 8'x16' tor £35pkisP&P 
For I is I please send SAE to: 

SEART. 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HANTS FO-12 3TD 


MB’S SHIP,.. SFUMMDS 
SHIP-TOUR SHIP... refill Q - 
the past for4 *up«* ■< 

CttRlSTMAS , 
iPReSEWT 



Hu 

Affcnftbfi to 

prAtr&m Ofti&jOf&i, mkkbwm 
M,ti¥erpo*t U7WQ mi-lVl 


PRINTED LEISUREWEAR 
T's-SWEATS-CAPS ETC 

* HIGHEST QUALITY 

* BEST PRICES 

* FREE ADVICE I QUOTES 

* PROMPT SERVICE 

* ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS 

* ACCESS B VISA 

THE WEARHOUSE 
Tel/Fax 01208815522 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And tots more , all from one supplier 

No artwork ar aiming up costs an meanly of goods 
High quality. ctnnpalihvu prrces, (wornpl delivery 

BFPO lax lree service 
Sentf for our new price list: 
Reynold Sports 

51 52, High Street. Lincoln. LN59AP 
Teh 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 5303S3 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CU M MER BUNDS JIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts 
and Baseball Caps All Tirade to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gw inear, 
Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5MA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 



LOST MEDALS 

RKPLACEI) IN KkCOKI) TIME 

LIU SI/K & MINIATURE 
MirW MOUNTING SKRVHF 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

1 rafalnar Square Collectors itnlre 
7 Whitcomb SI reel 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171*930 1079 
PAX 0171*930 1152 
e mail:rdhruedulstfuioi.com 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wirt Siam BadQ&s ai! ships E1B.00 
White Gauntlets £20 00 

Standard Carriers £25.00 

Brass inserts £ 12.00 

White Cotton Gloves £3.50 

Navy mart Berets 5 7, B 17 00 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge £4 50 

R.N & Naval Division Ties £9.55 

PH Bow Tips £8 55 

Black Clip-on Ties £4 50 

RN Buttons i ergo £1 60. Smalt £1 50 

RHA/RM l atfies sashes £12.00 

Pace Sticks £60 00 

W. R N. S Style Tricorn Hats £20.00 

Embroidered Garments 
Winter Blotisons. Black/Navy 
RNAJRM/FAASFAA Assn £20.00 

navy blue V-neck Jumpers . 

RHA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn £12 00 

White Pilot Shirts- 

ftNAm/RHPSMAJkfAA Assn £11 75 

Sweatshirts Havy, Grey. FAA/FAA Assn £ 14.50 


Officer^ Cap Badges Ctl.QO 

Gold 5word Knot -... £23.00 

Leather Sword Belts .. E 70.00 

Sword Bags . ... £30-00 


A CD BOM TITLED 'BRITISH MILITARY 
BADGES’ CONTAINING OVER 2.MHJ 
ILLUSTRATIONS IS NOW AVAILABLE 
PRICED AT £39.05 
aft prices include PAP 
I I.OetvtieM Drive,Srww.OttthatnJancx.QLSaTJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
www.theg old wirebadge.co.uk 
E-mail;- robroyfSliileone.net 


W.TTSG OLD TON i BUSING OLD T01V SITING OLD \m> BITING OLD ITU'S * BITING OLD TOYS - BITING OLD TOtt* 


GLOUCESTER TOY MART 

Ciround Moor. Antique Centre, Severn Rond, Gloucester 
(hollow signs for Old Docks) Mon - Sat 10.30 to 5.00 

BUYING AND SELLING COLLECTABLE TOYS 

Dinky. Coigi, Miiithbtt. Tinplmc* TV. tibicd, Sw Win* Bhuiru, UnJo, Hornby Tons. Action Man* etc 

Tel: 0973 768452 Fax: 01452 30716] 



NEW Authentic 
Colour Fleet Badges 
on Pewter Hipflasks 

Abo high quality tankards, goblets, 
hipflask engraved with ships crest, 
badges logos ro your own design, 

• CALL TOR FREE CATALOGUE • 

GLOSSOPS TROPHIES 

86 Hro.id Street, Sheffield S2 5TG 
Tel: 0114 276 5554 Fax: 0114 275 0377 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 limutl Struct. Sidcmoor. Bromsgiove, Woies lift I HLL 
Tel: (015271 K35375 or Fax: (OJ527) 576798 

Specialists in Ribbons, Pull Si/e & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 


Scud SAF or call lor comprehensive price lisl of 


Full Si/c A Miniature Medal*, 


Civil U (jtJ mdnv accept nJ h\ |Jmiv Ijv 

I OH cua.uivty pkWtf aU 17 fl'i VAT 



LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medats@virgin.net 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone bui never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 
Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 



CAP TALLIES 

ANY SHIP 
— MAJVY Wf STOCK 
For details send SAE 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
DEWS/COMB [NED OPS TIES AND BADGES 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 

I. HEED CQUJfT. UINGWEU CHEEN. HftlSTOt- 

TEL: QU7 9327967 FAX: 9329542 



COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
& CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAH!! 


WE MAKE EMBROIDERED BADGES, 
CRESTS & GARMENTS, WE PRINT 
STICKERS, T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS. 
WE ARE THE BIGGEST PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IH EUROPE, AND SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMED FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY, 1st CLASS SERVICE, 
UNBEATABLE VALUE If 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS & PRICES. 


1 " TEKRANE FROHCmONS, TERHANF HOUSE. I 
W HIS BY WAY I NO EST. LINCOLN LN-6 3LQ I 
TEL: (01522) 697000 / FAX: I Q\522\ 6971S4 | 


Mr 


HHIS TO I. M K It CIIA N T S I. TI) 


15 to 20% OFF 
M AG-L1TES & 
SWISS ARMY KNIVES 


VISIT w w u.bri.stolmiTchtints.coin 


OR TELEPHONE 0795 7373354 
HOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


ft 


Temptations 

by 

Lady Jane’s 

Quality lingerie for the 
LARGER LADY 


For a FREE CATALOGUE write to: 

Lady Jane's, PO Box 5, 
Gosport, P012 3YF 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (Nj 

po BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
IAN FRASER {ex RN) 

37A Chilweil Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1 EH 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom made tor Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc 
Blazer buttons, medals ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) HU 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coteford, Gtos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


H MS KKV \ RNA WALL Sill- ILDS 


Direct fmm the Manufacturer 
Handmade to order 



£21.20" Inc UK postage 
‘add £1.45 for optional motto litle scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 


r PRINTING & (MBROIDffl^ 

POLOS SWEATS FLEECES BADGES T-SHIRTS 

* QUALITY SERVICE & FLEXIBILITY 

• FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN SFfTVfCE 

* LAaGf ORDERS / SMALL ORDERS 

• FAST TURNAROUND 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links* Buttons. 
Medals* Cap Badges* Militant 
£2.(K) for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN)* 
31* Belle Vue Si.* Filey* R Yorks 
YQ14 9HU. 


10800 137948| 


Kingfisher leisurewear 

nmtril: ki igfilhdrlsisurtwtar^dial pipex conl 
www kiiigfithtf‘ItiSur^wBDr.co. uk 




Vt4A APPROVAL FOl Ult DF Of FI cm LOOO 


J 


Z£)entworth 

dh the fhaterers 

formerly corivo products 

High quality pewter tankards, 

|fi hip flasks* goblets* plates and 
^ much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests. Badges and 
Logo's to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure, 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

( Tankard House. 25 Leadmlll Road. Sheffield Si 3JA 
P Tel: 0114 272 5678 Fax: 0114 272 6651 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted or wooden base 6m x 7in 

£24*50 + £1,40 UK Postage* 

REDUCED PRICES given lor Orders ol 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given lor 10, 25. 50 and TOO 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C H MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House* 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



GREENBURGHS 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£24.00 +£1 .50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MINOR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS! 
Send S AE tor quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4FE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138 


U-NEED-US at ■ 


FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 

NOVELTIES* PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, DECORATIONS, 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BALLOONS, PAPER PLATES, ETC 
FULL RANGE OF MILLENNIUM PARTY GOODS. 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 023 9282 3013- Fax 023 9273 6943 
B.f.PX) orders welcome ■ Free catalogue available* 

Established in Portsmouth over 75 Years ago 



BODYLINE Tel: 01709 377966 

sportswear Fax; 01709 838449 

_direct from the manufacturer 

Jackets Polo Shirts 

Tracksuits Tee Shirts 

Jog Pants Sweatshirts 

shorts Fleece's 

Football Rugby Hockey Kits 
Embroidered Print Numbered 
Unit 3 Amber Business Centre, 
Rawmarsh Rd* Rotherham, S6Q 1RU 


EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR 

\\ idu rangr uf c|usalil> Banflcflh. 

Luvi minimum order, f ull cofaur bnwhure. 
1 'apt Ik printed jjurmrnN iaIvi jiuiUhlr 

Banana Moon 
Workshop 

48 Old Lane. 
Birken£haw, 
Bradford BD11 2JX 

Teh 01274 08S1O3 
Fax: 0127-4 652524 

; www.bananamoon.co.uk 


FLAGS & BUNTING, Hand sewn 
Ensigns and Nat tonal Flags* 
Free colour brochure includes 
Bunting, Table Flags and over 4CI 
polyester 5fi x ,l|i National Flags 
£7,99 each. FI pees Entertainments 
271 High Si reel, Orpington* 
Kent BRfi flNW Td:0l6S9 82260ft 
w w w.clpecs.co. u k 

THOUSANDS OK NAUTICAL 
SOUV KNIR S* Mcmorah i I i a. Hags, 
sextants, lugs, clocks* telescopes, 
lighis, models, chronomeiers, old 
manuals, can non halls. Maritime 
items wanted. Nautical Cenire* 
Harbour Passage, Hope Square* 
Weymouih. Tel: 01305 777«3K. 



DIVING APPARATUS WANTKI), 
Commercial* Scuba and Standard 
Diving Equipment iSichc Gomum 
eicj. Helmets* Suits. Boots* Pumps* 
Books eic„ Everylhmg considered, 
Tel/Fax 01297 2333ft e-mail: 

sc a I on. m a r i nefh 1 ht i ni c me I .com 




m 




3/owers sent to any add re ss in W,K. ar yu.^7, 

JIojt all on radians — tftrt fts/hr/ettys Itdtfttrwrsaries . 
your fovrtf otters- arc waiting to hear from you. ( Y 

* 12 RoseslRvd/Yellow/PiflkfWhite ___ £13.85 v'v‘ 

‘ i-r <1 24 RoscsmedlYnHow/PinVMite .... ____ U6.50 T- 

40 Premia 4 Fern ____ t14,B5 

// SO Bfooms; Mxd BouqmI - RoseslSp. CenJCarslFnesia 4 Gy* ^*,, £22.50 

30 Blooms; Mxd Bouquet - RosesSCars./Fnesia Ferns * Gys -- £17.50 

Christmas Bouquet - Please order early * Not debited until December 
Hot Line Number - 01481 24670B or Fax - 01481 243406 
SO Bfaoms, Bouquet, floses/fleef t Whrte/Sp, CartJGoMw Yellow Cars. I Freesia + Gjtt „ £22*00 
30 Blooms; Red Roses/Goiden Yellow CanJFteesias * Gy* ............ £17.50 

— Mtiltnrtfam Bouquet — For Delivery 1stl2nd week January 2000 — 

Bouqucl - 50 Blooms; White Flowers ........... £22.50 

Bouquet-30 Blooms; Mud White 4 W/ow flower* £17.M 

Pitut order tatty - C/t not debited vitUt Jewry 7PPP - Iheit etdtts flurf be brteted prior fe Chnstmts 
Mil CX Mtteptid - Cltenvei payable to - 

Joys Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, CX GY2 4WB 

Tel: 01481 34S7Q8 Fax: Q1AB1 243406 
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Accommodation 



TI E CiSraDUV CeiL 

Cijtsr licust 
SL Simon Road, Southsea, 
Portsmouth 

Flexible Accomodation offered 2 minutes 
walk away from the seafront. 

All iUis and rooms haw own kitchen area with 
cooking facilities and fridges, own baihrooms wiih 
shower or bath, living area, laundry service, cental 
healing, satellite TV, Two bedroom flats available 
and private otf road parking. 

Flats available from £90 -£175 per weelr 
All Single En-Suite Rooms 
with breakfast £15 per night 
All Double Eri-suite Rooms 
with breakfast £25 per night 
For more details. Ring or Fax Andy fcott on- 

.01705 351277/293136, 


%odc Qarden FHotef, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central for alt Stnichsea umrnilfo and 
rMen ainmrtiK <JualiK en-suire 
bedrooms. Sulci lilt TV’s *11 rooms, 
lefl.VulTrr fiii'i lit ii 1 *,, lounge, 
private car park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
POS2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 

(Opposite I lie Pvnimkhi 

TEL: 01705 875566 

special ralnt fa r ail service ptrwnitel and 
Family £2F.tNtp,p. in fail ensuite double ar 
twin-bedded room, 

* 4 enmn seafrunl hirid 

* C olour TV, ieatorffte ferflUfe. 

* flumes, moms - full simp snuoltcr tibt* 

* I den Ik siluulfd near all local »i l ructions 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUEST HOUSE 

(Previously Shropshire: Com) 

33 Granada Road. PQ4 ORD 

Happy Seaside Guest House, bright, 
spacious rooms, private car park. 
200yds from beach and entertainments. 
lOmins Historic Dockyard, Continental 
Ferry Port A Shopping Genlres. 

S pec in i Autumn Breaks available 
e.g. u 4 nights for price of 3" 
Call now!!! 

Ann a belle & Lyndon Richards 

01705 731043 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent Id tire Woe and Park. Friendly family run 
Guest House offers you a warm welcome and 
personal service FacJtfftes ind«te resJdenfs 
loynge. TV Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating all rooms. From f f 5pp. CC $ Accepted 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. Piar Street, West Hoe. 

TEL: 01752 262870 


<g> Province Of Natal Hotel 

5# Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 
1999 - the 50"‘ Anniversary year 

The Hotel was a gift after World War 2 
rts purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and dose relatives, 

*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 
'Half a mffe from the shops and station. 

*All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
'Lift to all floors 'Residents bar ’Children and Pets welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
*We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

Registered Charily No 214446 


ADVERTISING 

RATES 

(exet. VAT') as effective 
from 1st April 98 


DISPLAY 

Full Page.£2,100 

Half Page. £1,160 

Quarter Page .. £655 

S.c.c.£13 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.85p per word 

Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum ..lOwds, 
Box number.£3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on .pages 

Discounts, Colour Rates, 
Technical Details available 
on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 
for a full Media Pack 


Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Tier Street, West ‘Mac 


C~”~) *- 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £!4-£ 18,00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
shilions, 4 poster bed. All rooms 
V CTV, Teu/Coffec making. f 
# X Mom En-suhc. Parkins:- X # 


Our Insider Information 
Guide shows you howto 
get huge 

DISCOUNTS ON 
WALT DISNEY 
WORLD RESORT 
HOTELS 

For your copy send a cheque 
or p/o for £2*74 to C. Noble, 
48 Dundonatd Crescent, 
Auchengate, Irvine KA11 5AX 

Tel: 01294 311741 

email: noblecinds@aol.com 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, South sea 

A small, friendly. family run Uucst Hou*e 
offering B&B lovemighi or weekly rales) 
Close lu Naval base, xtttiofi, sbopi and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/coffce facilities in 
at! rooms, All rooms en-$uite & air 
comliimned, Own keys, limited parking. 

Pudd* and John ( Joi j hrskiiie 
Tel / Fax Porlsmuitlh HI1705) 823924 
E - Mo i I iTheEl ni'if i H (a uol .com 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea P01 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped, Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or oirl friend, 

MINIMUM 2 pjiSQNS OR QHAJR&f FOR 

Charge WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST. E&Q 

per 4 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person OTHEH MONTHS. ......... .£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season) ........E10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management before 2pm 
Children 12 years or under - HALF PRICE if steeping in the same room as adults 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY ■ OCTOBER. 
MR CURTIS, 70 TESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802*938559 


THE 

G1 

LADYER1 

The Place to stay 

NN 

(osyffi 




[ 1UF* ^ 

tsonablej 


Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01383 411728 


Plymouth Haddington House 

Spacious self-cafering holiday apartments set within 
a Victorian House built in 1873* 

Tastefully decorated to a high standard with fully equipped 
kitchens, shower/bathroom, private parking and garden. 

FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730 






COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS' 

-H/C, TEA COFFEE, CTV a SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 
•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS' 
•14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. P04 ONG 



|OR TSMOL TI 

LADY I 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate. 
HMS Vktory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

21 rooms most cn-suite. 
singles/do ubles/twins + 
family rooms,colourT.V, 
Tea+Cqffee facilities, free house 

k Tel: 01705 870505 J 


fhipedd 

A HOTEL 

AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyer St* PLl 2QD * 
Telephone: (01752* 22731! 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour tv. Radio, Tea/Coftee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy Nows 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount, All Credit Cards 
accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
U. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

7t Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel" 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront, 
All rooms CTV, Tea,Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensulte. Sky TV Lounge. 
Parking, Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single, 
Tel: 01752 660675 

Edgeurn/w Guest House 

SO For St. West Hoe. Plymouth PU JUT 


(§) * ‘tKi.ng ClmQes ^otefi 

Brompton Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5QT. Tel: 01634 830303 
Why not treat yourseif to a 2-night weekend 
break in the heart of Medway and Maritime 
Kent, where there is so much to see and do. 

Within 10 minutes of the hotel you can visit the City of ROCHESTER, with its 
Cathedral, Castle and Charles Dickens Centre, the WORLD NAVAL BASE, 
housing many galleries and attractions (includes a trip on Kings wear Castle, 
Britain's last working coal-fined paddle steamer* and the R.E. Museum, 
holding one of the finest collections of its kind in the world. 

For just 09.00 per person (based on 2 people sharing) we can offer you a 
fabulous 3-course meal on Friday night, 2 nights bed and English breakfast 
and FREE entrance into the R.E. Museums plus discount vouchers to most 
of the other attractions, (Weekend break from October to March only) 

All our rooms have en-suite bathroom, colour tv, hairdryer and tea/coffee 
making facilities. Single room prices are available on request. 

For bookings please telephone 
reservations on 01634 830303 


M J 


BLACKPOOL'S 

NORBRECK CASTLE HOTEL 

"A RESORT WITHIN THE RESORT'' 

For your next Forces Reunion Choose 
the Best in the North West 
But don't just take our word for it, 
our success speaks for itself: 



.■w . 1* l! 

. 1 ?; 


BLESMA 

Fleet Air Arm Association 
RAF Regiment Association 
Royal Marines Association 
Aircraft Handlers 
HMS London Association 
Pembroke Dock Ground 
Crew Association 
Parachute Regiment 
Royal Artillery 
Eighth Army Veterans 
Association 
Royal Observer Corp 


42 Commando Association 

Lascar is Malta 

Communications 

HMS Sheffield 

MOD Retired Police 

Landing Craft Association 

Area 10 Royal Naval 

Association 

Russian Convoy 

The Ton Class Association 

RAF Armouries 

HMS Diana Association 

HMS Excaliber Association 


hAh 


Prices from only £89,00 per person. 
For further details contact Wayne 
on 01253 352341 ext 8613 

THE NORBRECK CASTLl RESORT, 

QUEENS PROMENADE, BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE FYZ 9AA 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


AN booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S,A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of (unctions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PLl 4PG 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



GOSPORT ‘CHERRY TREES" 
15, Linden Grove. Alverstoke. ETB 
1 crown. Family run guest house. 
All rooms H/C\ lea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour. Haslar, Dolphin, Sulian. 
£14 p.p.p.n. Lin or Steve Gell, 
Tel: 01705 521543. 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our 
own products sold through this paper, 
simply return it to us unused wilhin 
14 days and we will replace ri free 
of charge or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights 


The Victory Services Club 


The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

• Close by Marble Arch Sc Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information & resen attorn contact ns at: 
63/79 SEYMOUR STREET, LONDON W2 2HT 
Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 
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NoticeBoard 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING shows the total points ol 
ratings at the top ol each advanc&meni rosier 
(or petty officer and leading rales in 
November alter issue of Bl 3s, 

Intermediaries (Ini) indicates Ehal person* 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit poinfo or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take accouni of (hem. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
basic date order Dales shown against Ini 
rosters are the basic dales of Ihe top eligible 
personnel. The number following (he points 
(or basic date} is the number advanced in 
November 

CCMEAML Ini (217.98), NIL; 
CCMEAEL Int (5.6,98). Nil CCMEAMLSM 
Ini (10,9.96), Nil. CCMEAELSM ln| 
14.9.90), Nil CCWEAADC Dry. Nrl; 
CCWEAWDO Int (26,3.99), 1; CCWEAAD- 
CSM Dry. Nil. CCWEAWDGSM Dry Nil; 
CCWEASWSNAVSM Dry Nil; 

CCWEASWSTECSM Dry Nil; CCAEAM 
Dry, Nil CCAEAR Dry. Nil: CCAEAWL 
292(1 9 96). 1. 

PO(EW)(0) Ini (It,3.97k f: LS(EW) 
Dry, Nil PO(M) Ini (15.7.97). 3: LS(M) ln| 

(9.9.97) , 2, PQ(R) 100 (14.3.95). 6; LS(R) 
Int (17,396). 4.' PO(S) Int £13.1.98), 3: 

LS(S) Int (13.10 98). 2; PQ(D> 365 

(14.3.95). I. LS(O) 736 (11.5,93), 1; 
P0(MW)(0) Int (4.5 99), 1; LS(MW) Ini 
£17 11.98) Nil; PQ(SR) - 416 (It 10,94), Nil; 
LS(SR) Inr (17,2.98), 3; PO(SEA) 429 
(15 11,94) i POCY Dry Mil POCO 496 
(6 2.94k 2 

LRO Int (0,699). Nil, PORT 559 

(12 10,93), I; RPO 666 (3.11 92). 2 
POMEM(L)(GS) Ini <24.6 99). 3; LMEM- 
(L)(GS) Ini (7.10,98), 3 POMEM(M)(GS) 
Ini (19.3.96). 8, LMEM(M)(GS) - 66 

(18.4.97) . 8: POWEM(O) Ini (6.5.97), 3; 

LWEM(O) 197 (25.6961 4 PQWEM- 
(R)(GS) 108 (3.9.96). 5: LWEM(R)(GS) 

350 (12.7 95), 5. POCA(GS) 475 (16 6.94), 
1 LCH(GS) 491 (27.2 94). 4; POSTD(GS) 

758 (21.5.92). 2: LSTD(GS) 452 
120.10 94), 2; POSA(GS) 139 (29,5.96), 2; 
LSAfGS) Int (12.6.97). 3 POWTR(GS) 
526 (25,3 94). 2; LWTR(GS) 538 (IS 3 94), 
8; POMA Ini (9,997). Nil; LMA Int 
(10.3 98). 6: P0(S)(5M)(0) 392 (12.9,94), 

2; LS(S)(SM) ■ 189 (14 6 95), 2: 

PO(TS)(SM) 522(11 11 93). 1; LS(TS)(SM) 
575 (15.12,93). Nil; PORS(SM) 246 
(10. tQ 95) Nil, LRO(SM) Int (9,2.99), 2: 
POMEM-(L)(SM) tnt (4.2.99). Nil 
LMEM(L)(SM) Dry. 2: POMEM(M)|SM) 
Dry, Nil LMEM{M)(SM) - Dry, 4. 

POWEM(R)(SM) 679 (3,11.92), Nik 
LWEM(RKSM) 530 (9.4 92), V POSA(SM) 
Int (14.7.97). Nrf, LSA(SM) hi (15.3 98), 
Nit FOWTRtSM) Ini (6.8 97) Nil; 
LWTR(SM) Int (3.9.99), 2: POCA(SM) Int 

(3.12.97) . Nil LCH(SM) 787 (13.6 92). Nil 

POSTD(SM) 590 (31.3.92), Nil LSTD(S M) 
- 245 (152-96). Nil; POA(AH) 586 
(27 4 93). 1: LA(AH) 391 125.1 95k 1 . 
POA(METOC) Dry, 1; LA(METOC) Ini 
(2.2.99). Nil; POAfPHOT) 1026 (2-10-90). 
Nil PQA(SE) 775 (1 4 92). Nil; LA(SE) tn| 
(4 6.98). Nit; POACMN 435 (27,1.94), Nil 
POAC Dry, Nil POAEM(M) 1m (18.3.99), 
3. LAEM(M) 451 (13.10 94), 10. 

PGAEM(R) Dry Nil; LAEM(R) 530 
(21,10.93). 1: POAEM(L) Dry, Nil, 
LAEM(L) 408 (24.11.94), 5. 

POW(R) Dry. Nil; POW(RS) 688 
(13.10921, Nik LWRO Dry Nil; POWPT 
Dry Nil RPOW Dry. Nil POWCA Dry, Nil. 
LWCH Dry, Nik POWSTO Dry. Nrl 
LWSTD 329 (19.10.95), Nil; POWSA Dry. 
Nik LW5A Dry, Nil, POWWTR Dry. Nil; 
LWWTR 539 (243 94), Nil. PQWWTR(G) 
Dry. Nil; PQW(IIETOC) Dry. Nik LW- 
(METOC) - Dry. Nik POWPHGT Dry, Nil; 
POWAEM(M) Dry, Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry 
Nil; POWAEM{R) Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) 
Dry. Nit; POWAEM(L) ■ Dry, Nil; LWAEk#{L} 
Dry. Nil; POWETS 835 (12,12,91), Nil; 
LWETS 687 (2.3,93), Nil; LWTEL - Dry. Nil; 
POWWA - 642 (10.3.93k Nil; LWWA 445 
(7.9 94), Nil; POWDHYG Dry, Nil; POWD- 

Lwo 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the December 
headlines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 

HMS Hermes, Britain's newest aircraft carrier, was 
accepted into service after full power trials in the 
Channel. She had been launched by Lady 
Churchill in 1953. 

The 10 t 000th ascent by a trainee had been 
made from the bottom of the 100ft submarine 
escape training tank in HMS Dolphin. The method, 
which the British pioneered and developed, was in 20 years ago 
use in navies throughout the world. 



• HMS Fteciaim - paid off in 1979 after 30 
years’ service. 


30 years ago 


THE FOURTH and last of the Navy's Polaris sub* 
marines, HMS Revenge, commissioned at 
Birkenhead on December 4. 

HM ships Kelfington, Wotton and Kilmorney 
were reported to be helping security forces in 
Northern Ireland by patrolling in search of possible 
gun-runners. 


THE VETERAN diving support ship HMS Reclaim 
paid off at Portsmoutn after 30 years' continuous 
service, making her the Navy's longest serving 
warship afloat at the time. The mooring and sal¬ 
vage vessel HMS Lay moor also paid off after 20 
years' service, The steam reciprocating engines of 
both vessels were the last in the Fleet, 

A £200-million contract was awarded to Marconi 
for final development and initial production of the 
Stingray anti-submarine torpedo 



(9.12.97) , N til PDENfG) Dry, Nil; LEN(G) 
Dry. Nil; PONN tn|(l3 1.96), Nil; POMA(Q) 

Dry, Nil: LMA(G) Dry, Nil. 

PO(AWW) Ini (25 11 98k 5; LOM(AWW) 
* Int (9.2.99), 7; PO(AWT) Int (16.11.9B). 
Nik LOM(AWT) - Int (113.99). 9. PO(UW) 
Ini (16,3.99). Nil; LOM(UW) Ini (9 12.96), 
Nil PO(EW) Int (9.6-98), Nil; LOM(EW) 
Ini (4,5.99). Nik PO(MW) tnl (8.9 98), Nil, 
LOM(MW) Ini (51 99), Nil; PO(C) Int 
(6.199). Nit; LOM(C) Int (5.199), 8 
PO(SSM) Ini (2 4 96). 1; LOM(SSM) for 

(26.11.97) , 2: PO(TSM) - Int (29.) .97). Nil. 
LOM(TSM) Ini (19.3.97), Nil; POfCSM) Int 
(14,10.97k 1, LOM(CSM) Int (24 3.99), 1; 
PO(WSM) Int (5.5,90), Nil. LOM(WSM) 
571 (138,93 k 1* 

Basic data for ratings in the following cat 
egory, which has no examination (or the next 
higher rata, is applied in accordance wilh 
BR1066 Chapter 22 

POWTEL 913 (28 4,93). Nil 
The number of Bi3$ issued in female cat¬ 
egories are those advanced from Ihe female 
shore roster 


Deaths 


Capl George Cooper OBE. 

First 


SA * Int (17.11,97k Nil; 


VDSA Int 


ZjPPO Lighters 

with your crest 
Minimum order 50 



For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 


ZIPPO UK LTD. Unit 27, Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke 
Grove, London W1D 5 AS Tel: 0181 &640666 Fan: 0181 9680400 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters with 
my Ships crest 

NAME 

AO DR ESS_ _ ___ 


Promotions to Chief 


WW2 

destroyer CO and Iasi First Lieutenant ol 
HMS Exeter. Served 1922-57. Ships included 
Sturdy (CO). First lieutenant Exeter 1941 
until sunk in Battle of Java Sea. Feb. 1942. 
Was senior officer among 714 survivors from 
Exeter and 2C0 from sunk destroyers )n 
prison camp in Celebes and then rn Java 
Post war appointments: Onslaught (CO). 
Scorpion (CO), Hornet at Gosport (CO), 
Daedalus (CO). Sept. 25, aged 90 

Cdr Philip FranckUn D$C r wartime FAA 
prlol. served 1926-55 Ships; Nelson, HMY 
Victoria and Aiben. Kent, Cumberland. 
Elfingham (Walrus pilot, Norway - DSC and 
Croix de Guerre), Shropshire. Dorsetshire 
(convoys in Indian Ocean, Atlantic r Arctic), 
Daedalus H (764 NAS. CO). Gannet (flying 
Barracudas), Technical Assistant to Filth Sea 
Lord 1947 49, Unicom (Korea), Assistant 
Naval Attache Paris 1951 53, Senior Naval 
Officer RAF Syerston 1953 55. Lord 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in November for the following 
fo be advanced: 

To CCAEA(L) A.D Holland (815 Sqn. 
HO) 

To CCWEA G.A Calder (CoNfngwood). 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in November for Ihe following 
ratings to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer: 
SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA M Sanderson (CSST Sea), 

To CPOWTfi L. Evans (DGSS Bristol). 
B E 1 Beale (2SUCNH FQTR) 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL 
To CPOWDH B.B. Price (DDA TE). 

CPO ARTIFICER-TECHNICIAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been nctl- 


Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire 1972-88. 
Sept. 25. aged 86 

Cdr Sir Michael Culme-Seymour Bl. 
served in WWII Appointments: Warspile, 
Queen Elizabeth. HMY Victoria & Albert, 
Rowena. Boadicea (Spanish Civil War), 
Brazen (CO - Norway. Channel, survivor). 
Staff ol C-in-C Mediterranean Fleet, Ruler 
(Pacific), staff of imperial Defence College 
1946-47. Del, 13. aged 90 

William (Bill) Walter Steward RVM. lor 
merly King George Vi's Physiotherapist. Ex- 
CPO SB A. served 1926 52. Specialised in 
physiotherapy at RNH Haslar, Also served in 
RN Hospitals Bighi and tmtarfa. and SI 
Angefo (Malta), and RNHs in Simon's Town, 
Boscawen. Portland. Ships included Malaya 
and Vanguard (as qualified chiropodist 
attended King and Queen in Vanguard during 
1947 S. Africa tour). By Royal Command 
joined Royal Household as Physiotherapist 
to HM the King. In 1953 joined Basingstoke 
Hospital, retiring in 1977 as Superintending 
Physiotherapist Nov, 5, aged 66. 

R1 Rev George Glggall OSE. RN chap¬ 
lain 1946-73, Ships and appointments; 
Braganza (Bombay), 34th Amphibious 
Support Group RM. School of Combined 
Operations, HMS Norfolk, Phoenicia (Malta), 
Campania (nuclear bomb tests 1952). BRNC 
Dartmouth, Centaur, Ceylon (Suez), Eagle 
(Beim Patrol). Drake, Honorary Chaplain to 
the Queen 1967 69, Dean of Gibraltar and 
ChapJam lo FO Gibraltar 1969-73 Bishop of 
SI Helena 1973T9. Aged 85, 

John (Jack) Herbert Jones, ex-CPO 
Mech and Diver 1. Served 1917-45, first in 
RM, Ifansferring lo RN in 1919. Ships: 
Excellent, Lion, Hood, Coventry. Cenlaur. 
Revenge. Repulse. Nightingale, Sinus. WW2 
veteran of Battle ol Atlantic. Italian campaign. 
Palestine Instructor in bomb and mine dis¬ 
posal at HMS Vernon, seconded fo Army in 
Ripon. Nov, 6, aged 99 

Raymond Denne. former PTi and former 
Lt (SCC) al TS Swill sure - Farnham unit. 
Member of HMS Frobisher Association, 
Normandy Veterans Association, Royal 
British Legion, PTI Association. Associated 
with Holbrook House School and was physi¬ 
cal Instructor at Eion, Hawtrees and Pierre 
Pont Schools, Represented RN al fencing 
and boxing and was qualfied referee in both, 
Aged 74. 


fied of Ihe following advancements to 
CPQAEA which were made by commanding 
officers. 

To CPOAEA(L) J,S, Dalby (800 Sqn,). 
To CPOAEA(M) M,J. Gosling (815 Fit 
246). 

To CPOCT(A) G. Gould (JSSU Oakley) 
To CPOCT(L) G. Thompson (PJHQST), 
To C POME A P.N Beddow (Montrose). 
G A R Gibson (Superb). R H Gibson 
(Neptune NT], J Kirman (Birmingham). B.J 
Martin (SSA Bath), DJ. Solwood (Torbay) 
To ACPOMEA JG Lundie (NT 
Neptune). 

To CPO WE A ■ J.C. Davies (Berkeley). 
PS Davis (Vigilant Port), R M Holder 
(Coventry). R.J. King (Collingwood). G,F. 
Mills (Manchester), G J. Riley (Coventry). 


Frank Taylor CBE, OPM. served 1948 
58 Service included HM submarine Andrew 
Chief Constable Ol Durham 1988-97 Deputy 
lieutenant | or Durham Counly. Oct. 3, aged 
66 . 

Leslie (Les) Howes ex-PQ sailmaker, 
served 1924 40. Ships: Impregnable. 
Resolution, Bridgwater, Echo, Curlew (sur 
vlvor). Hermione (Survivor), Devonshire, 
Tiiania, Tyne. Victorious Later member ol 
MOD Police Member of HMS Hermione 
Association. Qcl. 5, aged 91, 

John Manaelield Thomson, served in 
WW2 New Zeatander, music scholar, wnler 
and former editor ol Earfy Musrc Founder oi 
NaNonat Early Music Association. Sept. 11, 
aged 73 in Wellington. NZ. 

Charles Trevor Hargreaves, ex LMEM 
submariner, served 1949 57 In: Raleigh, 
Drake. Glory, Howe, Dolphin, Seraph. 
Acheron. Qcl. 2. aoed 70. 

F, Lane, ex-CPGAEA, served 1933-51. 
Member of Angus branch ol FAA Association, 

Raymond F. Stock RNVR officer 1944 
46 Ships: Loch Fada, Mounsey, Melbreak, 
Virago, Magnel Member of Loch Fada 
Association. Sept. 3. 

Howard Grainger, ex LS. served 1939- 
46. Ships: Chesterfield. Newark, Implacable 
(Pacificy Oct, 9, aged 74. 

John Wicks, ex-AS. member of HMS 
Brissemden Association. 

Frank Needham. ex-SBA, member of 
HMS Brissenden Association. 

Eric Edward Eaton, ex-LS Sig3 sub¬ 
mariner, served 1928-46. Ships: Ganges. 
Hawkins, Effingham, Hood. Shark (survwor, 
PoWl, Thames, Salmon, Oct, 7, aged 07. 

Alec Hendry, ex CEL. served 32 years, 
many with minesweepers at Rcsyth and at 
Careers Office, Inverness. 

Jim Foley. ex-PQMEM(M). served 1970- 
92.Ship$ included Brighton, Rhyl, Tamar. 
Raleigh, also Chatham CSU Oct. 27. 

J t K. Ashton. ex-FCPO TASI. Oct. 17, 
aged 70. 

Afan Wood Fraser, ex-AB. served 1941 
46. Ships: Victory, Colli ngwood, Erebus 
Veteran of Battle of Atlantic, Italy landings, 
Malta. Burma Survivor of LST 301 (sank in 
heavy saas, Dec. 24, 1945), Del 30, aged 
77 . 

Sydney Reginald (Bunny) Caley. ex- 

LEM(A), FAA. served 19A8 56 Ships: 


Appointments 


Vice Admiral Paul Haddacks 

to be Director NATO International 
Military Staff in succession to Lt 
Gen O. L. Kandborg (Danish 
Armed Forces). March 2001 
Rear Admiral Peter Spencer 
to be promoted Vice Admiral and 
to be Second Sea Lord and C-in- 
C Naval Home Command in sue* 
cession to Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke. Jan. 19. 

Rear Admiral B. B. Perowne 
to be Chief of Fleet Support in 
succession to Vice Admiral Sir 
John Dunt, April 1. 

Rear Admiral John Chadwick 
to continue as Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting and to be 
Chief Naval Engineer Officer in 
succession to Rear Admiral 
Jonathan Burch, Dec. 1. 


Swop drafts 


LAEM(M) Snowden RNAS Culdrose ext 
2133, dratted HMS Ocean May 26 Will 
swop Tor any Iront line squadron. 

POCA Simmons HMS Fearless, BFPO 
283, dratted RNAS Quid rose. Feb Wrll swop 
for any Portsmouth draft 

WSTD L, Munm HMS Invincible (HMNB 
Portsmouth ex I 23122), d railed RNAS 
Yeovitton, Feb 2, Will swop for any 
Portsmoulh shore base 

LWTR Parker HMNB Portsmouth ext 
23240, dratted FOSF Sea, Davenport, March 
6 Will Swop for any Portsmouth or Plymouth 
ship. 

SA S. Ballanlyne. POC Stores Office, 
HMS B-rmingham, BFPO 228. dratted HMS 
Dryad, March. Will swop for any shore dratt in 
Scotland or London, 

SA P Massey POC Sfores Office. HMS 
Birmingham, BFPO 228, drafted RNAS 
Cuidrose. March, Will swop lor any UK shore 
base, including Scotland 

POAEM(L) Whiletord RNAS Culdrose 
ext 2260. drafted HMS Illustrious battery 
room. Jan. 4 Will consider any Culdrose or 
Yeovillon Irtjnl line dratt. 

LSTD D. P, C. Beal HMS Newcastle, 
BFPO 343. deploying May. Will swop tor any 
Devonport fogale 

AEM Cozens, 810 NAS. RNAS Culdrose 
(ext 2503), will swop lor any RNAS Yeovillon 
workshops or 848 NAS, bul will consider any 
second-lme Yeovifion dratt. 


Blackcap. Falcon, Saahawk. Qcl 27, aged 
69 

Frank (Sl)nger) Woods ex LSrM). 
Served 1943-53, Ships included Conlest. 
Narvik. Attached lo RE 1944 47 (Combined 
Ops m Normandy. Iialy. Yugoslavia 
Contributed lo book Hall on the Rodney. 
Aged 73. 

Jusline Margison (nee Eaton), ex- 
WREN(TEL). served 1987 Bl Oct 27. aged 
29 

Jim Tsllersall. Ships: Nepal. Ocean. 
Lllusirious. Devonshire, Tyne, Loch 
Dunvegan, Ramura, Chieftain Member ol 
HMS Bruce Register Nov. 11. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt M. J. Bames RD, RNR. 

Second Officer M. G. E. Bell WRNS 
Lt Cdr (I) J. W. Claridge Served: 
Galaiea, Scofia. Fabrus, Ganges. SI Vinceni. 
Drake, Daedalus, Colllngwood, Sultan, RNH 
Haslar 

Lt (S) S. C. Jordan. Served: Tamar, 
Vernon, Heron, Seahawk. 

LI A. E. Llddlard RNVR. Served: 
Gadweii 

Cdr O, J. Long QBE Served: 
Winchelsea, Howe, Vernon, Vanguard, 
Victory, J&S Malta. 

Capl D. A. Poynter CVO, MBE Served: 
London, Mercury 11. President, Terror. 

Lt Cdr (S> J. S. T. Reilly OBE. DL, 
Served: Birmingham, Rodney, Trouncer, 
Kenya, Wakeful. Terror, Sea Eagle. 

Cdr (E) D + H. Russell Served Alliance. 
Pembroke, Glory, Maidstone 
Me) J, F Showell-Rogers RM 
Li Cdr (E) C. A, Smith Served: 
President, Campania, Narvik. Neptune 
Capl R. Williamson Jones Served; 
Raleigh, Superb, Ceres. Terror, Vernon. 
Victory. 

Li Cdr R S. Woolrych OBE. Served: 
Worcester. Frobisher, Orion, Argonaut, 
Norfolk, Leander. Windsor, Naira na. 
Vengeance, Glory, HM submarine Trident. 

Lt Cdr (S) F, WyaM Served: Orion. 
Dchrane, Ausonia. 


Commodore N, C. R Guild to 
be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
be Controller of the Navy and 
Executive Director of Defence 
Procurement Agency 4 in succes¬ 
sion to Rear Admiral Peter 
Spencer. Jan, 5. 

Commodore S. W. Graham to 
continue as Naval Base 
Commander Portsmouth and to 
be Commodore HMS Nelson. 
Feb. 9. 

A Capt P, A, Jones to be CO 
HMS Coventry, Dec, 14 
Surgeon Cdr L* J* Jarvis to be 

Medical Officer in Command. RH 
Haslar, in rank of ^Surgeon Capl. 
Dec. 1. 

Cdr M J Hughes to be CO 

HMS Sovereign. March 28. 


MEMl D. Clark (Scale B). Faslane ext 
3362. dratted HMS Brecon. April Will swop 
for any Type 23 frigate, deploying or nol. 
prelerably Pcnismouth based. 

LOM(C) Charlie Dinsdale (0171 218 
1007 or 07979 651821), drafted HMS 
Marlborough, March 22, deploying May. Will 
consider any Porismoulh ship not deploying. 

POMA J. Smith. HMS Raleigh (9375 
41387), drafted HMS Manchester 
(Portsmouth based). July. Would consider 
any Plymouth ship deploying or not. 

CME A(EL) Norris, high power and drsln 
bulion (M2), HMS Sutherland. BFPO 398. 
deploying May Will swop for any Portsmouth 
Type 23, 42 or CVS. 

MA L Owen. HMS Excellent exl 7134, 
dratted HMS Raleigh sickbay. 


RATINGS seeking lo swop drafts mu si 
meal the requirement ol BR14, arti¬ 
cle 0506. In particular they should be 
on or due the same kind of service - fo 
sea or shore; have time lo serve In 
their current draft; be the same rale; 
and be of similar experience. 

A rating on sea service will nol be 
permitted to swop with another on 
shore service. All applications for 
swop drafts are lo be made on Form 
C240 to NDD. Centurion Building. 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Spencer (Jeff) Barker, founder member 
Winchester and honorary Ufa member 
Stourbridge RNA and R8L, Former secretary 
HMS Warspile Association Ex CPO Sto. 


Ships included HMS Triumph. Nov. 7, aged 
79. 

Bobby Wells, founder Bulawayo Ships 
included HMS Milne. Arclic convoys veteran. 
Oct. 24. 

Philip Garslde founder member and vice 
chairman Marlborough. Ships included Royal 
Arthur, King George V (Birmarck action), 
Warspile (Padfich Oct. 7. aged 77. 

Joseph Ferguson, life member 
Wythenshawe and former steward ol branch 
Cfob Aged 82. 

Henry Cssanove Wythenshawe 
Frank Lauder, Wylhenshawe Aged 79, 
Edward G. S Sudsbury, Loughton. Ex- 
Sfo.1. served 1942-46, Ships Drake, St 
Angelo. Kimberley, Hamiicar. Oct., aged 74 
Fred Davenport, Bury Served 194 2 46 
Ships; London, Cumberland. Aged 76, 
Alexander R Upton. Sidcup Ex-LM(E). 
Ships: Undine, Superb. Perseus, Cleopatra 
Member of the Royal British Legion Aged 65 
Arthur Sayer, president Royal Tunbridge 
Wells. Ex-Sgt Ma) RM. Former Mayor of 
Royal Borough and councillor for over 20 
years. Aged: 75 

Stan Moon, vice president Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. £x-PO sto Aged B2, 

Joe Hogg, Rugby 

C, SurrTdge. Cheshunt. and member of 
Edmonton branch ol RN Patrol Service 
Association. Gel. 18, aged 76. 

Ronald Edward Banka, treasurer 
Salisbury Ex-AB OEMS gunner, served 
1943-46. Ships: Wellesley, Siskin, Aged 74. 

S, J, Purnell. South Bristol. Ex sub¬ 
mariner AB/St. served 1940-43 (invalided 
Out). Member ol SOCA Aged 77. 

Ronald William Ralph. Canberra and 
member ol new RN Veterans 4 Associates in 
Australia (Inc), Ex-Torpedoman in HMS 
Glasgow Ocl. 7. aged 75. 

W. J. (John) Cooke, Sfoke-cn-Treni 8 
DiSl Served 1939 46 Ocl 21, aged 75 
John Clegg, treasurer Weslcn-super 
Mare Oct, 6 

Jack De ath. Mellon Mowbray. Former 
Secretary ol HMS Undine/Urchin Association, 
Member ol Normandy Veterans Association 
Aged 73 

Charles Hayward. Melton Mowbray. 
Member of Algerines As soda lion (HMS 
Arclurus). Aged 79. 

Illtyd Dunk ley. Brentwood Oct. 21. 



Jellicoe - a name 
of the Millennium 

THE LORD Mayor of the City of London, Lord 
Levene, greets Earl Jellicoe at the city’s 
Millennium Lunch attended by the Queen. 

Lord Jellicoe, a World War H veteran and 
Parliamentarian, was among hundreds of guests 
selected tor their achievements. He is also president 
of the Geographical Society and son of Admiral of 
the Fleet Earl Jellicoe, who led the Royal Navy to vic¬ 
tory at the Battle of Jutland in 1916. 

The guest list included people from the worlds of 
politics and public service, sport, entertainment, art, 
music, theatre, ballet, cinema, business, finance, 
scholarship, law, engineering, care and charity work, 
science, authorship, medicine, broadcasting, and 
exploration. Also invited were many people who had 
received gallantry awards in war ana peace. 
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Graphics student Sarah has designs on the Navy, and decides - 


The RN Photographic Branch is 80 - 
years-young this year. Just lately it 
has undergone a technological revo¬ 
lution, so now the old-style “Phots” 
are “image makers” with a still wider 
range of skills at their fingertips to 
keep the Navy’s image in the public 
eye. 

As part of her work experience pack¬ 
age with Navy News, would-be graph¬ 
ic artist Sarah Williams ( 16 ), a stu¬ 
dent at Bay House School, Gosport, 
talked to Lt Mike Mitchell, head of the 
Surface Flotilla Photographic Unit: 



• ‘We are able to produce extremely high quality photog¬ 
raphy that can compete with the best photographers in 
the media.'- Lt Mike Mitchell talks to Sarah Williams . 

Picture: LW(PHOT) CMssie Wood 


IMAGE 

IS ALL 


What sort of jobs does a Navy photographer do? 

Well, a Navy photographer is a jack of all trades. He or she wilt be 
a printer, processor and photographer, an operator of digital cameras 
and computers, able to balance the chemical activity in a print 
processor as well as the ratio of flash to daylight Our prime roles are 
the collection of intelligence and analysis, air reconnaissance and 
support to Royal Marines operations. Public relations also features, 
as well as weapons trials, periscope calibration - the list is endless 
But that is the attraction of the job, because the contrast between all 
our different roles allows for a varied and interesting career. 

People tend to see us as only doing PR work, and make no mis- 
take, that is important. We are the only Service that does all its work 
over the horizon where no-one can see us. So unless we promote 
what the Navy and its people are about, both inside the Service 
through internal magazines and externally via newspapers like Navy 
News , the Service ethos, the sense of purpose and belonging, will be 
eroded. Also, the public perception of our work will suffer and that is 
important for recruitment and support from the wider population. 

The Editor tells me they used to say a picture is 
worth a thousand words. Do you think that's still 
true? 

Oh yes. I do! And I can give you a good example of that. If you say 
“Falklands War H to most people, they remember the pictures - HMS 
Ardent blowing up, the ships in San Carlos - and these act as the 
catalyst for the memory So a picture of an historic event, particular¬ 
ly if it is a good, strong image, can be the key point that is remem¬ 
bered. 

So what are the best sort of photographs you 
should take for the Navy? 

If my photographers are covering Naval activity, then the key ele¬ 
ment must be the people within the Service, so they should form part 
of the picture. We ve got some wonderful equipment and our ships 
and aircraft are very photogenic - but none of the hardware would 
function without the people And it's people that the media are inter¬ 
ested in above everything else. 

How do you send your pictures back? 

At one time, all we could do was put them in an envelope and send 
them in the mail! But now we can process the films on board and 
digitise them. We have done away with the traditional dark-room 
enlarger for deployed photographers, and rather than transport 
around chemicals and equipment, we scan the image into a com¬ 
puter and print it via a bubble jet printer. 

The quality is still not quite as good as conventional prints - but 
the technology is getting better, and for short-term, one-off use on 
board it is ideal. 

The other option is to send the image back digitally - if the ship is 
alongside they can connect to a land line, or if she is at sea the 
image can be sent back via a modem and satellite. If it was. for 
example, a defect picture taken to accompany a refit report, then it 
could perhaps go in the mail, but if it was a hot news item and the 
Command deemed it appropriate, then we d go for satellite trans- 
mission As an example, we had LA(RHQT) Steve Wood on board 
HMS Sheffield when Hurricane Mitch went through Honduras. The 
ship rescued a Honduran woman, Isobella Arriola, 50 miles off the 
coast after she had spent six days in the water It was an incredible 
story and the picture of her being carried from the ship s Lynx heli¬ 
copter appeared in every national paper in the UK - three front 
pages - as well as on the evening and breakfast television pro¬ 
grammes. It was also used around the world. 

Again, that picture encapsulated the whole hurricane disaster for 
many people This woman had survived against all the odds - thanks 
to the Royal Navy. So that was an important story for us - and com¬ 
pletely justified the use of the satellite. 

I’ve been told the number of photographers has 
been reduced in recent years, so is there much 
rivalry between them? 

Yes, there is! And, to be honest, I think that s a good thing - it's 
healthy competition. We have an annual competition every year, the 
Peregrine Trophy, and that allows photographers to compete for 
prizes and gives us an overall view of where our photography is 
going and how we can best promote it. Any sort of competition with 
prizes attached encourages competitiveness and persuades people 
to get involved - and year on year it has shown that we are able to 
produce extremely high quality photography that can compete with 
the best photographers in the media, 

Does the Navy think their photographers are worth 
keeping, then? 

I can t speak for the Navy - but speaking personally. I'm bound to 
say yes. aren't I? Admiral Lord Fieldhouse, who was Commander-in- 
Chiel Fleet at the time of the Falklands War, once said that public 
relations was the Navy's first line of defence in peacetime. As a 
Service, we need to be able to publicise what we are doing, and pho- 



• IN YER FACE: ‘Wet ‘n' Royal’, ’ the top individual entry in this 
year's Peregrine Trophy competition t was taken by LA(PHOT) 
Rob Harding of Flag Officer Scotland, Northern England and 
Northern Ireland's staff ■ inset: LA(PHOT)Steve Wood's picture 
of isobella Arriola coming on board HMS Sheffield after being 
rescued from the sea in the wake of Hurricane Mitch. 

tographers are vitally important in order to achieve that. When we 
have our pictures published in all the newspapers and shown on TV, 
as with those from HMS Sheffield, that says to me u The Surface 
Flotilla is here." 

The other work we do is vital as well, the routine day-to-day 
groups, defect reports etc, and it would be difficult to find another 
organisation to cover the sea going and shore work for the same 
costs. 
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Reunions 


j Over to You 


British Pacific & East Indies Fleets 
Millennium Reunion to be held Sept 1 4 
2000 in PortsmouItvHayling. Main accom¬ 
modation, Sinah Warren, Hayling Is., 
deadline Jan, 31. Parade ana service, 
Sunday, Sept. 3 a I HM Naval Base 
Portsmouth. Many veterans already 
booked. For details send sae to Secretary. 
John Darling, 6 Horsley Close. Epsom. 
Surrey KT1@ 8HS (01372 812023 - lax 
0700 1100). 

Commando Gunner Association 

evolved from Commando Gunner Club, is 
open to any commando-trained individual 
who has served in 29 or 95 Cdo Regl RA 
(jncl. 95 Forward Ob Unil) and 269 Cdo 
Balt { V) Specifically applies to officers and 
soldiers of ihe RA but includes individuals 
Irom any branch ol the Army or Royal 
Navy. Life membership is £10 Contact 
Tom Browne. PRI Shop, 29 Cdo Regt RA, 
The Royal Citadel, Plymouth PL1 2PD, 
telefax: 01752 236143 e-mail: 

29cdora(S>globaint3t co. uk 

February 

The Penelope Association 38-44 & 

63-92; Those wno served in and their rela 
lives are welcome lo Blackpool reunion. 
February IB-20, Details and membership 
from Mike Bee. 1 Oddfellows Si, Mirfield 
WF14 9AB, e-mail; 

mtkebee@mtr1tefd34 tree serve co. uk 

RM Buglers Branch reunion weekend 
at HMS Nelson on February 18-19. 
Applications are inviled in writing to: W02 
Bugler, A D Bridges RM, The Corps Drum 
Major. HQ Band Service Royal Marines. 
Eastney Block, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth 
POI 3HH. enclosing a $ lamped, self- 
addressed envelope. 

March 

HMS Diana Association: All commis 
sions, reunion in Blackpool, March 2000 
Details from Gordon Woods on 0192B 
577694. 

RNXS (East Anglia) reunion at 1200 on 
March 26 in the “Shipwreck', Shotley 
Marina (old Enright Block. HMS Ganges) 
Details from Peter Brooke, 7 Penn Close, 
Capel St Mary, Ipswich IP9 2UE, tel: 01473 
310109. 

April 

HMS Crane U23/F123 Club; Reunion 
2000 in April at Pompey. 2 x SAE to Nobby 
Hall, 32 Lade Fort Crescent, Lydd on Sea, 
Romney Marsh TN29 9YF. 

HMS Mohawk 1939-41 survivors reunion 
In April. Contact R Bromley on 01703 
243175. 

RMS Grenville Association 1943-46 - 
Capt D25, in company ol HM Ships, Ursa, 
Undaunted, Ulster, Urania and Ulysses, 

will be holding Iheir next reunion at Blackpool 
in April For information contact R- Durber, 4. 
Sir Winston Churchill Place. Biniey Woods, 
Coveniry, CV3 £BT, tel: 02476 542976. 

HMS Cossack Association (L03 and 
D57) reunion al Eastbourne April 7 9. To join 
the association and for reunion details, con¬ 
tact Geofl Lilley on 01473 682836. 

Loch Class Frigate Association wilt 
hold their reunion end AGM from April 7-9 at 
the Royal Hotel. Walsall. Details Irom Bryan 
Ricketts, 1 Wall house Close, Walsall WS1 
2BJ. tel: 01922 620494, or Ron Blanchard on 
01592 872309 Please book early Tor cater 


tog arrangements 

HMS Vengeance Association reunion at 
Nottingham on April 14-15- More details Irom 
D. (Law) Lewis on 01273 861330 

HMS Black Prince Association reunion 
at Somerset Hotel. Llandudno from April 14- 
17 Parade and cenotaph service planned 
Ex-shipmates, friends and associates are 
welcome. Details from W. Edge, 8 The De 
Tratfords, Higher Irlam, Manchester M44 
6 LP, lei: 0161 775 9136 

HMS Caprice Association reunion al the 
Trecame Hotel. Babbaoombe, from April 14 
17. Contact Alan Knapton on 01403 753125. 
All commissions welcome See Service Pals, 
Teletext Channel 4, 487-488, 

HMS Suffolk Association wilt hold their 
next reunion at Courtlands Hotel. 
Bourne maul h, from April 14-16, SAE to 
founder member, A. E, Emanuel. 1 Channon 
Court, Maple Rd, Surbiton KTG 4RS, tel: 
0181 390 5783, 

Weapon Mechanicians Association will 
be holding their reunion al Fort Blockhouse 
from April 15-17. Details Irom Charlie Davis. 
1, Hillview, Uptotters. Bndport, Dorsal DT6 
4PF. lei: 01308 485365 

RN OEMS Association fSoulhern) will 
hold their reunion al the Royal Naval 
Association, Park Rd, Hanworth, Middlesex 
on April 15 Irom 2 to 8pm, Details from C. 
Collis, 2 Neil Close. Ashford, Middlesex 
TW15 1NT, 

HMS Ladybird (Sasebo-Japan) - [Ex SS 
WU SEUH) A reunion and dinner lo com- 
memorale 50 yeans since the commissioning 
of HMS Ladybird: at Hong Kong will take 
place at The Angel Hotel, Royal Leamington 
Spa on April 15, All ex-Ships Company and 
StaH of F02 Lto FES Welcome, Contact Terry 
Cooper, 28, Hopgrove Lane South. Malton 
Rd, York Y032 9TG, tel: 01904 425883 or e- 
mail: 7WCooper@cornpuserve.com 

HMS Ramilltes Association hold their 
reunion at the Royal Sailors Home Club. 
Porlsmoulh, Irom 17-21 April Anyone who 
has served aboard the ship at any lime is 
welcome to join the association. More infor¬ 
mation from Eric S, Marks, 3, Kendal Ave. 
Thornton. Cieveleys, Lancs FY5 2LY, lei: 
01253 826300 

HMS Veryan Bay Association 1944-59 

reunion Irom April 28 to May 1 at the Royal 
Reel Club. Devonport New members wel¬ 
come. Contacl E. Johnson. 82. Wesiem 
Drive, Hanslope. Milton Keynes. Bucks 
MK19 7LE, tel: 01908 510022. 

HMS Crossbow reunion in the Bums 
Suite, Union Jack Club, Waterloo, London, 
April 28. Informal dress, partners welcome 
6.30 lo 11pm. More deiails from Barrie 
Edmonds on 01704 214232 

HMS Midtflelon (L74) Association: 
This Hunt-class destroyer s next reunion is 
April 20-29 al Ihe RNA Club, Leamington 
Spa To make ii a bumper one, will all for¬ 
mer shipmates not already in touch please 
contact. Mike Alston. 6, Belmont Park 
Road, Maidenhead. Berks SL6 6HI, tel: 
01628 629655. 

HMS Wren, all commissions reunion 
at the Royal George Hotel, Knutsford, on 
29-30 April, Details from Les Owen, 15, 
Field Close. Westbury. Wilts BA 13 3AG, on 
01373 822619, or Fete Humphries, 64, 
Springfield Avenue, Holbury, 
Southampton. Hants SG4 1LP, tel: 023 
S089 3162. 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 

2 nights DBB £59.S0 pp . 3 nights DBB £$1.50 pp 
_ (prices include Banquet meat} __ 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 
HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA 


The Treca/n has 136 £n Suite bedrooms with colour TV. lea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests, Trie hotel has a large Dining Room lhat can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal lor any association 
regardless ol its membership size 

Far Information please contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01303 320232 



THE ASSOCIATION of\ 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 


ARNO is both n Charitable Trust and ;i Membership Association 
Tor Serving and Relircd Officers of the RN, RM, Q ARNNS, 
former WRNS, and ihcir Reserves 
The Charitable Trust has assets exceeding £3 million, Lhc investment 
income from which is used to make grams and bursaries to all officers and 
their dependants, including I heir widows or widowers, when they are in need. 
The Membership Association, which has K*5(X) members the majority 
uummlty joining being serving officers, provides very substantial and diverse 
benefits both for serving ami retired officers fora nominal annual membership 
fee of £10 (or £130 for Life Membership), Amongst these ARNO's AA 
membership scheme alone affords a saving which comfortably exceeds the 
annual subscription! ( Roadside with Home Start and cover throughout Europe 
OH per year) 

For further information; 

Either visit the ARNO web site w \\ w,eurusu rf.coiii'a mo or complete 
and return the following; (fax; 0171 402 5533. e-maiI:amo@eurosurf.com). 

To: LtCob i M PCoombes RN, ARNO* 70 Poroiester Tce, London W2 3TP 
Please send me details and a membership application form: 



May 


HMS Newfoundland Association 
1942-59 reunion from May 5-8 at Warners 
Lakeside Holiday Camp, Hayling Island - 
will you be there? Details Irom Tom Roxby, 
8 , Lindale Close, Congleton, Cheshire, 
CW12 2DG, tel: 01260 279819 or e-mail: 
Tom Rokby@b\intemm, com 

HMS Peacock reunion, May 5-7 at RN 
HQ. Royal Leamington Spa Details from 
Ted Collier. 8, Aston Lana. Rememham 
Hill, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3EL, 
01491 574241 

HMS Pearl 1935 - 46 Association 
Crew will be holding Iheir final reunion al 
Padiham. Burnley. Lancs Irom May 5-7- 
Former shipmates are asked lo contacl 
Geoff Lancashire, i Rows ham Court. 
South Hill Avenue, Harrow on the Hilt. 
Middlesex HAt 3NX. Tel: 0200 422 2357 
lor details of the reunion and Association 

Algerines Association (Fleet 
Minesweepers} 1942-62 reunion in 
Portsmouth, May 12-14 Any ex-serving 
personnel and/or their dependants can get 
further details Irom George Patience. 
“Foighidinn', 97, Baimacaan Road, 
Drumna-drochit, Inverness IV63 6UY. 
tel/1 ax: 01456 450659. 

HMS Warspile As sod at ion hold their 
next reunion al HMS Sultan. Gosport, Irom 
May 12-14 More details Irom R Foster on 
01753 653915, 

HMS Barham Survivors Association 

reunion dinner on May 13 at the Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth. Details from George Elliott, 
Flat 4, Greenwich Court. 25, King Street, 
Southsea PQ5 4EU, tel: 01705 755734. 

HMS Saintes Association reunion al 
the Royal Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, 
on May 13. Tickets and details from John 
Harris, Hamoaze. 10a Beefeigh Link, 
Chelmer Village. Chelmsford. CM2 6PH. 
tel: 01245 252569. 

23rd Destroyer Flotilla (and the 26th 
II they wish) reunion will be held in the 
WOs' and CPOs Mess. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth at 1800 on May 27. Details 
from Bill Swift, 37, New Road, Lovedean, 
Waterlooville. Hants PQ6 9RU. tel 023 92 
591032. 


Osprey, Fasl Patrol Boal'RTTL Mk2: 

Having become the owner ol this vessel. 
Derrick Aspey would like to find oul its histo¬ 
ry, Built by Saunders Roe ol Beaumaris. 
Anglesey, Hull 2770 RMAS. Pennant Reg. 
43779 RMAS, Iranstorred Irom RAF. Pori ol 
Registry. Portsmoulh Naval Dockyard. 
Registered March 17. 1968. If you have any 
lurther information, contact Derrick Aspey. 
Brookfield. Middleton Rd. Manchester Mfl 
4NB Tel: 0161 740 2742 Fax: 0161 740 
0676. 

First passing out Parade of WWII at 
Plymouth Sept Ocl 1939: Are Ihere any 
photos, possibly taken by the oHicial photog¬ 
rapher at Ihe Barracks, bul no longer com 
meroiaity available? Contact H Blackwell. 
Wahroonga", 54a Cadogan Rd, Beacon, 
Camborne TR14 7RY, Tel: 01209 713971 

HMS Here ward: Ronald French. Leading 
Telegraphist, killed in action June 8, 1941. 
Any mlormatton about Mr Former's late unde 
or HMS Hereward would be greatly appreci¬ 
ated Contacl Mr S. Femnor. K Cherith h , 150 
Wiilinqdon Rd, Eastbourne BN21 ITS. 

HMS Ajax 1940: Any relative or guardian 
ol George William Hills, Boy 1 st class, killed 
during action with Haien destroyers, south ot 
Malta October 12, 1940, please contacl D 
Hoppe. Anlield . 354a. Bourne Rd, Pode 
Hole, Spalding PE 11 3LL. lei: 01775 724470, 

Joseph Ror Boucher a native ol 
Blackwood, S Wales, served in HMS 
Lakeland at the start ol WWII as a seaman 
gunner, transferred lo Merchant Navy as 
OEMS rating on Atlantic convoy duty. 
Torpedoed, rescued and landed in USA. 
Returning to UK in another convoy was again 
torpedoed and lost. His son would like any 
inlormaiton. Contact Roger Atkinson. 56. 
Standard View, Ynishir. Porth, Rhondda. 
CF39 OHR, tel 01443 684006. 

D-Day Normandy landings: Students al 
Saini Felix School. SouihwokJ. Suffolk are 
doing research into the involvement of Iheir 
school in D Day Normandy landings If any 
one has any memories. information or per 
sonal contacts which could Ihrow more fight 
on the subject, could they please write to 
Margaret Thomas. St Felix School, 
Southwold, Suffolk. IP18 6SD or Tel: 01502 
724402 (evenings). 

Bill Fteckney is looking for the tallowing 
who were billeted with his Mum in London 
(Isleworth) 1943/4, Bob Furnivail (from 
Liverpool), Harry Tickle (Choriey), Louie 
Mason (Stockport) and Max Cheetham 
(Denton, Manchesler). Contact Bill at 14 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Buck land Paih, Buckland. Portsmouth P02 
7DB, tel: 01705 815921 

SS Lancastrian Ray Sands is seeking 
information, photographs and books on Ihe 
sinking ol the Troopship on June 17, 1940, 
off ihe French coasi at Si Nazaire. A relative 
was killed in that action. Contact Ray al 
Greensleeves Cottage. 47, Qasl Road, Hurst 
Green, Oxted Surrey RHB 9DU. tel: 01683 
713976. 

HMS Raider 1942 (R-claee destroyer): 

Seeking any shipmates of Joseph 
McGrandle, who joined the commissioning 
crew of Raider in 1942, staying with it until 
1945 Volunteered lor Royal Fleet Reserve 
unlil 1952. Any info about Raider or names 
and location ot crew to Andy McGrandle. 
Coppins Barn, West Farm Way, Emberton, 
Bucks MK46 SOP, tel: 01234 713372. e-mail: 
andyupmegrandte. treeontinecouk 

HMS Gurkha, sunk bv enemy aircraft oft 
Norway, April 9, 1940. Are there any sur¬ 
vivors. or those on board the rescue ships. 
Rodney, Aurora etc . who could give Graham 
Salt details of the sinking? Contacl Graham 
K Sail, 6, Flamingo Court. Fareham. 
Hampshire PO16 0PG. 

in China Town there lived a fltite man. 
His name was Chlcker-racker, Chou-Chi 
Chan : Rev Peter Jacobs believes this to be 
Ihe first line ol a nonsense song he learnt as 
a RN Cadet al Chatham Can anyone refresh 
his memory? Contact him al Murston Rectory, 
Portland Ave, Murston, Siltingbourne ME10 
3QY. tel/lax: 01795 423119. 

HMS Royal Albert HMS Prince Charles: 
Seeking inlormaiton. photographs and sto¬ 
ries about the flagship of the Rhine Flotilla 
HMS Royai Albert, later renamed HMS 
Prince Charles, which was built as Goering's 
private yacht Carin II in 1937. Contact Nick 
Hall. 20 Longhursl, Burgess Hill. West 
Sussex RH15 QTG. lei: 01444 246953 Or 
email: nick@fairplay.co.uk 

Royal Navy In the Falkt&nds; Simon 
Goodalls linal year project is on the 
Preparedness ot Ihe RN tor the Falklands 
Conflict. Ha requires informalion on training, 
discipline, role of the intelligence service and 
the relationship between the Navy and the 
Press, if you can help, coniact Simon at 12. 
North Rd East. Plymouth, Devon. PL4 6AS. 

Lost Photo: Looking for a large photo¬ 
graph (wall-hanging size) ot a Naval officer, 
John Wyness. in uniform with his tour chil¬ 
dren. taken about 1915. It was last seen at 
his home in Gillingham in Kent about 1952 
His granddaughter would like lo find it. 
Coniact Mrs J. Steggatl. 84. Coventry Road. 


Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3ND. 

River Plate: E. Slevens is Irying to find a 
tape or record Of The Battle Of the River 
Plata It mentions Captain Lansdort ol the 
Graf Spee and our ships, the Exeter, Ajax 
and Achilles. It was sung lo the tone of Sou/ft 
ot the Border , down Mexico Way It you can 
help, he will reimburse ail expenses. Contacl 
E Slevens, 3, Tennyson Sireel. Grimsby, 
Lines DN31 IRS, 

HMS SI Barbara fatso known as 
Bog nor Regis Pier): Does anyone have any 
knowledge ot HMS S| Barbara or the Naval 
School of Photography nearby? This was not 
The RN School ol Air Photography, later 
based at Ford. Contacl M. J. Bone. Flal 3, 
Seaward Court, Wesi Street. Bognor Regis. 
West Sussex P02t 1XJ, 


your 

Ban 1 


nyans, end ol commission books He has 
plenty from 1944 46, 1959-60 1962 63 but 
none from other commissions. (Only the 
names ol the Guiity will be changed). Feel 
free lo write what you will to Alan at 33. 
Cunard Mews. Springbok Farm Estate. 
Ailoid. Cranfeigh. Surrey GU6 8JG. l«l: 
01403 753125 

look search: Joning up in 1942, Ralph 
Bradbury remembers a book I bul not the 
name) on sale in the NAAFI: Ihe author's 
name was something like Geraldus. II was 
written in what wasAnown at that time as 
"Matelor, extremely funny, naturally tongue 
In cheek' and very pertinent to the Navy. If 
anyone remembers or knows how or where it 
can be obtained, contacl Ralph at 6. Caxton 
House, Deansgale Rd. Reading RG1 2R2 

HMS Picoteer Convene sunk off Iceland 
August, 1942, Any reader with any info 
please contacl Jimmy Little, 14, Ebeneier 
Place, Norwich NR3 3DQ 

John Stamp irom Dover, called up on 
February 10. 1942, into Ihe Royal Navy, 
Gordon Bowyer was recently pleased lo hear 
that John survived the war. being discharged 
on June 6, 1946. II anyone knows ol John's 
whereabouts. Gordon would like to hear Irom 
them. Coniact Gordon at 8, Nassau Reach, 
Thaninglon, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3XX. 

Frank Norman Trew, discharged from 
the Navy May 15, 1946 Valerie Westlake's 
family befriended Frank, a telegraphist, dur¬ 
ing trie war and speak of him many times, 
wondering 4 he managed to survive, They 
would love to hear Irom him. Contact Valerie 
at 256, Dyke Road, Brighton, East Sussex 
BN1 5AE 


Ex-Stoker, John Dickinson would like to 
meet ex members ol the 1952-54 PO Mess. 
HMS Peacock, at April s reunion. Especially 
Charlie woolstone. Jackie Cooper and Geoff 
Neal. Contact John at 105, Ponlefracl Road, 
Nevison Leap, Pontefract, W Yorks WF8 
2PU. tel: 01977 704424 or Cec Ludwell. 74, 
Henson Grove, Airedale, GasMetord. W Yorks 
WE 10 3JF, let: 01977 554926. 

HMS Acteon. South Atlantic 1946-53: 
Ship s Company coniact George Brandon on 
0116 267 3755. for reunion. Sixteen already 
in touch. 

HMS Blackcap: Seeking ex-Wrens Sally 
Abbott. Vera Masters, Clare Andrews. 
Christine Watt, Phyllts Whitehead and Doris 
Schofield. Any information to 023 9278 2431. 
FAA Airman Tugg Wilson: B McCarthy 
seeks whereabouts of ex-FAA Airman. Tugg 
Wilson (from Soulhgato, London), who was 
stationed al HMS Blackcap lale 1942 43. 
Have forgotten squadron number He used 
to go oul with a Wren called Mac. Any infor¬ 
malion lo 023 9278 2431 
Diana Wool no ugh: Do you remember 
Diana Woolnough, ex TSA/ETS, 1976-90? fl 
so she would like to hear from you, Contacl 
her at 34. Gilda Crescent. Bristol BS14 9LF. 
All letters answered. 

HMS Chleflain 1955: N. Cains is searching 
for messmates from ihe Electrical and Radar 
branch: Rusty Irom Romford, Taffy from 
SheflieW. Darby, Allen, Currie and another 
whom he cannot remember. It would be nice 
to correspond with any shipmate from her. 
He has spoken with many from earlier com 
missions Coniact N. Cain (Lights) on 0161 
766 2103 

HMS Apollo 1953/55, Electrical branch: 

where are you all? Wilder, Ben, Holmes, 
Man.Lodge. Hill. PO Stanley, PO Harris, Jan 
and all the rest Give Jim Calcrah a ring on 
01274 589275 

‘Froggy' French last heard of as Instructor 
PO at HMS Ganges. Coll ingwood: Ex mouth 
divisions, 1957-58 He was a boy Seaman 
on HMS Exeter In 1939 al (he Battle of Ihe 
River Plate. He ts known, but not traced by 
the River Plate Association. II anyone has 
any knowledge of him or his family could 
they please contacl Andrew Thorburn, 
Newton of Melrose Cottage, Gamrie, Banff. 
AB45 3EQ. lei: 01261 633360 
HMS Hunter Association: Still seeking 
members ol Hunter Ship $ Company or 807 
Squadron FAA to [Olfl us lor reunion in June 
Details of association and reunion Irom Jack 
Preece, 1, Melrose Drive, Cannock, Staffs 
W512 4LU. tel: 01543 422759 
Brlckwoods Field Gun Com petition: Have 
you run in this competition prior to 1975? The 
history of the even! is currenily being com 


■ Material submitted for this 
page should be brief, clearly 
written or typed, and 
addressed to The Editor, 

■ Entries are free, but repeat 
items can only be inserted on 
payment of our run-on adver¬ 
tising rate - contact 023 9272 
5062. 

■ Hems pertaining to com* 
mercial work, books and 
publications for profit can 
only appear as paid-for 
advertising. 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry jn a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met. 

■ There may be a delay 
before items appear, due lo 
the volume of requests. 


piled and the author is looking to/ anecdotes, 
loam lists, winners deiails, general history 
etc Any photographs lhat may ba copied 
and relumed will be appreciated All informa¬ 
tion to Lt Cdr Eric Sneyd, F 18 Marlborough, 
HMS Colling wood, Newgate Lane. Fareham 
PCI4 IAS, tel: 01329 332253, fax;0l329 
332659. 


Gibraltar 1978-80 

Gibraltar reunion 2000 - a formal dinner on board HMS Warrior 
in Portsmouth for those senior rates in Gib between 1978 and 
1980 inclusive- Please contact Barry Cookings on 01329 
635196 for details as soon as possible. 
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Curtiss Large & Small America 


BLESSED with two of the least imagina¬ 
tive names in the history of aviation, the 
Curtiss H.4 Small America and its later 
stablemate, the H,12 Large America, were 
important additions to the Navy’s flying- 
boat strength. 

The H.4 first flew in 1912 and, despite defi¬ 
ciencies including poor seaworthiness, over 
60 were acquired for the RN, Experiments with 
various hulls in an attempt to make improve¬ 
ments were used to good effect in the devel¬ 
opment of later Curtiss aircraft and Ihe 
Felixstowe flying boats. 

Derived from the H,4, the larger and more 
powerful H.12 was an outstanding success 
both as an anti-Zeppelin aircraft and as a U- 


boat hunter Over 70 were used by the RMAS, 
and they downed two airships - L.22 and L + 43 
and sank tour submarines. 

H,4s and H.12s were still in service in 1918. 
Both had a crew of four, but whereas the H.4 
was powered by various types of twin engines 
ranging from 90 to I50hp each, the H.12 had 
Rolls-Royce Eagle engines ot 275bp, and later 
of 345 or 375hp. 

Maximum speed of the H.12 was 85mph at 
2,000ft, service ceiling was 10,600ft and 
endurance was six hours. It had up to four 
Lewis guns on flexible mountings and could 
carry up to 4601b of bombs below the wings. 

The H.4 had flexible-mounted machine-guns 
in the bows and could carry light bombs under 
the wings. 



























































NAVY NEWS, DECEMBER 19'W 41 



Brummies return undefeated 


a 


FOOTBALLERS on board HMS 
Birmingham made sure the destroy¬ 
er's final deployment was a memo¬ 
rable one on the pitch. 

The squad turned the ship's six-month 
programme into an international tour - 
and emerged undefeated, winning six 
out of their eight matches. 

In the process they scored 36 goals, 
conceding only ten. 


The squad also entered three seven-a¬ 
side tournaments, Muscat, Gulfex and 
Dubai - and won all Ihree into the bar¬ 
gain. 

The triumphal procession began in 
Malta with a comfortable 6-1 win against 
Masra FC, and continued when the 
Brummies gave the Americans of Souda 
Bay in Crete a footballing lesson, crush¬ 
ing them 9-0. 

The first tough match was against 


Spartak in the Gulf, a team of Russian 
workers, which the sailors took 4*3, then 
a team of ex-pats, Creek FC t more used 
to the hot sun, earned a draw. 

Wins against Bahrain FC (3-1), Abu 
Dhabi Strollers {7-0) and Israeli Naval 
Base Eilat (penalties), plus a 2-2 draw 
against the AFJubayl ex-pats completed 
the tour. 

Paddy Taylor (13) just pipped Paul 
Ellerton (12) as total top scorer. 


Late goals reward 
Navy persistence 


Surviving 
yachts 
race for 
home 

ONLY TWO Service yachts 
arc contesting the last leg of 
their round-the-world race, 
with the RAF looking 
favourites to take the title. 

Army boat Broadsword won the 
penultimate leg, but was forced 
out with technical problems, and 
limped into the Azores. 

That almost certainly consigns 
Broadsword to third place, while 
the RAF yacht Racer and RN's 
Adventure battle it out in stormy 
weather towards the finishing line 
off Gosport, from where the three 
Nicholson 55s sailed on the first 
leg in November last year. 

The leg from Rio to St Maarten 
in the Caribbean was affected by 
the presence of a hurricane, so 
Broadsword and Adventure put 
into Antigua and the RAF sought 
sanctuary in St Lucia, 

All three boats stood up 
to the storm well, but a 
series of problems has now 
scuppered the Army, 

At slake are three prizes. Most 
important is the Transglobe 
Round the World Race Trophy, 
which will be taken by ihe winning 
Armed Service. 

The PAX Trophy will be given to 
the fastest boat, that which 
achieved the best noon-to-noon 
run during the race. 

And the most deserving crew 
will be the recipients of the 
Seamanship Award from Travel 
Councillors, 

k is planned that a prize-giving 
will be held in January at 
Greenwich, attended by the 
Princess Royal in her capacity as 
patron of the exercise. 

The Transglobe race was 
devised as an adventurous training 
exercise, offering individuals ~ 
many of the crew r were novices - 
the chance for personal develop¬ 
ment, while allowing commanding 
officers to develop group work. 

To keep personal costs low, 
commercial sponsorship was 
organised with PAX (AIG 
Europe) Personal Accident 
Insurance and Lexmark. 

Other support was donated by 
the Services charities, adventure 
training authorities, the RN 
Sailing Association. ASA and the 
Joint Service Adventurous Sail 
Training Association. 


NAVY footballers recorded 
their fifth consecutive victo¬ 
ry, and their eighth in the 
last decade, in their annual 
fixture against Cambridge 
University at a breezy 
Burnaby Road. 

Although Ihe Cambridge 
side came into the game on the 
buck of two impressive victo¬ 
ries, it was the home side which 
took the honours in a match 
they dominated. 

The omens for the visitors were 
not good when lan Srnhh broke 
through the middle in the sixth 
minute, but Ihe Cambridge keeper 
deflected Ins shot on to a post, and 
Bob Evans' effort from the 
rebound was cleared off the line. 

But with the Cambridge side in 
some disarray, the Navy went 
ahead after a quarter of an hour 
when, from their fifth corner, lan 
Smith netted from dose range. 

Then a rare Cambridge attack 
broke down, and the hall was 
moved swiftly to Evans, who 
stretched the Cambridge defence 
before flighting a cross to 


Thwaites, who scored close in. 

With sliffer challenges ahead, 
the Navy made seven changes at 
the break, and it was substitute 
Valentine Rrannigan who added 
the third after 55 minutes, drilling 
home from the edge of the box. 

The Light Blues scored in the 
69th minute when their centre for¬ 
ward put away a diving header 
from tne edge of the box. 

Shortly afterwards Cambridge 
rattled the post with a fierce shot, 
but the Navy reasserted their supe¬ 
riority with Richie Page reinstating 
their three-goal cushion and 
Richie Hope completing the rout 
eight minutes from time. 

h was then on to the battle of 
the Dark Blues as the Navy look 
on the other Oxbridge side, Oxford 
University, at Iffley Road, writes U 
Cdr Jim Dunks, 

A much-changed Navy side 
found Oxford much sterner oppo¬ 
sition, and were fortunate to bag a 
1-0 win with a late strike. 

Oxford twice went close in the 
first half, while Cpl Lee Pepperall 
(CTCRM) and OM Norman 
Thompson (HMS Illustrious) had 
the best chances for the Navy. 

The students spurned several 
chances at the start of 
the second half. 

The Navy grabbed 
the decisive goal slight¬ 
ly against the run of 
play; Wilson produced 
an excellent run from 
his own half, avoiding 
three tackles before 
crossing the ball which 


the keeper failed to gather, and 
CPO Boh Evans (HMS Drake 
CFM) accepted the chance. 

Another late goal saved the day 
against the English Fire Service. 

NA Simon Winnan (HMS 
Sea hawk) was soon in action in the 
Navy goal, saving twice, and it was 
35 minutes before the Navy put in 
a serious effort, PQ Nigel 1 hwaites 
(HMS Seahawk) blasting just over. 

As half-time approached 
Thwaites forced a fine save from 
the firemen's keeper. 

But the Fire Service turned up 


the heat after an hour, shooting 
wide of an open goat, heading nar¬ 
rowly past the post and forcing a 
good save from Winnan. 

With nine minutes remaining 
the Fire Service struck, when a cor¬ 
ner by Billon was firmly headed 
past Winnan by Renee Street. 

This stung the Navy into action, 
and with four minutes left they 
equalised, when Thwaites swung in 
a comer, CPOPT lan Smith (HMS 
Seahawk) and Foster saw their 
headers cleared, hut Bob Evans 
was in the right place to net. 



• Li Cdr Henry Millington * 


Stalwart 
leaves for 
coaching 
position 

A ROYAL Navy football stal¬ 
wart has left the service - and 
players in Sussex are set to be 
the winners. 

Lt Cdr Henry Millington leaves 
after a 35-year career, 30 of those 
involved in Navy football. 

After winning a Navy Cup-win¬ 
ners medal for HMS Lochinvar in 
1%K. Henry went on to represent 
all of his ships and establishments, 
Portsmouth Command, the Royal 
Navy, the Combined Services, and 
is the longest-serving player for 
Portsmouth RN. 

Qualifying as an Advanced 
Licence FA Coach in 1985, Henry 
had coaching and management 
success with Portsmouth 
Command, Portsmouth RN and 
the RN senior team. 

He was chairman of Navy Youth 
lor two years before putting 
together the RN women's team, 
and he coached the first-ever 
Combined Services Women's 
team. 

As Director of Coaching, Henry 
has qualified and provided coach¬ 
ing opportunities for hundreds of 
RN coaches, and is recognised for 
his efforts by the FA, for whom he 
is a Coach Educator and Tutor 
Assessor for all FA coaching 
courses, 

Henry leaves the Service to take 
up the post of Director of 
Coaching and Development for 
Sussex County FA. 

The Royal Navy FA thanks Lt 
Cdr Millington for his massive 
contribution to Navy football, and 
wishes him well for the future. 


December fixture: 

Tues 7 Dec v Army (South West Counties 
Mac Match), Burnaby Rd, ko 1930, 

Youth fixtures: 

Sun Dec 5: v Kent. Home Counties com¬ 
petition, Burnaby Rd, ko 1200. 

Sun Dec 12 v Sussex, Home Counties 
competition. Lancing, ko 1300. 



• Balt boys: LPT Steve Clarke and Roger Black at the 
match between HMS Endurance and the International ath¬ 
letes Select XI at HMS Terneraire. The match t with pro¬ 
ceeds going to charity, was won 4-1 by Endurance. 


Five in a row 
for champion 


IN THE largest entry for some 
years, 26 players battled it 
out for the main prize in the 
RN squash championships. 

There were some surprises 
in the quarter-finals, where Lt 
Ben Lewis (Yeovilton) over¬ 
came seeded player CPOPT 
lan Binks (HMS Dryad) and 
veteran Lt Frank McKeown 
(Fort Blockhouse), in his last 
season playing Navy squash, 
had to battle hard to beat 
Under-25 player Tony Draper 
(Yeovilton). 

LWTR Jason Youdale (HMS 
Neptune) and PQ Diver Andy 
Owen (JSDS) completed the 
semi-final line*up, with 
favourite Youdale and 
McKeown making the final. 

And for the fifth year, 
Youdale powered to victory 
by a 3-0 margin. 

Of those defeated in the 
open quarter-finals, S Lt 
Julian Crew (Yeovilton) went 
on to win the classic plate, 
adding it to his Under-25s 
title. 

There were eight entries in 


the vintage draw for the Over- 
50s, in which the RN Squash 
Rackets Association presi¬ 
dent Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce came oft second-best 
in an interesting final tussle 
with Tim Webb. 

In the women's event, 
played in conjunction with 
the men s championships for 
the first time, LOM Hazel 
Chalmers (HMS Sheffield) 
overcame Lt Cdr Carolyn 
Crumpiin (HMS Dryad) in the 
final. 

The well-supported dou¬ 
bles events saw Youdale and 
CCWEA Dave Stickland (HMS 
Vigilant) reach the final, 
where they lost to Crew and 
Sgt Garry Pearcey 
(Birmingham Careers Office). 

The Challenge Trophy, 
which was being played for 
the second year at the same 
time as the championships, 
had a strong entry of 16, and 
the final produced an ail-Fleet 
Air Arm affair, with LAEM 
Dave Armstrong (RNAS 
Culdrose) defeating Draper. 



• Champion: LWTR Jason 
Youdale. 



To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Yes please! Add me to your 'Ship of the Month' subscription list now. I enclose a cheque for £ .. 

Name; ....................... Telephone No,: ......... 

Address: ..........,„... 


................ Postcode: ........ 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switdi, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 


Postcard-sized photographs can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) 
inc. P+P and there are over 500 to choose from in our free list, (Please allow 28 days for delivery). 

Buy your subscription and album now and we will send 
you, absolutely free, a set of twelve assorted black and 
white postcards to get your collection started. 


-\ 

For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail 

outside the UK) you can buy a twelve 
month subscription to Navy News 
'Ship of the Month'. This will 
deliver to your door a black and 
white postcard- sized photograph 
every month. The featured Ship 
for December is HMS Orwell, a 
Navigation Training Ship. 

To keep your collection in perfect 
condition, £4.50 (inc P+P) will buy a 
beautiful Navy News' Collectors 1 
Album. With eighteen pages you will 
have plenty of space to display your 
postcards and to attach any notes 
you might want to make. 
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RISI Playing Shirts 

100% Cotton 

£26.00 

Polo Shirts 

100% Cotton 

£15.00 

Sweat Shirts 

Poly/Cotton 

£16.00 

T-Shirts 

100% Cotton 

£10,00 

AH the above with White Emblem, sizes 33/40 , 42/44, 46/48,50/52 

Fleeces 

Quarter zip, Navy/White 

RN Rugby Emblem 
excellent quality/value 

£28.00 

La mbs wool Sweaters 

V neck, sizes 40-46, Navy/white 

RN Rugby Emblem 

£20.00 

RN Scarves 

72"x12'\ Navy with 3 White stripes 

£17,50 

White Cotton Shirts 

Oxford collar, long sleeves, 
crest on breast pocket 
sizes l5>M8tf neck 

£17,50 

Ladies Head scarves 

Navy White RN Rugby Emblem 
12"x12" 

£9.50 

RNRU Ties 

Navy with Gold Motif 

£6,00 

Bronx Wooly Ski Hat 

Navy/White RN Rugby Emblem 

£7,00 

LA Baseball Hat 

Navy brushed cotton/White RN 

Rugby Emblem 

£8.00 

RN Interservice Championship Video 1995 

£6.00 


Orders by Teiephone/Letter to Lt Cdr C S Pryde, Wellpark House, 
Albaston, Gun ni slake, Com wall Pit 8 9AB 

Tel: (H) 01822 884297, (W) 01326 652194 

Cheques payable to RNRU Merchandising 

Pofta^paclunu... Under £20 - £2,10; E2Q-E40 - E3.W; E40-E80 - E4.80; 

£S0-£100'£6.Z0; Over El 00 Free 

Additional items will be added to stock, contact above for details. 


Heron - kings 
of the hoops 

HMS HERON took the Royal 
Navy's inter-unit basketball title, 
beating HMS Neptune 30-44 in 
the final. 

The event, at RN air station 
Culdrose, also featured HM ships 
Seahawk. Dryad and Raleigh, 

■ A Grade 3 Referees course and 
a table officiating course will be 
run over the weekend January 8-9 
at HMS feme mi re in Portsmouth. 
To apply for either course, contact 
Lt Cdr Steve Fuller at HMS 
Tern era ire, Burnaby Road, 
Portsmouth PQl 2HB. tel 023 
92723741 or (mil) 9380 2374L 


BUY FOR CHRISTMAS] 

RNRU SHOP 
PRICE LIST 


Marathon squad 
hit the headlines 

Navy runners take 
honours in America 


RN holds key posts in 
Scottish rugby league 


RUGBY League north of the bor¬ 
der is proving fertile ground for 
Navy players and administrators. 

The game in Scotland will soon 
be boosted in profile by the 
appointment of Cdr Nick 
Sten house to the position of 
Chairman of the RN Rugby 
League Association, taking over 
from current chairman Lt Cdr Vic 
M user oft, who is retiring from the 
service. 

Cdr Seen house, who recently 
look up his appointment at HMS 
Caledonia as FGSF(R), is keen to 
see the game spread to all units in 
the RN and RM, increasing the 
Senior Service's strength in depth. 

He has a family link to the game 
- his father-indaw, Harry Street, 
was a Challenge Cup winner with 
Leeds in the 1950s and a Great 
Britain international who went on 
to coach at Castleford, Bradford 
Northern and Huddersfield. 

Meanwhile, HMS Caledonia's 
XIIL the Caledonia Crusaders, 
under the management of LPT 
Chris Barrow, have completed 
their second season of rugby, play¬ 
ing fixtures against the Tayside 
Chiefs (Tayside Police), HMS 


Neptune, Edinburgh Prison 
Service and Lothian Fire Brigade. 

Across on the West Coast, HMS 
Neptune, managed by LPT Alan 
Esler, only played two fixtures this 
summer. 

However, some of Neptune's 
converts joined the local Rhu 
Raiders and played in the Scottish 
Rugby League Conference under 
coaching team POs Tony Newell 
and Perry Mason. 

Back on the administra¬ 
tive side, four Navy men 
hold key positions within 
Scotland Rugby League, the 
nation's governing body, 

PO Clive Mason has recently 
been re-elected chairman of 
Scotland Rugby League, working 
to develop the game in Scotland. 

He intends to introduce a mid¬ 
week league next season for 
Service teams and other 
Government agencies, to run in 
parallel with the Conference. 

Service players will be encour¬ 
aged to join their local civilian 
team, and players who qualify 
through international rules could 
be selected to represent Scotland, 


as is the case for four Navy players. 

Fellow petty officer and HMNB 
Clyde colleague Tony Newell is 
currently chairman and head coach 
of the Rhu Raiders. 

Tony played for the Scottish 
amateur side against Ireland last 
year as well as acting as assistant 
coach for the match against Wales 
later in the season. 

SA Jason Tidd of HMS 
Sovereign is treasurer at Rhu 
Raiders and a prop of note. 
Although a novice at the game, he 
hopes to further his knowledge by 
attending the refereeing course 
held at HMS Coliingwood. 

Footballer Steve McCulloch 
only started playing Rugby League 
last year, and has recently taken 
over as chief executive at Glasgow 
Bulls from ex-RN diver George 
Mossop. Steve also runs 1 he Clyde 
Naval Base football team. 

If you are serving in Northern 
England, Northern Ireland or 
Scotland and would like more 
information about playing Rugby 
League in the Royal Navy or 
Scotland, contact POPT Wayne 
Okell on 93825 2233 or PO Perry 
Mason on 93231 4372 respectively. 


ROYAL Navy athletes took 
the honours in the US Marine 
Corps Washington Marathon - 
and made the front page of the 
papers into the bargain. 

Not only did the Royal 
Navy/Royal Marines marathon 
team beat the USMC in both 
men's and ladies' events, but for 
the first time in the 21 years of 
competition for the Challenge 
Cup, the overall race winner wore 
a RN vest. 

And, as Cpl Mark Croasdale 
RM crossed the finishing line, it 
was fitting that the president of 
RN athletics, Admiral Peter 
Franklyn, was holding the tape. 

Nine members of the Senior 
Service - six men, three women - 

» Battlers: the RN marathon 
s quad which took the plaudits 
at the annual USMC race. 


lined up for the 21 si battle for ihc 
Victory' Challenge Cup in a race 
that attracted more than 20,000 
entrants, including civilians and 
Service personnel from more than 
30 countries. 

It is America's 5lh largest 
marathon. 

By the ten-mile mark, at the 
White 1 louse, Mark Croasdale and 
two others were clear of the field, 
and WO Steve Payne (42Cdo) was 
back in tenth place. 

Slightly further back was a pack 
containing Washington veteran Lt 
Ginge Gough (DNPTS), Cpl Mark 
Good ridge (HGRM) and CRS 
Taff John (HMS Coliingwood). 
and tailing them was international 
biathlete Mne Brian Cole, 

Croasdale gradually pushed the 
pace from about 19 miles, drop¬ 
ping his rivals which included US 
Olympic runner Mark Coogan, 

And he stormed home in two 
hours, 23 minutes and 37 seconds, 
a minute dear of the field. 

Payne took ninth spot (second 
veteran), Gough tilth (3rd veter- 
a n) a nd Good ri dgc 111 h. while 
Cole ach ieved 16t ha nd John 22 nd . 

In the ladies race, PO Lindsay 
Gannon (Northwood) broke the 
three-hour mark for the first time 
and was sixth lady overall, while Lt 
Cdr Aj* Buchanan (JACIG)(26th) 
and PO Jeanette Beaton 
(Gibraltar) (l 10th) won the Ladies 
Challenge Cup, 

The RN defeated all the teams 
in the US Inter-Service competi¬ 
tion - and made the front page of 
the Washington Post and the sports 
section under the headline All 
Hail a Fleet Brit in the Marine 
Corps Marathon'. 

• Winner: Admiral Ftanklyn 
holds the tape tor Cpl Mark 
Croasdale as he crosses the 
finishing line. 


Sailing 

register 

planned 

A REGISTER of RYA yacht- 
masters, Instructors and 
examiners is being set up 
to enable Service sail train¬ 
ing organisers to track 
them down. 

The register is being set 
up by Lt Cdr George 
Goodings at Rosyth (tel. 
01436 674321, ext 64573) 
and depends on individu¬ 
als contacting him so that 
their names can be added. 
The information will be 
supplied to Service per¬ 
sonnel only and on the 
written request of the 
organiser of a sailing expe¬ 
dition or sail training using 
Service yachts. 

Detailed information is 
contained in Joint Service 
Defence Council Instruc¬ 
tion JS 126. 


RN judo 
trio gain 
rankings 

THREE Navy judo play¬ 
ers took honours at the 
North of England cham¬ 
pionships - and gained 
their first set of national 
ranking points, writes 
RN senior coach Vic 
Parsons . 

In the heavyweight divi¬ 
sion LOM Bill Mackinnon* 
Winters (HMS Vanguard) 
won silver and LWEA Bill 
Brown (HMS Coliingwood) 
won bronze, with CPO Ian 
Clark from HMS Sultan nar¬ 
rowly missing out on a 
bronze medal in the mid¬ 
dleweight class. 

Although the British 
number one players were 
resting from this tourna¬ 
ment after the recent world 
championships T contests 
were hard-fought, with ail 
players having to go up 
against British internation¬ 
als to get their placings. 

Players received 50, 45 
and 35 points respectively, 
which now gets them on to 
the British Judo Associa¬ 
tion ranking list and under 
the eye of the national 
coaches. 

The next event is the 
Western Area champi¬ 
onships at Bristol, taking 
place as Navy News went 
to press, which should see 
more of the Navy's players 
in action. 

Raleigh defeat 
local rivals 

A HOCKEY mulch between local 
rivals HMS Raleigh and HMS 
Cambridge was memorable for 
one of the Raleigh team. 

Played at Raleigh, the home 
team went ahead after only five 
minutes through WTR Bethwaitc. 
a nd by the 2l}-minuie mark the 
lead had been stretched to three 
with further strikes from PO 
Davey and Lt Cdr Ward, 

But it was LPT Nesbitt who 
stole the show in the RN Hockey 
Association Navy Cup match. 

Nesbitt stepped out of retire¬ 
ment to play in the match, and 
rounded off the scoring after 27 
minutes. He also hit the post. 

Services 
pipped by 
GB U23s 

THE COMBINED Services 
Rugby League team lost by a 
single point to the GB Under 
23 team - but proved they can 
mix if with the best. 

Heralded by torrential rain, 
this firsl match between the 
two sides was always going to 
be a lively affair 
The Services side, featuring 
two Navy player, were eager to 
prove themselves at this level, 
in the early stages the teams 
cancelled each other out, both 
sides narrowly failing to score, 
but it was the Services who 
drew first blood with a penalty. 

By half-time the Services 
had rattled up ten points, with 
two more penalties and an 
unconverted try. 

The England youngsters 
took the game to the Services 
early in the second half, and 
had soon overtaken their 
opponents with two tries - one 
converted - two penalties and 
a drop goal putting them 17-10 
ahead. 

With five minutes remaining 
the Services regrouped and 
crossed for a converted try, 
but they ended the match los¬ 
ing 17-16. 
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Culdrose 
succeed 
in rugby 
contest 


THE RUGBY learn from RN 
air station Culdrose has won 
the Fleet Air Arm equivalent 
of the rugby County 
Championships. 

The team, a mix of Fleet 
Air Arm personnel drawn 
from Cu Id rose-based 

squadrons and departments, 
was presented with the 
Bamhara Trophy after com¬ 
prehensively beating stiff 
competition from II MS 
Heron and a combined HMS 
Gannct/HMS Sultan side 
under the name of The Exiles. 

Culdrose team captain 
AEM Taff Greening said: 
‘The Culdrose team was con¬ 
sidered by some to be the 
underdogs. 

“But we were able to take 
advantage of playing on our 
home ground and beat both of 
the other teams with very 
respectable score lines." 

Culdrose beat Heron 26-14, 
and The Exiles by 28-6. 

The establishment’s rugby 
officer, Lt Shaw, was encour¬ 
aged by the performance of 
the team, and intends to build 
on the success by beating a 
team from CTCRM in the 
first round of the Navy Cup. 

Thirds are 
the tops 

DEVON PORT Services rugby 
union club boasts strength in 
depth - as demonstrated by 
the third XV who, under 
CPGPT Nigel Stockdale, have 
won all five of their matches. 

Nigel, who manages the 
side with help from CPOPT 
Russ Williams, has been trawl¬ 
ing the naval base for players, 
and sees the side as a good 
introduction to dub rugby and 
gives first team selectors the 
chance to look at promising 
players drafted to Dcvonport. 

Nigel can be contacted on 
555375 or at the Wyvern 
Centre. 

Training is on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 1830, 

RNRU First XV fixtures: 

Dec 15: Hampshire 
(Portsmouth) 

Jan 11: Somerset (Weston 
or Bridgwater) 

Jan 19: Dorchester 
(Yeovilton) 

Jan 26: Gloucestershire 
(Lydney) 

Feb 2: Exeter (Exeter) 

Feb 9: Yeovil (Yeovilton) 

Feb 16: Cornwall (St 
Austell) 

Feb 23: Cambridge 
University (Cambridge) 

Mar 1: Weston (Yeovilton) 
Mar 7; Richmond 
(Richmond) 

Mar 15: Rugby (Rugby) 

Mar 22: Bfackheath 
(Bfackheath) 

Mar 29: Poulton (Yeovilton) 


Apr 5: Coventry (Coventry) 
Apr 15: RAF (tbc) 

Apr 26: Aberavon 
(tbc) {Aberavon) 


May 6: Army (Twickenham) 


Under XXIs Fixtures: 

Dec 4: RAF (Hatton) 

Dec 11: Army (Portsmouth) 


Under 20s: 

Feb 13: Cornwall 
(Devonport) 

Feb 27: Devon (Ivybridge) 
Mar 19; Gloucestershire 
[Portsmouth) 

Mar 26: Somerset (Away) 

The RN rugby union web¬ 
site address is: 

navyrugbyunion.co.uk 





RN drivers 
sprint to win 


ROYAL Navy go-karters raced 
to success in the Joint 
Command Grand Prix 
Challenge, despite a lack of 
practice. 

In the main races at the 
Daytona Raceway the 15- 
strong Navy team managed 
5th place, and their fastest dri¬ 
vers won the sprint final. 

Around 150 people, from 
the Services, the Civil Service 
and the private sector, took 
part, and the RN team was 
drawn from JSU Northwood, 
HMS CoHingwood, HMS Dryad 
and HQRM, including three 
Royal Marines, all Majors. 

It is hoped the event will 
raise more than £13,000 for 
the Royal Star and Garter 
home for Disabled Service¬ 


men and Women. 

The Navy team alone raised 
more than £3,000, with Lt J. 
Welsh RNR (Northwood PPP 
Project) and POWTR (VS, 
Lambert (JSU Northwood 
Cash Office) attracting con¬ 
siderable support from spon¬ 
sors such as BMW, Team 
Lotus and Stewart Grand Prix, 
with the latter donating a raffle 
prize of a visit to their HQ in 
Milton Keynes. 

The Grand Prix Challenge is 
continuing to expand, and 
planning for the 2000 event is 
already under way. 

RN team caplain Maj Tony 
Maher RM r Base Security 
Officer at Northwood, said 
Navy drivers and fund-raisers 
will be required. 


Boxing is 


MORE THAN 600 people 
booked seats more than a 
month ago to witness the joint 
Plymouth and Air Command 
boxing championships at the 
Wyvern Centre in HMS Drake, 
writes S/Lt Simon Paget. 

The bill featured more than 40 
fighters, and the raise in popularity 
is attributable to a vast improve¬ 
ment in the coaching support. 

The light-welterweight title went 
to OM Thompson (HMS 
Campbeltown) on a walkover, so 
the first bout of the night was a 
special middleweight contest, in 
which OM Cameron (HMS 
Campbeltown) started well but was 
gradually overhauled by AEM 
Myers (HMS Seahawk), who won 
a unanimous points decision. 

OM Coffey (HMS 
Campbeltown) took the special 
light heavyweight title on a unani¬ 
mous decision, while OM 
Netllcship (HMS Raleigh) forced 
bis bantamweight opponent to 
take three standing counts before 
taking the bout on points. 

In another evenly-matched con¬ 
test, OM Connell (HMS Sheffield) 
won a majority decision over OM 
McColl of HMS Cornwall in the 
lightweight division, and a similar 


decision went the way of welter¬ 
weight OM Egan (HMS Raleigh). 

The special middleweight crown 
was taken by POWEA Sweet land 
(HMS Lancaster), who forced his 
opponent to retire. 

Moving up the weights, OM 
Coull (HMS Cambridge), an effec¬ 
tive counter-puncher, took the 
light middleweight title, and OM 
Making (HMS Sheffield) proved 
good enough for a unanimous 
points win in the middlewcights. 

Another whirlwind and at limes 
uncontrollable start by the light 
heavyweight boxers proved a real 
crowd-pie a ser, and LOM Bishop 
(HMS Sheffield) eventually came 
out on lop. 

The cruiserweighl bout was 
stopped after two rounds in favour 
of MEM Mahoney (HMS 
Cornwall), and the heavyweight 
contest also failed to go the dis¬ 
tance, with SA Bolton (HMS 
Sheffield unable to go past the first 
round and the tie awarded to LS 
Astley (HMS Cambridge), 

The final fight of the night was 
again decided "on points, with OM 
Jeffrey (HMS Cambridge) taking 
the super heavyweight title on a 
unanimous vote. 

The best boxer award went to 
cruiserweighl MEM Mahoney, 


Fighters take 
on Army men 


FIVE Navy boxers were included 
in a Service Select side which took 
on the Royal Logistics Corps in a 
charity show at Aldershot, 

The first of the eight bouts fea¬ 
tured OM Davies against PTE 
Paisley, and the Nayy man won a 
majority decision in what was 
judged the best bout of the night. 

Mne O’Connell also took a 
majority decision over four rounds 
of a hard-punching bout against 
PTE Frost, but MEM Coleman 
was unlucky to lose his bout by the 
same margin against UCpI Owen. 

Mne Landamore came up 
against the experienced PTE 
Edwards in a contest which was 
stopped in the first round by RN 
Coach C/Sgl Fulthorpe. 

LPT Murray, in his third bout, 
was matched against the hard-hit¬ 
ting and experienced L/Cpl 
Ferguson, and the fight was 
slopped early in the second round . 

The best boxer of the show 
award, decided by Duke 
Mackenzie, went to OM Davies. 

■ Two out of seven Naval hopefuls 
were selected for the Combined 
Services Novices boxing team 


which will compete in the national 
novice championship - and there 
may be a third. 

Mne Isherwood and MEM 
Wingate could be joined by Mne 
Watson, who must box off against 
an Army candidate to conclude the 
selection process, 

■ RN boxers have a date at the 
Palace to prepare themselves for 
the Combined Services individual 
championships. 

A week-long training camp has 
been arranged at the National 
Sports Centre at Crystal Palace for 
next month, with coaching from 
England coach lan Irwin and RN 
coach C/Sgt Steve Fulthorpe. 

The camp, an initiative by RN 
coaching administrator Steve 
Penberthy, should be attended by 
around 2D fighters - and RN box¬ 
ing officials have expressed their 
gratitude that commanding offi¬ 
cers of ships and establishments 
have released the men. 

Further details on the 
Combined Services championships 
are available from the PT Office, 
HMS Nelson, tel PNRext 24151 or 
24484, 


Counties side is 
too strong for RN 



while the best ship was HMS 
Sheffield, 

The best establishment award 
waspicked up by HMS Raleigh. 

PT staff at the Wyvern Centre 
were also pleased to make a dona¬ 
tion from the nighfs takings, and a 
cheque for £1,000 was given to the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association, 


A ROYAL Navy boxing team was 
on the wrong end of a 4-2 result 
against a Western Counties Select 
side at the Grand Hotel in Bristol, 
writes S/Lt Simon Paget. 

The Navy set off on the wrong 
foot when MEM Kavanagh (HMS 
Cornwall) lost on points, but the 
score was levelled by MEM Carren 
(HMS Manchester). 

The Western Counties edged 
back ahead when Mne Alderson 
(45 Cdo) was knocked out, but 


again the Navy drew level when 
Mne Landamore (HMS 

Endurance) stopped his opponent. 

But it was the counties side 
which prevailed in the final two 
bouts, 

C POME A Breeds (CFM 
Portsmouth) lost by a majority 
points decision, while in the final 
contest MEM Leary (HMS 
Invincible) was continually drawn 
into a scrap and he succumbed to 
the punishment in the final round. 
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I missed you... 

KATIE S smile said it all as she met her father off HMS Glasgow, 
The ten-year-old had not see PO tan Lusmore for eight months 
while his ship had been on one of the longest unsupported 
deployments away from the UK in many years. 

The destroyer had an eventful trip. Her Lynx and Royal Marines 
were first to the crash scene of an Australian F-111 aircraft off 
Malaysia, and she was twice struck by lightning in Singapore, 
Towards the end of her planned deployment, the crisis in East 
Timor flared, and Glasgow was at the heart of the maritime ele¬ 
ment of 1NTERFET, the Australian-led international naval force. 

She has covered more than 55,000 miles since she left 
Portsmouth on March 1 . Picture . LA(PHOT) Paul Smith 


Extreme weather 
led to Scott’s death 



Argentine 
exercise 
deemed 
a success 

THE FIRST bilateral exercise 
between British and Argentine 
naval forces since the 
Falkland* War has been hailed 
as “extremely valuable” by the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce. 

At the end of the four-day 
search and rescue exercise last 
month - involving HMS Somerset 
- Admiral Boyce said it showed 
that the Armed Forces of both 
countries could work together on a 
project that was of practical and 
mutual benefit. 

“It has been a good rehearsal 
for dealing with search and rescue 
incidents in the South Atlantic and 
useful lessons have been learned," 
he said. “We look forward to 
exploring other opportunities for 
defence co-operation und to build¬ 
ing on the increased friendship 
between our two armed forces." 

His views were reinforced by 
the C-in-C of the Argentine Navy, 
Admiral Carlos Alberto Matron, 
who was visiting Britain during the 
exercise. 

He said: “1 am strongly con¬ 
vinced that our navies will contin¬ 
ue to lead the way to co-operation, 
displaying new concrete and fruit¬ 
ful exchanges in all possible areas 
of our common activities." 

The exercise was run from the 
Cape Horn naval base of Ushuaia, 
and involved RAF aircraft. 

NATO 
ships visit 

PLYMOUTH played host to L61K) 
visitors when warships from seven 
countries working with Flag 
Officer Sea Training paid a four- 
day call. 

NATO's Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic, established in 19h8 as the 
worlds first peacetime multina¬ 
tional naval force ready to respond 
quickly to a crisis, comprises war¬ 
ships drawn mainly from NATO 
countries with Atlantic coasts. 

Two British ships currently fea¬ 
ture in the force - Type 22 frigate 
HMS Coventry and tanker RFA 
Bay leaf. 

Legal moves 

NEW legislation is to give fresh 
legal rights to military personnel 
charged with offences - moves to 
bring the current system into line 
with human rights laws. 

The Armed Forces Discipline 
Bill introduces independent judi¬ 
cial officers, who will decide 
whether suspects and defendants 
are kept in custody before trial, 
and a new court will hear appeals 
From members of the Services who 
have been punished by iheir 
Commanding Officers. 

Minister visits 

LEADER of the House of 
Commons, Margaret Beckett, has 
toured Type 23 frigate HMS 
Sutherland in Devon port. 

As Minister responsible for the 
Government’s Y2K programme to 
counteract the Millennium Bug. 
she was finding out how the Navy 
has fared in beating the problem. 

Launch date 

HMS RAMSEY, the latest San- 
down-class minehunter and the 
fifth of the Batch 2s to he built by 
Vbsper Thorny croft, was set to he 
launched at Woolsion in 
Southampton as Navy News went 
to press. 



A ROYAL Navy frigate 
on anti-drugs patrols in 
the Caribbean has inter¬ 
cepted a ship smuggling 
cocaine worth £135 mil¬ 
lion. 

HMS Northumberland, 
under the command of Cdr 
Mike Pearey, made the 
seizure in a joint operation 
with the US Coast Guard 
north of Venezuela after 
tracking the Panamanian- 
registered freighter Adriatik 
for seven hours, 

A US law enforcement 
detachment, helped by RN 


sailors, found more than two 
tonnes of cocaine hidden deep 
beneath the ship's cargo of 800 
tonnes of sugar cane. 

The ship was arrested and 
escorted to the US Virgin Islands 
for further searches, 

John Spellar, Minister for the 
Armed Forces, said: “I congratu¬ 
late the ship's company on their 
recent success, 

“Their highly professional and 
excellent work, in very difficult 
conditions, to find these well- 
concealcd drugs is a clear sign of 
our resolution to stem the flow of 
illegal drugs." 

The Type 23 frigate's success is 
the second major drugs bust by 


the Navy in the region this year. 

Her predecessor in the 
Caribbean, sister-ship HMS 
Marlborough, intercepted nine 
tonnes of cocaine with a street 
value of more than £1 billion 
after boarding two merchant 
ships in the same week, 

■ As another hurricane threat¬ 
ened the regio n, RFA Go Id 
Rover, pari of the Atlantic Patrol 
Group, picked up three men 
From their sinking yacht. 
Pandora, in the Caribbean. 

The tanker also stood by and 
refuelled an American heli¬ 
copter which lifted the crew of 
another sinking yacht to safely 
off the island of St Croix. 


CAPTAIN Scott's death in 
Antarctica was caused by weather 
which was extreme even for the 
frozen continent. 

Data collected from automatic 
weather stations placed on the 
Ross Ice Shelf by scientists Susan 
Solomon and Charles Sterns has 
shown that the minus 30C temper¬ 
atures Scott and his team experi¬ 
enced were far lower than normal. 
Their findings also vindicate 
Scott's meteorologist Simpson 


■ From front page 
on the campuses of Southamp¬ 
ton Institute and the city's uni¬ 
versity. 

Basketball courts at HMS 
Nelson in Portsmouth will be 
used, and Service officials will 
assist with competitions in ath¬ 
letics, hockey, rugby, soccer, 
basketball netball, tennis and 
swimming. 

There will also be a marked 
Service role in three related 
Festival Zones' - for sport, 
carnival activities and techno' 
interests. 

And all RN training estab¬ 
lishments will be taking part in 
a National Skills Festival, a 
competition which will be held 
throughout the year at a 
regional level. The events, in 
which the RN and RM will 
demonstrate the best of their 
training in a range of hi-tech 
and traditional skills, will cul¬ 
minate in July at the NEC 
Birmingham, 

That same month the Naval 
Service will be taking a promi¬ 
nent pari in the first of a new 
torn! of tattoo intended to 
replace the Royal Tournament. 
The Royal Military Tattoo 2000 
will be held on Horse Guards 


whose claim that the “low temper¬ 
ature, so entirely unexpected, was 
one of the chief causes of the 
tragedy" has often been disputed 
by historians. 

Dr Tom Lachlan-Gope of the 
British Antarctic Survey told Navy 
News: “This new report has shown 
that the weather was indeed much 
colder than normal when Scott was 
returning over the Ross Ice Shelf 
and this must have played a part in 
his death." 


Parade on July 10-15. 

After the New Year celebra¬ 
tions, first of the planned 
events will be a major interna¬ 
tional conference on Seapower 
at the Millennium, the first day 
of which will be attended by the 
Princess Royal. 

The three-day event at 
Portsmouth on January 12-14 
will be introduced by the First 
Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce, with the keynote 
address being given by Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott. 

Other speakers will include 
Rear Admiral Jonathon Band, 
Assistant Chief of the Naval 
Staff, on Strategic Interests , 
and broadcaster and writer 
Libby Purves, on Increasing 
Public Understanding. 

The conference is spon¬ 
sored by BAe and organised 
jointly by the RN, Portsmouth 
City Council, the Society for 
Nautical Research, the Naval 
Review, Greenwich Forum and 
the Royal Naval Museum. 

Enquiries should be 
addressed to The Conference 
Secretary, the RN Museum, HM 
Naval Base Portsmouth, POI 
3NH (tel. 01705 727569). 



# Close eye: HMS Northumberland escorts the Adriatik in the Caribbean. 


Services honour the fallen 


DEFENCE Secretary Geoff Hoon 
recalled a meeting with First World 
War veterans as he paid his respects 
to those who fought and died in 
defence of the country, 

Mr Hoon said: “Earlier this week I 
hud the great privilege of meeting some 
of the soldiers who fought in the First 
World War. 

"Many are now over HHI years old. 
They have lived through a remarkable 
century, 

“Yet, many of their colleagues were 
not so lucky. We must never forget those 
who fought and died on foreign fields for 
our benefit. For the freedom we enjoy 
today." 

The main Service of Remembrance at 
the Cenotaph in Whitehall was attended 
by three senior Naval royals (right) - the 
Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal and 
the Duke of York. 

Naval establishments and ships 
around the world also held services of 
remembrance, 

■ Veteran pilot’s honour - page 17 
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• THE MILLENNIUM DOME; It Is made of a million square 
me f res of fabric and could fit 18,000 double decker buses 
inside or 13 Albert Hails . its designers say the roof is strong 
enough to support the weight of a jumbo jet! pkii#*, oa Photos nmec 



Special attractions include 


# Santa's Toy Factory 

# Christmas Miniland 

♦ Peter Pan's Christmas Adventure 
* Giant LEGO Christmas Trees 

"Name three special attractions to be 
found at Legoland this Christmas" 

Put your answers on a postcard and send it with 
your name, age and address to: 

The Gangplank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
Closing date for competition 17th December 1999 

The Editors decision ii final. tmployMS and relative* of Navy News am ineligible. 


Into the year 2000! 




A 




HOY LANDLUBBERS! Greetings from chilly 
Lapland. Me crew and I have made It through 
the ice to visit me old mate Santa Claus. Twas 
a rough journey. 

We had to send Technocat to the crow's nest as yonder 
lookout and he fair near froze his whiskers off! Now we be 
helping me male Santa to put together all the sacks of 
presents for you small landlubbers. 

Me crew Susie is making sure all the right names are on 
the presents and young Jack is helping to exercise the rein¬ 
deer, ready tor their voyage around the world. I be hoping to 
et a new coal for me travels and a tin of polish tor me leg!! 
eave ho for happy holidays! 


ih 

as L 

ier / 


T he year 2000 will 
soon be here and 
that incredible 
Millennium Dome will be 
open for all to see. 

The Gang Plank Club can’t 
wait to see ii and they've been 
finding out some amazing 
facts about it: 

□ The Dome has the largest 
roof in the world. It is a 
massive 100,000 square 
metres, wow! 

□ Inside, there is enough 
room for 18,000 double 
-decker buses, two Wembley 
Stadiums or 13 Albert Halls! 

□ The masts holding the 
roof up lean over at an angle 
which is three times greater 
than the angle of ihe Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. 

□ It is the strongest fabric 
building in the world. They 


say that a Jumbo jet could 
land on its roof but we hope it 
doesn’t! 

□ If you put ihe Dome 
upside down under Niagara 
Falls it would take more than 
ten minutes to fill up! 

□ The total weight of all the 
air in the Dome is heavier 


than the Dome’s structure. By 
the time all the children who 
visit it start talking it will be 
even heavier! 

There is a million square 
feet of fabric in the Dome. 
Captain Plank says that he 
would love some of it as he 
needs a new set of sails for his 
ship! 



CHAT PAD 

WE CAN’T believe it's nearly the end of 

j ,h we^bi n n d M«tng e s'o ' ,u '’ ln ? a " 9 

■ W» our ' . « «*■“— 

supplement was only yesterday. 

hear^boufyou. 'youVtamify, your 8 schools, your 
: pets and anything else you want to 1*“ , , fes 

3crSSB«®53 

and a Happy, Happy YEAR 2000. 


Where will you be on 
New Year's Eve? 

WHERE WILL you be on the last day of the 20th 
Century? Are you visiting somewhere special? Is your 
family throwing a big party or will you have to go to bed 
early? 


Jack and Susie are plan¬ 
ning to have a big party on 
board the ship but you must¬ 
n't tell Captain Plank as they 
are trying to keep it a big 
secret! 


Why not write to Captain 
Plank and tell him what you 
will be up to as the last few 
seconds of 1999 tick away. 
The best ideas will be in our 
first issue In the Year 2000! 



The White Ensi g n Association 

Your Naval Charity providing free/ friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club 1 is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 



www.navynews.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS A 


December birthdays 


GANG PLANK CLUB f, 
members with birthdays In 
December are: 

Max Powtey, Harriet 
Russell, Joanna Haber, 
Samantha Hell* well, Robert 
FamlNon, Adam Bic knell, 
Steven Gellat, Nicholas 
Fletcher, Nicola Burrowes, 
Beniamin Ctiettan*, PftfHfp 
Ala i mo, Danny Milano, 
Jay ad* Hitman, Laura 



Joiner, Kevin Pending, Christopher Rowland, Adam 
Collins, David Bundy, Michael Gray, Christopher 
Shutttaworth, David Boulton, Michael Boulton, Samantha 
Thompson, Timothy Moulder*, Clare Gladney, Gemma 
Lucy Luke, Thomas Woods, Daniel Haines, Nigel Jackson, 
Mackenzie Davis, Lynsey Burtord, Amir Hussain, Robfn 
Maloney, Joseph Caswell, Oliver Dixon, Jade Fraser, 
Matthew Andrews, Christopher Derrick, Jack Baird, 
Katherine Rosentiel, Sam Robinson, Ian Osborne, Darren 
King Lodge, Dawn Baker, Stephen Henderson, Denial 
West, Robert Bashford, Alice Duke, James Anthony, Paul 
Harding, Richard Feist, Patrick Feist, Stephanie Gif by, 
Ashley McKertnan, Christopher Petit, Robert Gore, 
Matthew Somers, Benjamin Bolton, Beth Lindsay, Justin 
Kemp, Phillip Burtenshaw, James Bradshaw, Dominic 
Mulligan, Klraty Griffiths, Daniel Jill logs. Holly West, 
Colin Robertson } Richard Smalley, Cathy Roberts, Holly 
Fleet, Robert Fllbrandt, Lore nee MalleLNetasha 
Granados-Stuart, Sean Gower, Tanya Colder, William 
Broadway, Emma Tannahlll, Thomas Cannon, Nicholas 
Garland, Jessica Evans, Lisa MacPharson, Jeremy 
Mackey, Kirsty Scales, Ben Common, Victoria Hughes, 
Samantha Tad am, Ryan Harkett, Bradley Jeffs, Emma 
Chatfleld, Daniel Shipley, Sam Dolton, Cameron 
Salisbury, Sam Williams, Katherine Bell, Charles Lambert, 
Alice Lambert, Samantha Squib, Jeffrey Patrick, Sachs 
Johns, Joshua Conneefy, Trade Cstcott, Oliver King, 
Georgia Welsh, Thomas Welsh, Marie Ess tell, Ben Miller, 
Sean Kilby, Chonsgarn Kemp, Alex Beaumont, Kirsty 
Houlihan, Bethany Askey, Samuel Wood, James Has well, 
Stuart Thompson, Ashley Snowden, Kelly Lewis, Peter 
Petzlng, Claire Elsworth, Daniel Hoars, Emma Hutchison, 
Daniel Wilson, Joseph Paddlson, David Cailsby, Ethan 
George, Natasha Evens, Use Lawrence, Thomas-James 
Underwood sod S Ingham. 


Top tricks to impr 


Knotty problem 


B E THE STAR of all the 
festive parties! It's 
great to be able to do a 
few tricks to Impress every¬ 
one. 

Here's two tricks that will 
really get your friends jealous at 
your "magic" powers. 

From a cool book called AMAZ¬ 
ING MAGIC TRICKS by Dave 
Brown and Paul Reeve: 


FOOLING A FRIEND 


For this trick you Just need a 
hln 


piece of rope, thin enough to be 
able to handle easily. 

Give your friends the rope and 
ask them to tie a knot In the rope 
without letting go of both ends. 
Just watch them get all tied uplt 

Then you step In and show 
them how: 


your arms, and pick up an end of 
the rope in each hand. 

2, Slowly unfold your arms 
while keeping a tight Hold of the 
ends. Shake the loop that forms 



This i 
trick 
work 


i 


I 


• ROPE; For this trick you wifi 
need about 1m of rope , Footing a 
friend, and dozens of others 
tricks for you to try ; can ait be 
found in Amazing Tricks ’ (right) 
from Doriing Kinderstey. 


over and then off your hand. 

3. When the loop has fallen off 
your hand, pull your arms out 
straight HEY PRESTO! A knot 
will form In the middle of the rope. 

Amazing Tricks is available 
from Doriing Klndersley Books. 
Price £3*99* 


THIS CARD 1 
'Miraculous' wi 
magician: 

SHOW ME Y 

1. Take an ordin: 
Fan out the cards 
face down* 

Ask a friend to Is 
at It, but not tell yot 
2* Close the pad 
your friend to poir 
closed deck of can 
to put the card back 
bars on the card hie 
3. When your frie 
off the pile of card; 
pointed to and ask 
the card back face i 


Poets 

corner 


SUSIE says a big thank 
you to alf the Gang Plank 
members whose brilliant 
poems keep up every¬ 
one's spirits on board 
ship. 

Read on for Susie's spe¬ 
cial selection: 

Them was a submarine , 

/ can't remember what type 
But water burst in through a 
hoie in a pipe 
The crew were wet , the 
crew were soaked 
But the Captain just 
smirked and then Joked! 

The submarine lurched and 
started to sink 
Just like a beetroot the 
Captain went pink! 

(Paul KItching, age 10) 

Rabbits bound around ali 
day 

But what they do they 
never $av! 
ha i 


Do they have a private life. 
With food and champagne * 
What a tot! 

But when they hear the 
farmer s gun shot , 

They run to their holes hip- 

^The steal carrots from the 
farm shop r 

Then eat them all, non¬ 
stop! 

But when night comes 
again 

They ' hop back to their 
warm den * 

Why do they do this? Well 
never know ; 

They do ft In warmth, wet 
and snow! 

From Thomas Martin 
Member No. 135. 


Watch your waste 



Why not make a 2000 resolution to 
be more careful with your waste. 

After Christmas we have a huge 
amount of waste - cards, wrapping 
paper and even our Christmas trees. 

Don’t let it all be just chucked in 
the bin* tf your wrapping paper 
isn’t too ripped then smooth it out, 
cut off any tape and use !t again* 
If H's really creased get an 
adult to iron it! On a coot set¬ 
ting, of course! 

You can take your 
Christmas cards to be recy¬ 
cled. Any branch of Boots will 
take them in January, and 
you'll probably find some 
of your local charities 
also take them* 

Last year lots of local 
authorities set up schemes for recy¬ 
cling Christmas trees* Check out your 
authority before you bin that tree! 



Snuggle up w 


THERE'S NOTHING nicer on a cold day than snugg 
up In a chair and reading a good book* This time of 
'.itfoi “ * 


DO YOU remember in 
September we asked you to 
name the parrot that sits on 
Captain Plank's shoulder? 


year 1$ always brilliant for new books. 

Susie has been looking through the book shops ; 
here are a few suggestions: 

While the Bear Sleeps - Winter Tales and Tradltic 
retold by Caitlln Matthews, illustrated by Jut 
Christine Mills. Published by Barefoot Books Pi 
£12*99 


Susie says: "Some lovely winter stories aspect 
“ .Cabin. ■ " .. 


Attar lots of thought Captain 
best name 


Baboushka and The Winter Cabin. I 
that the stories come from different 


r liked the i 


Plank decided the 
was Fldgil, 

" ‘ W 


suggested by 
>Tt Done!! 


This sport is ice cool 


ICE HOCKEY has become a top 
sport in this country and almost 
every region In the country has a 
team- 

Why not find out more about 
your local team and support them, 
or better stilt why not learn to play 
yourself? 

ice Hockey is believed to have 
reached the UK at end of the 19th 
Century when Arthur Stanleys a 
Governor-'Gegbrat of Canadas 
returned to England and 
persuaded members of the Royal 
Family to p la yon a frozen pond at 
Buckingham Palace! 

ice Hockey was already very 
popular in Canada* where the 
colder winters meant more frozen 
bits 6f water to play on* 

By 1930 s there were a few 
clubs in Britain and an arena had 
been foui|t at Wembley but the 
greatest achievement In British 
Ice hockey so far came In 1936. 
when Great Britain beat the USA 
to win a Gold medal m the 


Olympics. Cob! shift! 

Ice Hockey was very popular 
until the 1950 r s but after that il 
became loo expensive to keep the 
teams gbiftg and ice rinks began 
to close. People atill played lor 
tun but the big teams were no 
longer around* UNTIL NOW - In 
the tSSO’s lots bt new ice rinks 
started to be bulll and a new 
British Ice Hockey league was 
formed* 

NOW there are over 45 clubs in 
Great Britain with over 9,000 play* 
er$ enjoying the sport- All ages 
can play and there’s even an Ice 
Hockey SuperieaOue! 

To get into !CE HOCKEY con¬ 
tact The British Ice Hockey 
Association, The Galleries , of 
Justice* Shire Hall, 
pavement, The Lace Market* 
Nottingham, NG1 1HN Tel: 011$ 
91$ 9204 e-mail Hockey^ukhock- 
eyfreeserve.co uk or contact the 
English Ice Hockey Associations 
web site www.eiha co uk 


Karina Knight. Well Done!! 

Now we know the parrot's 
name you can do some Fldglt 
spotting!! He is hidden all over 
this supplement and to win a 

g oodie bag all you have to do 
s to count up the Fidgits and 
let Captain Plank know* Write 
in with the answer and don't 
forget to give your name and 
address! 


Walker, Illustrated by Qlw^n 


Barefoot Books Price £12*! 


Published 


Susie says: This Is a good book for younger read 
Captain Plank liked It too* there are lob 


although Captain Plank liked it too. 
stories about pirates all over the world"* 

□ Chaucer the Cat and the Animal Pilgrims - Patr 
Borlenghl and Giles Greenfield. Published 
Bloomsbury Books Price £14.99. 

Susie says: f love this book, it has some amaa 
animal stories and the pictures are superb. It's a b 
you can pick up and read any time. 


Top tips for wrapi 


The Crew all think one of the best bit of 
presents is the excitement of unwrapping 
them. Why not make your presents the 
best wrapped this year! Susie is brilliant at 
it so here's her handy hints: 

Disguised presents are the most fun!! 
Tiny present? Put it in a big box and wrap 
the box.(Don't forget if it's breakable you 
could wrap it up in lots of old carrier bags 
first) 

Is the present shape pretty obvious? A 
book or a CD? Disguise its shape - a book 
can be made to look very lumpy if you put 
a few sweets in bags and pack them round 
the outside! 

Make a CD into a pyramid - cut out 2 
pieces of cardboard the same size as the 
CD and attach them to the CD cover to 
make a pyramid shape. You can even write 

S ur Christmas message on the cardboard 
fore you wrap it* 


ACT NATURAL! You can use all soils of 
natural things to decorate a present. A few 
holly leaves make a parcel look very Christ- 
masy, but watch out for the prickly edges! 

Pine cones are great for decorations - 
find some small cones, give them a clean 
up and then thread some coloured ribbon 
through the stalk before attaching them to 
the present. If you have time you could 
spray them different colours. You can get 
silver and gold sprays in tins, cool colours 
tor yule! (Don't forget if you are doing any¬ 
thing like threading using sharp points or 
painting then you must have an adult there 
to help) 

TRUE LOVE - If your present is for 
someone very special then you could buy 
a single rose to put on the parcel, your 
mum or gran would love you forever! 

DO IT YOURSELF - Everyone will appre¬ 
ciate your present even more if you have 
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TIVITY DECK 


ess your friends 


card 
will 
{like 



Jack's Weather Box 


m u Snow = Fog 

W Rain 

^ Thunder storm 


:rick is from 
ho is a real 

OUR CARD 

iry pack of cards, 
with the numbers 

ke a card and look 
i what card it is. 
c of cards and ask 
il to where In the 
rts they would like 
keeping the num- 
Iden, of course* 
nd has decided lift 
$ to the place they 
your friend to put 
town. 


Whilst your friend is replacing the 
card take a quick look at the face of 
the card on the bottom of the pile you 
have just lifted. REMEMBER IT. This 
is the card which will tell you which 
card your friend picked. 

4, Now turn over each card very 
slowly as if you are trying to concen¬ 
trate on each card to see if the card 
will give you a clue. 

As you see the card you have mem¬ 
orised you know it is the one before 
your friend's card. You could then say 
something like 'Tm getting warm!" 

Then you turn over the next card 
and shock, surprise you tell your 
friend this is the card which they 
picked!! 


• READING THE SIGNS: Jack uses these recognised signs 
when recording what the weather has been up to. 

It’s snow joke - 
the weather is 
really amazing 


ith a good book 


□ Bartlett and the Ice Voyage - Odo Hlrsch. 
Published by Bloomsbury Books Price £9.99 

Susie says: I like good stories and this is certainty a 
good one! I found it difficult to put down! 

Wild winter quiz 


1. Which three British mam* 
mals hibernate in the win- 
ter? 

2. Do you find penguins In 
the Arctic or Antarctic 
Oceans? 

3. What Is permafrost? 

4. In which country is 
Europe's largest glacier? 

5. What is the national 
flower of Scotland 

6. Why do roses and bram¬ 
bles have prickles 

7. What is a male goose 
called? 

8. Does the Arctic Fox have 
larger or smaller ears than 


the Red Fox? 

9. What Is the baste shape 
of all snow flakes? 

10. "The Holty and the Is 
a popular carol. What is the 
missing word? 

THE ANSWERS 

I.Bat, dormouse and 
hedgehog. 2. Antarctic. 3. 
Frozen ground of the polar 
regions. 4. Iceland, 5. 
Thistle. 6. To help them 
climb. 7. dander. 8. Smaller, 
so that less heat is lost 
through them! 9. Hexagonal 
(six sided)10. Ivy. 


IN BRITAIN we are all very 
aware of the weather. Have 
you noticed how everyone 
talks about It That's 
because we have just about 
every kind of weather from 
hot sunshine to wind, driz¬ 
zle, rain, hail and snow. 

In the Year 2000 why not 
check out the weather for your¬ 
self by keeping a Weather 
Diary. All you need is either a 
page-to-a-day diary or exercise 
book. You need a bit of room 
for the observations. Mark up 
the diary into; 

□ Date 

□ Time 

□ Temperature 

□ Rainfall measurement 

□ Hours of sunshine 

Q Wind Strength 

□ General Observations 

Most DIY stores sell outside 

thermometers and you can 
easily make your own rainfall 
measure. Just use an old 
drinks bottle with the top cut 
off. Put a ruler along the side, 
draw a line with a waterproof 
Ink pen and then mark off the 
line In centimetres. 

Hours of sunshine may need 
a bit of guess work, but you 
should get used to taking a 
note of the time when the sun 
first shines and then noting 
when the cloud comes or it 
gets dark! 

Wind strength isn't easy to 
guess, but you can get near 
with a bit of practice. Look at 
the forecasts on the TV, they 
show the wind strength In num¬ 
bers relating to miles per hour. 
You can then use this informa¬ 
tion to get to know what hap¬ 


pens around you at particular 
wind speeds. You can actually 
buy a hand held instrument 
called an anemometer which 
records wind strength but, it’s 
pretty expensive, about £80. 
You can get one from boat 
chandlers. 

In general observations you 
might want to devise your own 
code for describing the 
weather or you could use the 
recognised signs for the weath¬ 
er See Jack's Weather Box. 

The best bit of keeping a 
diary is looking back at It next 
year and comparing tha 
weather. You can also put peo¬ 
ple right when they say It’s 
always mining - you can tell 
them exactly how may days its 
rained in a year. Clever you! 


ping your 


taken time and trouble over the wrapping. 
Why not make your own wrapping paper. 

Top of the pops 1 . - for friends get a 
poster or centre page of a music mag of 
their favourite group and wrap their pre¬ 
sent in it 

Quick on the draw! - create a unique 
paper by using either sheets of white or 
brown paper and drawing your own Christ¬ 
mas scenes. Use lots of colour and make 
up your own Christmas messages - Susie's 
favourite messages are "Do not open until 
25 December" "No peekingr and "Just 
Wrapping r 

Stuck up! - If you're no! very good at 
drawing then get some brown paper or 
even colourful newspaper. Then stick 
some coloured tissue paper or even 
colourful leaves on to the paper in your 
very own pattern. Use thin paper glue so 
that it does not get too soggy. 



JOLLY 

JOKES 

WHICH monkeys talk the 
most? 

Blab-boons! 

Where do fish keep their 
money? 

In a river bank! 

What do birds eat for 
breakfast? 

Tweelablx! 

* Why did the spider 
need to use a computer? 
To get on the World 
Wide Web! 

I was driving along the 
motorway and a sign 
said clean toilets 
ahead.’ 

It took me four hours to 
clean them! 

What do you call a judge 
without thumbs? 

Justice fingers! 

Why did the pony lose 
its voice? 

Because It was a little 
hoarse! 

Thanks to Graham 
Scott, John Davison, 
Chloe Martin and Paul 
Kitchin for these jolly 
jokes. 

Keep ’em coming Gang! 


CAPTAIN PLANK and the crew always look forward to a 
good old sing-song as they decorate the ship's Christmas 
tree but nobody dares to tell poor old Planky that he can't 
sing for toffees! 

Below are some of the Gang's favourite tunes. See if 
you can find the missing words from the Christmas 
Carols In the grid. If you get stuck, you can find the 
answers upside down underneath the grid. How many of 
the carols can you sing? 

1. We Three —.. 

2. The Holly and The.. 

5. Hark the Herald.*.Sing 

4, Rudolf The Red Nosed.. 

5, i»«Bells 

6, Silent .. 

7.0 Little Town of 

a. We Wish You a Merry -- 

9. The.Days of Christmas 

10. Away In a. 

11. While.Watched 
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At the Wi 


The Broadway 
London SW19 1QG 


StdsinMty 


★ Joe Pasquale (as Smee) 

★ Bonnie Langford (as Peter Pan) 

★ Leslie Grantham (as Captain Hook) 

Unscramble the following character names 
who appear in Peter Pan and you could win 
a Family Ticket to see Peter Pan! 

1) PTNIACA OKOH 

2) RETPE APIS! 

3) YEWDN 

Send your answer* on a postcard with 
your name, ape address to: 

Club. Navy News, 


i, Hants POI 3HH 

Closing date for entries 31st December 1999 

The Editor* dec Men b final. Employ*** end relatives of Navy News are ineligible- 

































































IV YOUNG READERS CLUB CHRISTMAS CRACKER. DECEMBER 1999 



V; 


pteeee enroll me es a member of The Plon* C/uP. 
enc/*se * PO/cheque (pmydth * **** **" s) * r 


Name — 
Address 


D-O.B. 

Joined by: 

Do you have any: 
Special Interests: 


Post code 

... Tel No .... 


Other I 
Ages "1 
FUm/TV n 




Parent 1 Grandparent 

Brothers “I Slaters i 

Sport n Music 

Friends t Reading 

Send your completed form, toother with 
a postal order/cheque tor E3.25 to: 

* The Gang Plank Club 
1 Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 




If you would like any further information before app ^ng. 


Ji 


cairoi 705 733558 or 01705 B26040 (24 hr Answerphone) 
We will “2°_ B< ^WU^ 



Museum 


• PLANE FUN: The Fleet Air Arm Museum at the Royal Navy Air Station at Yeovitiom Captain Plank and the crew had a great day out 















You'll be sky high after your visit 




The RNBT is for life, 
not just for Christmas 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, Royal Marines 
and their dependants at times of need. 


Tel: 023 9266 0296 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 
Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, 
Portsmouth, P02 8PE. 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 

BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE 'RNBT FAMILY 1 


C APTAIN PLANK and the crew often have a day out when their ship is in 
dock. Jack knows that the Captain just loves planes so when he heard that 
there were loads of them at the Fleet Air Arm Museum he got a special 
Invitation for the whole crew. 


Here’s what they thought of 
their visit to the museum in 
Yeovil ton, Somerset: 

Captain Plank says: “This 
’ere museum is fair packed 
with lovely planes, from the 
very old ones to that amazing 
Concorde which makes me 
head spin with the speed it ean 
go. 

“Seems planes come in pret¬ 
ty useful when countries are 
fighting each other and the 
men trial fly 'em arc right 
brave. “ 

“I was fair humbled by some 
of the old stories and me and 
the crew found it very easy to 
understand as that there 
museum sets out the stories in 
an interestin’ way. 

“Me favourite part was see¬ 
ing inside the Concorde plane, 
it’s pretty jolly narrow, like 
one of me snip’s passages, and 
the electronic type things are 
so high tec they make me ship 
look Tike Noah^s Ark!” 

Jack says: “This Museum is 
brilliant. It’s just made for 
boys like me! I loved all of it 
but the best bit for me was 
'Carrier 1 . 


THE MUSEUM IS on the 
B3151 at Yeovilton In 
Somerset, just oft the A303. 
It opens every day (except 
Dec 24, 25 and 26) at 10am 
and closes at 5.30pm 
between April t and Oct 31 
at 4.30pm in the winter. 
Adult tickets are £7, chil¬ 
dren ( 5 to 16} £4.50 and 
family tickets (2 adults, 2 
children) £19. 


“This is a pan of the muse¬ 
um where you go round an air¬ 
craft carrier, but its not like 
being in a boring exhibit, you 
really fed like you are on 
board. 

“You even get to fly out to 
the carrier in a helicopter. 
Well, that’s what it feels like! 
Watch out for the flight deck, 
it’s very noisy! 

“I like the old planes too 
and learning about the people 
who flew them who were very 
brave. My best plane was the 
Sopwith Pup which was used in 
World War I.” 

Susie says: “I thought my 
visit was great, and it’s not a 
museum just for boys! 1 really 


learned a lot about the history 
of flying and how planes came 
to be used at sea. 

“I didn't know that girls 
were in the Navy hut I learned 
that the Women’s Royal Naval 
Service started in World War l. 
Girls did amazing things and 
the museum shows this really 
well. 

11 1 loved ‘Carrier’ and I 
enjoyed playing in the adven¬ 
ture playground outside. 
Because the museum is right 
next door to where the Royal 
Navy fly you can even see real 
Sea Harriers and helicopters 
flying around overhead!” 



THE FA A Museum 
can also teach 
school groups 
what it was 
like to be 

evacuated in WWll. 
To find out more 
ask your teacher 
to ring Sue Morse 
on 01935 840565. 


A behind-the-scenes 
look the pantomime 


THIS IS the time of year 
when we go to the theatre 
and shout at the top of our 
voices: “Oh no he didn’t!” 
or “It’s behind you!” 

It's the lime when girls act 
boys parts and lots of our 
favourite TV characters turn up 
as special stars on stage. Yes - 
-it’s PANTOMIME TtMEI 


But do you know how pan¬ 
tomime all began? Check out 
these essential pantomime 
facts... 

□ The first staging of a show 
called a Pantomime was 275 
years ago. 

□ tt was the Romans who 
brought us the unique style of 
street entertainment to Britain. 


□ in the late 16th Century a 
special sort of theatre arrived 
from the continent. It was 
known as Commedia deLArte. 
Classic old stories were acted 
out but they always involved 
lots of participation from the 
audience. 

J Pantomimes really took off 
in Britain during Victorian 
times. 



uwS of rUHJR.T - REAoue 


Queen Victoria and her hus¬ 
band Prince Albert loved cele- 
brating Christmas in style and 
many of today’s Christmas 
traditions comes from that 
time. 

j Mother Goose is one of the 
oldest pantomimes, It was first 
performed in 1806! By the mid 
1800s Puss In Boots’, 
'Cinderella', 'Jack and the 
Beanstalk 7 and 'Dick 
Whittington' had all been per¬ 
formed for Victorian children. 

□ Every panto has a pan¬ 
tomime Dame, usually a really 
whacky character! And in pan¬ 
tomime good ALWAYS tri¬ 
umphs over evil! 
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